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to be  competent  in  the  matter ; he  had  to show  tha 
he  had a proper  knowledge of his work  before hc 
could be legally qualified to  undertake  the  care o 
the  sick. Well, something of that  kind was in theil 
minds in regard  to  the Nurses. They wanted, first o 
all,  to know that a NLlrse had done  her work in  a hospi. 
t d ,  and  that  she n w  fitted for  her profession;  and she 
should not be allowed to  practise as a Trained 
Nurse, unless she  could satisfy a  body,  authorised by 
the  State  to  investigate  the  matter,  that  she  had a 
proper lrnonklge  of her profession. Now, that was 
the first  object of the  British  Nurses’ Association. 
T h e  association desired a guarantee  that a Nurse 
had properly learnt her  profession  before she was 
allowed to  practise it,  either  in a hospital  or in 
private families.  What  they  wanted was a Royal 
Charter, which should  carry  out  and work out 
provisions  similxr to  thosc of the  hIedical Acts. 
There  should  be a Nursing  Council,  composed of 
people competent to  judge whether a Nurse was 
suficiently  and  properly  trained ; composed, there- 
fore, of leaders in  the  Nursing world, and leaders in 
the medical profession-lcaders who should be able 
to  judge how long a NLI~SC  should  be in training, 
and what course of training she should pass through. 
That was what would be done by the  Royal  Charter. 
hlany  gentlemen  intercstcd  in hospital work had 
said  thcy were so much  interested  in  the British 
Nurses’ Association that they wished to  join i t ;  but 
the  association was to  be a striclly medical body, 
composed of medical  men  and certificated  Nurses. 
Now  came  the  question  as to Nurses  joining the 
association  at once. Some  said, “ I think we can 
wait a little while before we j q i n  it,” and see how 
i t  succeeds,  as i t  has not been tried  before. But  that 
would not  do,  because i t  was only by putting their 
shoulders to the wheel, that  the  object they  had in 
view, could be accomplished.  That object  could 
only be attained by numbers,  and  that was the reason 
why she was so very anxious  that all Nurses of 
three years standing s!lould join  the association, and 
that  medical  lnen  should  join, too ; because only by 
theunionofnumbers tI~estrength~~~ouldbegained,with 
which they could  accomplish  their work. But some 
might  ask, ‘‘ What  good  can be got by i t  1’’ Well, 
they must look outside  the walls of a hospital to 
see that.  nIany of them were not  in a position to 
see how much  the  Nursing profession was over- 
stocked ; but  those who had  the  engaging of Narses 
saw that  it was the prolession of the  women of to- 
day. The  number of applications  from those de- 
siring  to become Nurses was from  tcn to twenty 
times as grcat  as  formerly. So that they wotltl see 
that  the profcssion was becoming overstocked. 
Well, if it was overstocked  with good  material, they 
should  not  mind so  much;  but  to  be overstocked 
with bxd material,  had a very bad effect. First  of 
all,  it  had a bad effect in  lowering  the  remuneration 
that  Nurses  should  get for their work ; because, 

naturally, if people  could  be  got  to work for I 5s. 
a week, the  public would  not  pay more.  And.  how 
were the public to distinguish  between a TrainedNurse 
and  an  untrained  one ? The present  system  tended 
to lower the  standard of work;  because,  after all, 
the  public wonld decide  this  question,  and  would 
become satisfied with  the lower standard of work. 
And this  was a very serious  thing  for  the  public. I n  
a hospital, there were people  all  round who would 
take care  that  the  patients  there did not suffer for 
5 Nurze’s ignorance;  but if an ineficient  Nurse 
went out t o  P private  patient,  and  had  to  gain  her 
xperience by the bedside, and  at  the cost of the 
poor patient, that was a very  seriou3  thing. And  
:hen i t  was a very miserable  thing  that  they should 
be able  thus  to deceive the  public,  and to say they 
were Trained  Nurses, when they were not  trained. 

If a doctor  saw a Trained  Nurse  in  attendance, 
he would very likely  put  more confidence in  her 
:han he  would, if h e  were simply  dealing with the 
‘ather or mother or some  relative of the  patient,  and, 
:herefore, harm was done  in  that way. Perhaps  the 
Nurse did not  even understand  the  instructions given 
ier  by  the doctor.  A little while ago  she  had  to 
;end for a Nurse  from a Nursing  Institution, 
md  when  she  came,  she  could  not  actually  read 
.he measure  glass,  or  understand  the  temperature 
:hart. Well,  of course, if she  had  been sent out  to 
t private patient,  the  private  patient would have 
;uR‘ered for it. SO they  saw th2t  the  Nurses  them- 
;elves would be benefited in taking  this move, be- 
mise it would clear out from  their profession, those 
vho were shams.  Those who  were in  the  hospitals 
lid not see it  nearly so much  as  those who were 
:ngaged outside. It would  be a real  pleasure  to 
hem to  hear of the very great  interest  the  Princess 
Zhristian was taking  in  this  matter.  There was no  
neeting of the  committee, no assembly of any  kind 
n connection  wilh it, which  she did not  condescend 
o attend.  Very  keenly WJS she  interested  in  this 
luestion, because  she  had a district of her  own 
n Windsor,  and very sad,  she  said it was, to  come 
moss these ineficient  Nurses.  This, too, was  the 
irst combination  among  women  for  the  advance- 
nent  of  their  profession,  and  that was another  reason 
or the  interest  which  the  Princess took in this work. 
:n the  fore-front of the work of the Association 
;he would put the  Registration  scheme.  They  must 
yet the  Nurses  registered  on a uniform basis. Then, 
f they did  that,  there would be  other  things  spring 
)ut  of it. They wanted to get  up a sick  fund  for 
qurses ; a holiday house ; a scheme by which,  after 
he  age of fifty, the savings of Nurses  might  be 
lugmentcd, and  many  other things. But it was quite 
)lain that,  unless  Nurses  joined  them,  the  Rssocia- 
ion would collapse, and  come  to  an  end. So it was 
lot for  Nurses to  stand aloof. If the  Nurses  would 
:ombine, it would be  done; i f  not, the  thing  would 
)e  impossible. Miss Wood  then  intimated  her 
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