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EDITORIAL, - 
WE aspects of Registration. We have shown 

tEI< by week me have discussed the diverse 

what  it  is;  have proved, not only what it 
will not do to  certain  classes of people,  but also what 
it+will effect  for Nurses  and  for Doctors. Last, but 
greatest cif all, n e  must nom discuss  the influence 
it will have  for  good  or evil upon  the lives and  com- 
fort of the  general  Public.  We  place  this  malter 
last, merely  because,  in a professional  journal  such 
as  this, professional interests  must of necessity over- 
ride all others. But  the  results of Registration 
must, we are  sure,  be  more  momentous  to  the  sick 
themselves,  than  to  any  class of their  attendants. 
We commence,  then,  by  expressing  our conviction 
that  the  system  cannot possibly do  any evil. We, 
moreover, believe that  we  shall  be able to prove, to 
the  comdlete  satisfaction of ever11 imDarthl  mind, 

I 

I 

We may,  in  the first  place, briefly ,allude to the 
well-known fact  that, for the  common weal, Parlia- 
ment  has  again  and  again  ordained  that  the  mem- 
bers of other professions  shall be ‘ I  Registered ”- 
in  other words, that  their  names shall be  duly  in- 
scribed  in  books,  kept  correct  and  published  annually 
“by authority.” So that  anyone,  for  example, 
can  purchase a copy of the “ Medical Remister,” or 
the I ‘  Law List,” or  the ‘‘ Clergy Lis?’ or  the 
“Army List,” and,  at a glance, be able to discern 
whether Mr.  John  Smith,  asserting himself to  be a 
doctor or a lawyer, a clergyman  or  an officer, is so 
in very truth  or not. Our  ground  needs no 
strengthening  on  this  point ; it  is  beyond  all dis- 
pute. But  the  inference  surely i s  this-if the State 
has already so frequently  and so fully  recognised  the 
necessity, for  the  public good, that  the  members of 
the  above  professions should be Registered  by law, 
there can be no shadow of a doubt  that  Nurses, whose 
work is  quite as deeply  entwined in  the daily life oE 
the nation, should  have  their efficiency guarantecd 
and  discoverable in  similar  manner. 

We  may safely assume  that; whatsoever is for the 
benefit of the sick, for  the alleviation of their  suffer- 
ings, the advancement of their recoveries, or  the 
wing of their lives,. must  be intensely important to 
111 human  creatures, every  one of whom  has been, is 
now, or is liable to be some  day,  laid upon a bed of 
.Ilness. It is universally admitted  that  skilled  nursing 
m fulfil each of these  objects, 

But  let u s  consider how equally  true  it is, that 
gnorance,  in  the  tending of the  sick,  may  produce 
xecisely  the converse effects. I t  may  retard  their 
‘ecovery-even cost  them  their lives ; and, at the 
east, i t  may  aggravate  their sufferings in a thousand 
:asily-concelvable ways. We  desile  that  there shall 
)e no  shadow of misapprehension upon  this point. 
Ye would not  for a moment deny that  many  un- 
rained  women  nurse  their  patients with all  the ten- 
lerness and rrentleness of their sex : that  thev  carrv 
ut, for thosi committed to their  charge, unsklfishl; 
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