
medical  and surgical cases to  which  eveq 
Hospital is always liable, might  cause  all  the bed! 
t o  be occupied, and  might find too few Nurses t C  
attend  to  their occupants. T h e  average numbe~ 

' of patients last  year,  always in  the  Wards, wa! 
seventy-six,  but as we have pointed Out, the  la\\ 
of averages is valueless in  this  matter. If 
therefore, only enough  Nurses be provided ir  
this  Hospital  to  nurse  seventy-six cases, and al 
any one  day-say  through a terrible railwaJ 
accident-every bed is filled, what mill be donf 
for the  extra  twenty-four  patients ? Either theq 
must be neglected, or  the  ordinary  Nursing  Staf 
must be greatly overworked. W e  do  not for a 
,moment desire to criticise the  Nursing  at  the 
Infirmary.  From  all me hear! what  there is, is 
very good. Our  contention is that  any  Hospital 
must be  provided with  Nurses  in  strict  proportion 
to  its available beds, and  not  upon  the  average 
number of patients  admitted  in  any  particular 
yeat.  Our  correspondents  do  not  inform u s  how 
the  Wards  are  arranged  at  the  Carlisle  Infirmary, 
and of course this is an  important  point  in  esti- 
.mating  the  number of Nurses  required for the 
,.work ; but we shall be within  the  usual  margin 
when we say that  no woman can efficiently nurse 
more  than six or seven patients,  even if they be 
all  in  one  Ward,  during  the  day-time,  nor  more 
than  fourteen,  at  night. 
' Then, on the lowest, and, as we haveshown, 
apon  an unwise, scale, an average of seventy-six 
patients  require eleven Day  Nurses  and  at  least 
five Night  Nurses.  Sixteen  Nurses,  then, we 
may safely say, mould be the  very  minimum 
number  requisite  for  the  work  at  the  Carlisle 
Infirmary.  But we learn  that  there  are  only 
nzize, altogether. W e  will not  repeat  the  number 
gravely  stated  to u s  as being on  night  duty,  and 
in responsible charge,  therefore, of seventy-six 
human beings, all  more  or less ill  and  requiring 
attention, because it is almost  incredible. But  the 
mere fact-which me have verified by  referring  to 
page 37 of the last Report-that there  are  only 
nine Nurses  in the  Infirmary,  proves  that  it is 
lamentably  under-nursed. 

In  the next place, the  sleeping  accommodation 
for  the  Nurses is, we are  led  to  understand,  in 
immediate  connection  with  the  Wards,  a  system 
discarded  six years  ago  by  most  n~odernised 
Hospitals,  and which cannot,  upon  every  ground, 
be too  emphatically  condemned. We need not 
lay  any special stress  upon  the necessity for  altera- 
tion  in  this respect, because it is officially stated 
to be the  earnest wish of the Medical  Staff and 
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the  Committee  that  better  bed-rooms  should be 
provided, as soon as  possible, for  the Nurses. 

But  this  most essential reform  has, we regret 
to  learn, been obscured,  and  to  some  extent re. 
tarded, by an  attempt  to  combine  with  it  a new 
scheme-the provision of Private  and District 
Nurses for the  richer  and  poorer classes outside 
the walls of the  Infirmary.  Nay, more, we are 
even informed  that  this  latter  scheme is being so 
eagerly  advocated as, in a large measure, to 
thwart  the efforts of those  who  are desirous  to 
make  reforms  which  are necessary in  the present 
organisation, before attempting  to  carry  out any 
fresh measure. Now we yield to no one in  our 
admiration of the useful  work  which District 
Nurses  perform for the  community,  and we 
strongly  approve of Private  Nursing  Institutions 
being affiliated with  the local Hospital, because 
we believe that  such  a  course  is advantageous, 
both  to  Nurses  and  to  the public. But,  in  the pre- 
sent case, there  appears,  to  our  minds,  to be the 
gravest  objections to  the  scheme  in  question, 
and  these  are  strengthened  by  the  very  arguments 
employed by its  promoters. 

T h e  first duty of the Carlisle  Infirmary is 
towards  the  sick  poor  admitted  into  its Wards, 
but i t  also  has  obligations  to  its employCes. At 
present, as we  have  shown,  its  Nursing Staff 1s 
far too  small. Either its  patients, therefore, do 
not receive all the care  and  attention which 
should be  bestowed upon  them,  or  its Nurses are 
completely  overworked.  Indeed, we fail t o  under- 
stand  what  happens  to  the  patients  when  the 
Nurses  are off duty,  for we presume  they ?re 
absent  from  their  Wards  for  meals  and recreatloll 
during  certain  hours  every  day.  The  primary 
need, therefore,  is  for  an  increase  in  the number 
of the  Nursing Staff,  especially in  the number 
placed upon  night  duty.  Justice before gene- 
rosity is an accepted aphorism,  and we cannot 
understand  how  the  Committee of the Carlisle 
Infirmary can hesitate for a n~oment  as to  the 
clear  path  which lies before  them.  They plead 
that  an igcrease in the number of Nurses means 
increased.  bedroom  accommodatiou,  and both 
mean greater  funds  than  they possess. They 
plead that  some of their  most  influential sub- 
scribers are  actively  advocating  the establishmellt 
o f  a  Private  Nursing Staff for  the  richer classes, 
but  cannot be brought t o  see the necessjty. of 
increasing the  attendants  for  the  sick poor lnslde 
the Hosp&.al. W i t h  all  due deference to  the 
committee, we consider that  their  duty is Simple 
xnd very  easily defined. If the  Bishop of Carlisle 
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