
question of b e k g  turned  out of her room once a \v&lt, 
though  the  inconvenience of that was great ; obliging 
her to interview  people  who  came on business in E 
small  hall,  and  write  her  letters  either in the  kitchen 01 

her  bedroom,  that  compelled  her  to  resign a post shc 
had  held  for  nearly  eleven  years.  This  brings me tc 
the  letter of my  sister,  which Mr. Jacltson read, anc 
which  he  stated  she  stuck  to. I think it only  fair tc 
her  that  the  apology  for  that  letter, which she wrotc 
the following week to  the  committee,  should also bc 
published,  and  the  public  can  then  judge  for them 
selves. 

T h a t  Mr. Hutchinson  should have alluded  to ; 

small  matter  which  occurred a year  or two ago,  an( 
which  the  committee at  the  time  certainly  did  not talc 
a serious view of, as they never even censured m, 
sister,  seems  to prove the  weakness of their  case,  but 
a m  sorry Mr. Hutchinson  did  not  know  that  the  altcrz 
tions  he  suggested in the books-or rather  the \vashin 
books-to which I fancy  he  must have alluded,  hav 
been  carried  out  by  Miss  Corvan  ever  since t o  the  be: 
of her  ability. For nearly  eleven  years  my  sister ha 
worked  with  her  whole  heart  for  that  Home. I<esull 
speak for themselves.  Mr. J. Barber,  had he bee 
able, and  other  members of the  committee,  had  the 
been willing, could have borne testimony  to  the  ha 
mony a n d  courtesy  with which they worlted  togethc 
for the  greater  part  of that  time. Of this,  my sist4 
a n d  I must  ever have a grateful  and  pleasant  remen 
brance,  and also of much  personal  kindness. B 
''the  enemy  sowed  tares,"  and so after  many  year 
Jvorlc my  sister is compelled  to  retire. As mar 
Sheffield  people  have  cxprcsscd a hope  that  her WO 
and  that  of her  valuable  nurses,  should  not be lost 
the'town  and  neighbourhood,  she  must  try and WO 
without a committee as they  cannot work wit11 h( 
Apologising  for  taking  up so  much of your valuat 
space,-I remain,  yours  faithfully, S. 8. C O R V , ~ N ,  

Swile  Rectory,  Taunton, 21st May, 1888. 

.at&, and  that  the dnti;e charge  and responsibility 
f nursing  the sick-which, of course, is the  most 
nportant  item  in the whole OE a hospital's internal 
lanagement-should  be in  the  hands of a head 
urse, thereby  inevitably  creating a division of 
uthority in  this  small institution--I say advisedly 
mall institution, because an  arrangement for  division 
If labour,  which may b e  necessary  in  a  hospital of 
,oo to 800 beds, is not the most  eficacious  method 
) f  working  a  hospital  comprising 5 0  beds-the size 
mly of many  wards  in  large  institutions. 

After some years'  experience of hospital  life, and 
laving worked in a small country hospital-con- 
:erning  the nursing of which the  self-same  discussion 
oolr place  some  nine years ago, and  which ended 
n the  lady superintendent acting also as ward sister, 
,with thoroughly-trained charge or staff nurses under 
xr, to the  ultimate satisfaction of all concerneii-I 
should like to stzte unhesitatingly, that m y  entire 
;ympathy is with the lay committee  on  this  question, 
m d  proceed to give my reasons. 

We all know the inevitable result oE a house 
divided  against itself, and I believe the  Dorchester 
I-Iospital, after changing  its  matron sicc times 
three years, cannot  be in a satisfactory condition- 
at least I hear, and  am little  surprised  at the intelli- 
gence,  that  matters  are  in a most disorganised 
state. The first and principal sufferers under LlIese 
circumstances  are, OE course, the patients, ancl 
therefore the  matter  becomes at once interesting 3 1 1 ~ 1  

of importance  tp the public at large. 
I believe the majority of women, at least those 

endowed with average energy, intellige11ceJ and love 
of occupation, will agree with me, that to superin- 
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