
‘ZLettera to  the Ebitor, 
Notes, Querlee, &C.) - 

Whilst  cordial& inviting communi- 
cations upon all subjectssfor these 
coZu~nns, we wish it to be distznctly 
understood that we do not IN ANY 
WAY hotd ourselves resjonsibleefor 
the opintons expressed by our  cor- 
resfiondents. 

We shuN be haj jy  to answer, as fitr as W C  can, aZl 
questions submitted  to us. 

I N F I R l I A R Y  CHAPLAINS. 
To the  Editor of The Nursins. Record.” 

Sir,-I  have  read  the  letter  from ‘I A Chaplain ” with 
much  interest,  and  having  had  experience of Workhouses  and 
Infirnlaries  for  nearly  forty  years,  can  confirm  all  his  remarks 
as to  the difficulties  connected  with the  work.  But  on  look- 
ing  back,  there  is  much  cause for encouragement  in  many 
ways, especially as regards  the  building of chapels, of which 
I well  remember  the  first,  as I believe, a t  Cuckfield,  many 
years ago. 

But  it  is  chiefly on the  matter of officers and  superin- 
tendents  that I am  anxious  to  express my hearty  concurrence 
with  the  remarks  made  in  that  letter. I t  is at  least  thirty 
years  since I expressed my conviction  that  the  remedy  for 
many of the  evils  which I had  noticed,  both  in  London  and 
country  \Yorkhouses,  would  be  in  the  appointment  of  officers 
of a sullerior  position  and  character,  with  some  training  for 
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‘ I  One of the  most  powerful  works of fiction  in  its  own  llne  that  we  have 
lately  encountered;  almost  every  word  in  her  sentences tel!. . a 

Storles  bear  ryreading . . . dramatic  element  very  great In quality . . . l‘his 1s high  praise,  but  it  is  literally  title.  Those  readers  who 
know able writing  when  they  encounter  it,  will,  on  coming  to  the  end Of 
‘ N o t  for the  Night  ‘Time,’ find  they  are  possessed of an achievement in 
fiction  which they will  care  to  remember  and preserve.”--” I ahlet. 

with  which  the curtainsof  horror  are  drawn  closer  and  closer.”- Ohscruer. 
“ T h e  story must he read  to  convey  an  adequate  conception of the  art 

ONLY A SISTER 3 
By WALTER ADAM WALLACE. Cloth gilt ,  price 6s. 

Post Free. 
‘l The production of a clever  man . . . Notably well  written.”- 

Afhe7raz~r.  

describing  things  as  they  really are.”-The Sjeaker. 
“ Shows a rare  insight  into  human  nature,  and  such a rare power of 
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their difficult duties,  and  tact,  as  well  as  sympathy, for the 

posts should not  be  sought by the  many  educated  women  who 
various  classes  under their  control. It is surprising  that  such 

are now  applying for remunerative  work ; for separate  Infir- 
maries  and  District  Schools  there  are no difficulties  in the 
way,  but i n  Worlchouses there is the  unanimous  desire of the 
Central  Board,  as well as of Guardians,  that  married  couples 
should  be  employed,  and  this  naturally  complicates  the 
matter,  for  though  it  would  be  easy  to find etlucatetl  women 
as Matrons,  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  obtain such men 
to f i l l  the  posts  ofmasters,  except  in  the  larger  hfetropolitnn 
Workhouses,  where  both  oficers of the  Army  and  Navy 
would be well  fitted for the  position, as for prisons, and 
would possess the  Itnowledge of government  and  discipline 
which  is so essential. 

But no Board  has  as  yet  had  the  courage  to  carry  this 
out, the  one  idea,  apparently,  being  to  appoint  onicers 

loxer posts,  and  being  trained i n  the  narrow  groove of Work- 
with  previous  experience,  which  means  having  risen  from  the 

house  management,  without  regard  to  other  qualities  and 
fitness. Eut it is not  only  the  higher officers who  we  desire 
to  see  thus  fitted  for  their  work. I t  is  most  important  that 
there  should  be  training  for  other  posts  also,  both of men 
and  women,  and  now  that  such  are  to  be  found for the  Salva- 
tion  Army,  the  Church  Army,  and  other  organisations, why 
should  they  not  be  forthcoming, if they  were  sought  for,  for 
this  great  national work also? 

I venture  to  think  there would be  fewer  persons  taken  be 
fore  magistlates  for  refractory  conduct  and  other  oficrces  i 
those  who  were  placed  in  authority  over  them  had  some 
knowledge  of  governing,  and  maintained  a  dignified  and 
calm  beariug,  instead of returning  railing  for  railing,  and 
abuse  for  abuse,  as is now too  often  the  case. I have in) self 
heard  the  grace ” said  before  dinner,  for a dining-loom of 
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