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tendent of this  Institution,  and  my  business  is  with you.” 
(I N o ”  I answer,  quite  coolly,  “you  are  the  Superin. 

But  he  upraises  his  hands in nervous  agitation. 
I ‘  No! really, I assure you-you are  mistalten, I have 

nothing to do with  the  Nurses,  except  quite  nominally, 
er,  er-that  is  the  Matron-er,  er--the  Matron  inter- 
views  and  reports,  you know. 

I look at  him  quietly- a spare  sharp  featured  trim  little 
man,  with  quite a military  air-and s ~ t c h  ltindly eyes-poor 
dear weak little  man,  he i s  universally  respected  and 
beloved,  in  spite of his  deplorable  lack of moral  courage. 

I place the  morphia  bottle  upon  his  desk. “ I  have 
come  to  deposit  this  bottle  with  you ; it  has  doubtless 

last  night  from  the  effects of an injection of morphia, 
been  reported to you,  that No. g in Matthew  ward,  died 

given in mistake  for  ergotine- I ulish to explain.” 
The  General  Director  has  not yet retnrned to his  seat ; 

he  gives a hasty  glance  at  the  door ; it  is close shut-he 
straightens himself up-his  moustache  bristles  severely. 

c r R l y  dear  young  lady, I must  once  again suggest that it 
is in  the  Matron’s office you  must  explain  this  unfortunate 
affair.” 

desk,  and fix him, 
I walk  forward a step  or  two,  rest my hand on the 

‘ I  I s  the  Matron  in  charge of this  Hospital,” I ask 
quietly, “ i s   she  responsible to the  public for the  acci- 
dental  death of the  patients? What areyou? 

We  s ta re   a t  one another for half a minute.  Then  he 
says  curtly :- 

’‘ Sit  down”-and  down I sit. 
‘ I  What  have  you to s a y ?  ’’- he  questions  in a half 

whisper. 

whatever  for  this  accident.” 
“Tha t  I am quite  determined  not to accept  any  blame 

I ’  Who has blamed you ? ” 

public, so I have  come to give  you a true  statement of the 
Sister  Matthew  has  already  called me a murderess in 

case, as I recognise you as  the  responsible  head of the 
Hospital  in  the  absence of the  Committee.” 

I then  state  the  facts,  and I add as I rise to leave the 
ofice :- 

“ T h e  organization of the  Nursing  Department in this 
Hospital  is  rotten  to  the  core,  This  accident is only a 
little  more  serious  than  many  which  occur  and  are 
hushed  up.  No. g’s  death is due  to  the  shameful 
neglect of duty on the  part of the  Committee of this Hos- 

and  have /.nilm? t o  perfoorm them-men who, through 
pital-men who have undertaken  grave responsibilities, 

unpardonable  weakness,  have  permitted the  absolute 
autocracy of an ignorant  and  unscrupulous woman. 
The  whole  thing  is a sham  and a fraud.  Don’t 
be angry, I must speak out  for  once  (for  my victim is 
growing  paler  and  paler with agitation),  and you lmow 
I am  speaking  truth.” 

Poor  little  man,  he is simply  trembling  with excitement. 
He leans  over  his  desk,  and  whispers  earnestly  in my 

ear- 
’‘ My dear young  lady.”  Hush ! hush ! let  me  pray of 

you. Be discreet,  for  your own salte, let  me beg of you- 

by  your  feelings; you-1-1 ought  to  report  you to  the 
let this  interview  remain  unknown ; you are carried away 

Matron,” 

myself,  because I am not  afraid of your  Matron  or your 
‘ I  But  you will not,” and I rise up laughing  in  spite of 
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