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| admit that a strong case has certainly been made:
| out for its truth, although we ourselves would,
| even upon these facts, have refrained from making
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EDITORIAL.

MIDWIVES—OR OBSTETRIC NURSES ?—I1.

IT is asserted by many and influential Medical

men throughout thiscountry that ¢ Midwives
) have become a glaring anachronism, and
if they were only left to themselves, and not
dragged forth into publicity by a few excitable
faddists, the race would very speedily become ex-
tinct.”  We frankly confess that this assertion at
first appeared to us to be nearly as extravagant as
those which have been made in favour of the Bill
for the Registration of these women which is at
present before Parliament. Buta careful examina-

tion of the arguments which are advanced in
Support of the statement has compelled us to

Loeflund’s « Kindermilch,” prepared from vich Alplne milk
(sterllized) and Malted Wheat Extract, as prescribed by highest
1';nedlcal authorities. THE most perfect food for weaning In-

ants, easlly digested, highly nourishing. Simplest and quickest
m’"epara; averts all ordinary infantile disorders. Try where
otherfoods fall. 1s.6d. R.Baelz & Co., 14-20, St. Mary Axe, E.C.

The antiquity of Midwives and their great use-

113 | fulness in olden days, and even down to very
115 | recent times, is, we understand, admitted as an
116 | historical fact.
119 | argued that women were immensely serviceable

But upon that very ground it is

as attendants on parturient females because it is
only within the last two thousand years or so that
any men have studied Midwifery ; and that where
both sexes were equally ignorant of the art, the
natural and the moral law alike demanded that
women should be attended by women. But as
time went on and knowledge increased, Physic
first and then Chirurgery passed into the hands of’
the stronger sex, and where formerly herbs were
concocted and administered, wounds cleansed and
simples applied, by women, the mysteries of life
and death, of health, disease, and injury, began to-
be questioned and unravelled, one by one, by
men. Slowly, and with many falls and draw-
backs, Science advanced. Fostered, first bysooth-
sayers—men far beyond their day ; then by priests
—men generallyabovetheir fellows ; now wrapped
in mysticism, anon in the blaze of light from a
great discovery, Medicine and Surgery slowly but
steadily increased in power and knowledge.
Meanwhile women followed in its wake,and carry-
ing out directions given for the treatment, again
became connected with the healing art. And so
Trained Nursing arose.

Precisely the same course of events has taken
place with regard to Midwifery. Advancing
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tract. Effectually supersedes Cod Liver Oil, being easily di-
gested, and may be spread or dissolved in Tea, Coffee, &c.

invaluable in phthlisis, consumption, and ail wasting diseases,
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