
felt, Ivllen Percivale left me  the  next  morning t c  
return  by  a  third-class  train  to  his  ugly  portrait, 
for  the  lady was to  sit  to  him  that  same  afternoon, 
that  the idea of home was already  leaving  Oldcastlt 
Hall,  and  flitting back to  the  suburban  cottage 
haunted  by  the  bawling voice  of the coster- 
monger. 

But 1 soon felt  better, for here  there was plenty 
of shadow, and  in  the  hottest  days  my  father could 
always tell  where  any wind would be stirring ; for 
he ltnelv every out  and  in of the place like hi: 
o\v11 pockets, as Dora  said, who took  a  little after 
cousin Judy  in her way. I t  will  give  a  notion of 
his  tenderness if I set  down  just  one  tiniest  in- 
stance of his attention  to me. The  forenoon was 
oppressive. I was sitting  under a tree,  trying  to 
read, when he  came up to me.  There was a 
wooden gate,  with  open  bars,  near. H e  went  and 
set it wide, saying- 

There,  my love ! You will fancy yourself 
cooler if I leave the  gate open.” 

Will  my reader laugh  at  me  for  mentioning 
such a trifle? I think  not, for it  went deep to 
my  heart,  and I seemed to  know  God  better for 
it el‘er after. A father is a  great  and  marvellous 
truth,  and  one you can  never  get  at  the  depth of, 
try how you  may. 

Then  my  mother ! She was, if possible, yet 
more to me  than  my  father. I could  tell  her 
anything  and  everything  without  fear,  while I 
confess to  a  little  dread of my  father  still.  He is 
too  like  my own conscience to  allow of my  being 
quite confident with  him.  But  Connie is just as 
comfortable  with  him as I am  with  my  mother. 
If in  my  childhood I was ever  tempted  to conceal 
anything  from  her,  the  very  thought of it  made 
me miserable until I had  told  her.  And now she 
xould watch me with  her  gentle dove-like eyes, 
and seemed to  know  at once, without  being  told, 
what was the  matter  with me. She  never  asked 
me what I should  like,  but  went  and  brought 
something,  and if she saw that I didn’t  care for 
it,  wouldn’t press me,  or offer anything  instead, 
but  chat for a  minute  or  two,  carry  it away, and 
return  with  something else. My  heart was like 
to break at  times  with  the  swelling of the love 
that was in  it.  My  eldest child,  my  Ethelwyn- 
for my  husband mould have  her called the  same 
name as me,  only I insisted it should be after  my 
mother  and  not after me-has her  very eyes, and 
for  years  has been trying  to  mother file over 
again to  the best of her sweet ability. 

(To be continued.) 

A P P R E C I A T I O N .  

well informed as to the progress Nursing is making in 
Y O U R  magazine gives us great pleasure. It is so  nice to be 
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