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being  legally qualifictl to practise h t c t r i c s ,  thcir lawful 
m Aoyment by medical ~ncn  could not be held lo I)c 

i!fanlous conduct ” in a professional rcsl)cct. There woultl 
t h e n  he the   anondy that doctors who cnlployctl unqualifictl 
fcmalc assistants  could do so with  impunity,  while thosc who 
cmployetl unqualified ~nale assistants would l)e lial~lc to I)c 
struck off the n’cy-i.:ckt: The practice of midwifery by woIncn 
was a relic of 1)arbarous times. The profession had no fear 
of t he  competition of midwives, I)ut  on the growxls of pul)lic 
safety  they ought to be thoroughly  trained. I t  was not to I)e 
expected  that  in three months they would be able to  learn 
cven  the terms applied, Inuch lcss the  physical  anatomy of 
the  parts. T h e  puhlic  were well a l h  to discern the difference 
between sltill and ignorance ; antl, except on the ground of 
economy, he had never  in his esperience lanown a woman in 
confinement to prefer a wolnan to attend her rather  than a 
man. It would be unjust  to  put  women  who  were  not fully 

ualified, in  competition  with lnen who hacl obtained a medical 
ctiploma after a five years’ cnrriculum. 11 was much Inore 
difficult than in  years gone by  to  treat  women in confinement 
successfully, for as the results of civilisation  the life of wolnen in 
town was such that  there was a very much larger proportion 
of difficult cases requiring  the use of forceps antl other instru- 
mental  aids, and that n u m b e r  was increasing  with  each 
advancing  generation. The  Witness then quoted in proof 
of this  statement some statistics from t he  cases  which  he had 
a t tended  within  the  past t en  years. 

Dr. I-IUGII WOODS stated that medical lnen cngagccl in 
g,enernl practice olljected very strongly to the legal registra- 
tlon of midwives. By midwives he did not wish to be 
understood as mcaning obstetrical  nurses; the two ought 
not  to be confounded.  0l)stetrical nurses should bc trained 
i n  the  highest manner, and registered  legally. A mid- 
wife was an auachronism ant1 a relic of the dark ages, 
and their  registration  would  prevent the very desiral)le 
extinction of midwives-women who  considered  thcm- 
selves conipetent to perform  the part both of the  doctor and 
the nurse in  confinements.  Anyone  who  undertook  the  duties 
connected with parturition shoulcl have a thorough n1ctlical 
training, and should be well acquaintcd  with  the  laws of 
anatomy. There could be no distinction  drawn  between 
normal and abnormal labour, and it  was in t he  normal cases 
that  the  largest  nlortality arose. Everything should be clone 
to discourage  the itlea that norn1al labour d i d  not  require  the 
~nost sk i l led treatment.  Three months’ training was utterly 
insufficient. I-le considerecl that three years’ training was 
necessary. To recognise any wolnan as capable of attending 
confinements would b e  to recognise by law a pcrnicious 
doctrine, and one calculatctl to do great harm. No scientific 
obstetrician ought to maintain that thcrc \vas any case of 
labour  which ought ,1101 to have t h e  I)enefit of the skill of a 
thoroughly-clualific(l tloctor,  either 111ale or fcmale; hut il a 
woman,  she should have the capacity to go througl~ the  mcdical 
course  before  being  permitted to practise midwifery. 

The CHAIRMAN : I s  your objection to the  registration  or 
midwives founded upon what is proposed in the Bill, or do 
you think that under no circumstances  it would I x  clesira1)lc 
to  register or give  certificates  or  licenses to certain classes of 
wonlell to perform what they now do  without  license? 

W I ‘ ~ X E S S  : It would I)e highly  ol)jectional)le, as it would I X  
giving a legal  sanction to their  competency,  which is 11011- 

existent, for they are not competent to attend, and if they could 
he I)revcnled so much  the better. 

I A M  glad to note  that  mcler the patronage of the 
Exeter  Idterary Society and several members of the 
Medical profession, it  is proposecl that a course of 
six lectures on Elementary  Nursing be given by 
Nurse \\ilI,l.IARLSON, M.1I.U.N.A. There will be two 
lectures in  each week, viz.,  TuescIay and Friday 
afternoons, at 3 o’clock, at the Barnfield Hall, 
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