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and as the  care of the  head of the  infant is an 
important  part of  Obstetric  Nursipg,  a  little 
knowledge ofit  may be of interest  and use to   my 
young  readers. 

The  cranium  or  brain case, consists of four 
separate bones, the  frontal,  the  occipital  (back), 
and the  two  parietal (side bones) ; there  are  four 
other  skull bones, the  two  temporal,  thesphenoid, 
and the  ethnoid ; but  these  are of little  obstetric 
interest,  During fcetal life, the  articulations  that 
connect the  four  cranial bones are soft and loose, 
permitting  a  large  amount of compression of the 
head during  birth ; the  articulation  that  connects 
the  parietal bones is called the  sagittal  suture. 
The  membranous space that lies  between the 
frontal  and  parietal  bones is called the  “bregssia,” 
or  anterior  fontanelle ; the lezser space  that  marks 
the  articulations of the  parietal  and  frontal 
bones is called the  posterior fontanelle. At  birth 
these  structures  are  distinctly visible, and  as  they 
are  more  or less developed, we say  our  baby  has 
a soft or  a  hard  head ; but  under  all  circum- 
stances,‘the  cranial  plates  are  thin  and  tender,  and 
the  head  requires  the  gentlest  handling. 

Now, we can  understand  the  baneful effect 
upon  those  membranous spaces, the fontanelles, 
especially the  anterior  one, over which  the  firey 
fluids we have  just  mentioned  were always 
poured,  might  have  upon  those  delicate  structures 
of the  infantile head ; and  when  it  happened to 
be denuded of hair,  which is often the case, still 
more  injurious would they be. There is another 
peculiarity  about  the  head of the newly-born- 
viz., soft swellings-mostIy between the  parietal 
and  occipetal bones-commonly called the 
tumour of the  scalp,  and i s  due  to  cranial 
pressure  during  birth.  An effusion of fluid  into 
the  membranous spaces and  cedama  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  takes place, As a  rule  the so- 
called caput s t ~ c c e d a ~ ~ ~ ~ m  rapidly  diminishes  by 
the  absorption of the effused fluid. In  other 
cases the  tumour  persists for some weeks, and  may 
require  surgical  treatment.  There is little for 
a Nurse t o  do but  to  carefully avoid alZ pressure, 
or rubbing of any  kind  with  lotions of any  sort, 
without medical sanction.  Unwise  meddling 
with  the  tumour will be sure  to do harm,  and 
possibly make a simple  trouble  a  serious  one. 

f To be coutikbed. ) 
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from  the flnest seed only,  The  most efficacious and rellable 
Loeflund’s Mustard Leaves (prepared speclally  for  Slnapisms 

form of mustard.piaster.  Clean quick, portable. Tins oi 
10, 1s. Ed. Speclal quotatlons  for  larger sizes contninlng 60, 
100, and 200 leaves each, R. Baelz and C0.,54-20, St. Mar3 
Axe, E.C. 

SPECIAL  PRIZE  COMPETITIONI 

WE have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that we are  enabled 
to offer a Special Prize-viz., a Sewing  Machine, as per 
illustration,  which  is  furnished  with a handsome  walnut 
cover, of the value of FIVE GUINEAS,  to  the  com- 

petitor who makes  and  sends  in  the  neatest  and  most 
effective NURSE’S CAP. lizdas.-The cap,  which should 
be  accompanied  with  the full name  and  address of the  com- 
petitor  and a statement of the  exact cost of the materials 
used in the  making of it, with the  coupon  cut  out of our 
advertisement  column, securely packed  in a box, must 
be addressed to ‘I N u w i q  Becord Special  Prize Com- 
petition, St. Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lcne,  London, E.C.” 
I t  must be delivered not  later  than  Saturday,  August I, next. 
The manufacturers have  kindly  undertaken  to  teach the 
winner (free of any  charge) how to  work  and use the 
machine. The machine is on view and can be seen any  day 
from ten to twelve at the Vertical Feed  Sewing  Machine 
Company, 24, Aldersgate Street, E.C. 

PRIZE ESSAY COMPETlTION8-XXIII~ 
[Honourable  Mention.] - 

Describe, for n Hos#itaS contuininz fif& beds,  the 
nu~nber of Nz~sinz Oflciuls, SLaA Pz@iZs, or Pro- 
bationers repired; ~ltentioiolz their  duties, fheir  
hours, and the rquZati0n.s mcessary for theiv satzs- 
fnctory worhinz. - 

BY MISS LoursE W E B B .  

HE Hospital,  consisting of fifty  beds, will be T divided into  four  Wards, .A and B, women’s 
Medical and  Surgical,  containing  each 

fourteen beds ; C, men’s Medical, having  twelve 
beds ; and  D,  men’s  surgical,  with  ten beds. 

The  Staff  will  consist of a  Matron,  two  Head 
Nurses,  four  Nurses, five Probationers,  and  three 
Night Nurses. 

During  the  day,  to  superintend  Wards A and 
B, there will be  a  Head  Nurse,  having  under  her 
in  each  Ward  a  Nurse  and  Probationer,  with  a 
__ 

NOTICE.-Messrs. Baelz and CO. respectfully invite corres- 
pondence from  the members of  the Nursing  profession t o  
whom  they  will be happy t o  forward full  particulars of Mes$rs. 

cases a8 may be found conduclve to  a  thorough  and  practical 
Loeflund and Co.’s products,  and  quote special terms  In such 

test  ofthefie  “excellent  preparations.” 14.20. St.  Mary Axe, E.c. 
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