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Hospitals have  recognised the  advisability of ap- 
pointing  such  a  court of appeal  and  jurisdiction, 
and  i t  is expected that  more  than  one  leading 
Metropolitan  Hospital will within  the  next few 
weeks follow the wise example  already  set  by  St. 
Thomas's,  St.  George's,  Westminster,  and  the 
Middlesex. 

The  appalling sickness and  death-rate  among 
the  Nurses  continues  apparently  unabated,  for 
we are  informed  that  yet  another employCe of 
the  Hospital has  died during  the  last  quarter- 
the  thirteenth  in  three  years,  according  to  Mrs. 
HUNTER. How  the  Committee  can  persist  in 
closing  its eyes to  the  awful significance of this 
fact,  or, if it has realised the slgnificance, how it 
can  persist  in  denying  the  crying need for  investi- 
gation, passes our  comprehension. 

Reform is apparently  still  in  the  air,  and unless 
public  opinion is roused seems likely  to  remain 
in  that position. The  three weeks' holiday, 
vaguely  hinted  at  in December, has  not  yet been 
granted  at  the  London  Hospital,  although  nearly 
every  other  great  Institution  has  now accorded 
that,  or even a  longer  term,  to  its  workers.  The 
number of Ward-maids,  which  it was expected  in 
December  would be increased, remains  unaltered. 
After  this it is almost unnecessary to  add  that no 
shame,  no  contrition, is expressed at  the  continued 
deception  practised  upon  the  public  by  sending 
out  semi-trained  Probationers,  when  it is adver- 
tised  that  thoroughly  trained  Nurses  are  supplied, 
and when the  Committee is perfectly aware  that 
the  public applies, and believes that  i t  is paying, 
for skilled workers,  and  not  semi-ignorant pupils. 
Unless we are  much  misinformed,  there  must  have 
been a  very considerable  fallingoff in  the  numbers 
of applications for Private  Nurses,  and,  therefore, 
in  the receipts under  this head, during  the  latter 
half of 1890. And when the  public becomes 
more awakened to  the  manner  in  which the 
London  Hospital seeks to  make  money  out of it: 
necessity, the  amount of this  unrighteous  gain 
will doubtless be  still  further  diminished.  The 
desperate  shifts  to  which  the  Committee is re. 
duced  in  order to  palliate its  conduct is wel: 
exemplified  by  the excuse which  someone seem: 
t o  have  made,  at  the  recent  meeting, for Proba. 
tioners  being  sent  out  from  the  wards  to  act a: 
Private  Nurses.  This,  it was stated, was not  ir 
order  to  make  money  for  the Hospital-perist 
t h e  evil  thought-but merely  because these pool 
young women needed change of air ! And  there. 
fore the  Matron,  with  that  all-absorbing  con. 
sideration for their welfare which i s  her chie: -__ ~ ~ _ _  - 
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:haracteristic,  sent  them  out  to  nurse people in 
;he  country.  The idea is beautiful-the Private 
Nurse recuperating  from  the  shattering effects 
3f a few months  in  the  London  Hospital ; reading 
a novel  under  an  umbrella on the sea shore ; 
jreamily  dozing  in  a  garden of roses ; or,  properly 
?scorted,  wandering  down  the  country lanes ; 
mywhere,  everywhere of course,  except  day  and 
night  in fixed attendance on a case of dangerous 
illness. As the  Committee is clearly  absolutely 
:allous as to   the welfare of the  richer classes, 
it never  occurred to  the  intelligent  gentle- 
man who  propounded  this  excuse  that  the sick 
?ublic  who pays  for the  Nurse  has  some  little 
:laim to  consideration.  But  now  the  public 
mows,  on  the  authority of a  member of the 
=ommittee,  that  when  a  London  Hospital  Nurse 
S sent  for  from  a  country house, a delicate 
Probationer,  who needs change of air, will be 
;upplied  in  order  that  she  may  recover  her 
Iealth,  at  the  expense of the  patient. 

At any  rate  this is better  than  sending  out  a 
Yurse suffering  from  diphtheria  to  patient  after 
3atient  until  she collapses and dies,  as was done, 
'or example,  in  Nurse  Sabel's case. 

OBSTETRIC NURSING. 
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PART I.-MATERNAL. 
CHAPTER IX.-LESIONS. 

VESICO OR RECTO VAGINAL FISTULA. 
f Conti~zzred f l a m  page 112.) 

t t  their completion, this Course of Lectures will be published aqpne Of 
the Series of ' l  Nursing Record Text Books and Manuals. 

EFORE quitting  the  subject of lesions, 1 B will bring  before  the  notice of my readers 
two  or  three  troubles of childbirth  that, 

primarily  due  to  pregnancy,  reach  to serious 
developments  during  or soon after  labour,  and 
in  all cases retard convalescence. These  are 
hsmatocele,  varicose  veinsi  and  hzmorrhoids, 
and  all  these  concomitant  risks of pregnallcy  are 
enhanced  by  the  upright  position of the woman, 
as I pointed  out  to  you  in a previous  paper. 

fla?nzatoceb.--These blood swellings  are caused 
by the  pressure of t he   f e t a l  head  upon  the pelvlc . 
blood vessels during  the second stage of labour, 
leading t o  intense  venous  congestion,  and  an 
extravasation  of blood into  some  portion of the 
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