
2 7 2  

fatally. I put  the  matter  at  once before the 
Hon.  Surgeon of my  district  to  take  his  instruc- 
tions as to how long a time  should elapse before 
Nurse L. could  take  up  her new duties. “ A  
month  from  now,” was the  reply ; and  in a little 
.over that  period  Nurse  came for her  instruction. 
Imagine  the mischief that  might  have  occurred 
:to  our  patient  had  this  precaution  not been 
taken. It may be urged for all-round  Nursing 
that  i t  is a better basis to go upon  than  no 
Nursing knowledge at all,  which i s  perfectly  true ; 
.but  it  appears  to  me  that we require so little 
Medical and so little  Surgical  Nursing,  using  the 
terms  in  their widest  sense, that  all we do  re- 
‘quire of either  could be taught  in,  and  form a 
part of the  curriculum of, our  Lying-in  Hospitals, 
in  addition  to  the special instruction  required. 
The  Registration  Board of our  Association  has, 
I believe, under  its  consideration  a  programme 
.of practical  Obstetric  Nursing,  which will doubt- 
l e s s  prove  a useful guide  for women engaged  in 
that  department of Nursing work. 

Before concluding  my  paper, ‘I: will briefly  touch 
upon  those  points  that  mark  out  Obstetric  Nurs- 
ing as quite  distinct  from  all  other.  Firstly, 
parturition itself involvingduties special tolabour. 
Now if all  labours were the  same,  the  duties 
might be regarded as routine,  and  one would  be 
.as good as a  hundred ; but  all  those  acquainted 
with  practical Midwifery  know that  such is not  the 
case ; the  gravest  complications  may at  any  time 
arise,  requiring special and  higher qualification: 
in  a  Nurse. Now, how is a  Nurse  to  acquire a 
knowledge of these possible troubles  without  ex- 
perience, which  in  Nursing spells time ; and oj 
what  value is a  Nurse  who does not  know  them 5 
Secondly,  the  post-partum  condition of the  uterus, 
the  key-note  to  all  childbed  Nursing,  is not 
always the same, and  a  Nurse  must be able t c  
recognise these  varying  conditions  in  order t c  
know,  and  note  and  report  them  intelligently t c  
the accoucheur;  from  a  want of this power ofob- 
servation  valuable  information  may be withhelc 
from  him.  Obstetric  binding is a special d u g  
and requires practice to do it effectively, and al: 
women are  not  the  same.  Lactation.is  a specialit4 
of childbed  Nursing,  and  the  duties  required  in it 
.are of the  utmost  importance,  both  to aver! 
possible troubles,  or  to deal with them ; as wit1 
labour, SO with  lactation,  the  conditions  are not 
.always the  same,  therefore  the  duties  are 720, 
routine.  Lastly,  but  by  no means  least in  im. 
portance, comes the  care  and  treatment of thc 
-newly-born,  a  point of duty  that  demands more 
thought,  more  patience,  more  tenderness  thar 
any  other  part of Obstetric  Nursing.  How  man] 
infantile lives are  lost,  and  how  much  misery  in. 
:Aicteduponinfants,  byacareless or ignorant  Nurse; 

- 

?he conditions of early  infantile life are not  
lways identical ; how then can the  duties required 
n them be routine?  Again,  to  an  Obstetric  Nurse 
little  elementary  and  practical  knowledge of 

Aidwifery is essential  in  enabling  her  to deal 
rithsimple  but  suddenemergencies,  which  greatly 
dds  to  her  value as an  Obstetric  Nurse,  and  are 
sf no use at  all to  any  other  Nursing. 

Again, I ask  how i s  a  woman to acquire all 
hese special qualifications  without experience, and 
LOW is  that  knowledge  to be acquired except by 
iromen who  devote  theirwhole  time  to Midwifery 
Jursing ? Can i t  be done  by  a process of grafting 
S it were upon  a  common  Nursing  stock?  These 
re some of the  considerations  that  induce  me  to 
dvise that women who  take  up Midwifery 
Jursing  should  keep  to  it.  There  is  no  portion 
If Nursing  work so little  routine as ours, 
lemanding  more  fertility of resource,  more calm 
elf-reliance, more  thorough  acquaintance with 
Ietail ; and  one  and  all of these  qualities are the 
utcome of knowledge, tried  in  the  furnace of 
ractical  experience,  which time alone  can give. 

No  easy  chair  adviser addresses you now, but 
)ne  who  has  devoted  many  years of earnest 
hought  and  patient  toil  to  our  portion of Nursing 
vork ; and it is with  the view of strengthening 
he  hands  and  encouraging  the efforts of my 
roung  sister workers  in  their new career  that I 
lrge  them  to  raise  and  dignify  their  work by 
Cood and  laudable service, to devote  themselves  to 
t.  It is worthy of your  best  powers ; it  brings 
)ut  some of the  highest  qualities in a  Nurse ; it 
levelops some of the best and  tenderest  attributes 
I f  womanhood ; it has,  in  fact,  more  human 
lature  in  it  than  any  other  Nursing  work. 
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SPECIAL  P,SlZE  COMPETITION. 
iVa have much  pleasure  in  announcing  that we are enabled 
o offer a Special Prize-viz., a Sewing hlachine, as per 
Iiustration,  which  is  furnished  with a handsome  walnut 
:over, of the value or F I ~ E  GUINEAS, to  the COIU- 
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