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from the facts we have just discussed, The eftect of the
stagnation of the blood stream shews itself in torturing
cramps (like no other cramps) especially in the lower
extremities, that present a gnarled appearance from the
stiffening of the muscles, but too often commencing death,
intense abdominal pain, the dusky hue of the face, its
deadly apathy—the coldness of the body, a coldness from
within, not mere surface coldness—these are the more
noticable effects of the stagnation of the blood, or intense
venous congestion.

Let us turn to some of the collateral effects of the
draining of the fluids of the tissues——the ravenous insati-
able thirst, a sort of despairing cry of Nature for fluids—
who thereby gives us a great clinical lesson (only it has
taken us a long time to learn it) that as only fluids can
replace fluids, we must feed the blood, and endeavour by
restoring its lost fluids to excite the circulatory current
in lime to save life. Some patients crave for cold drinks,
and others take any drinks that are given them—-but all
find that fluid nowrishment is imperative.

Another effect of the drain upon the finids of the body
is its rapid emaciation, and this is shown in the singularly
wasted hands, accompanied by a peculiar sort of grip,
that has been called the ‘¢ tiger-claw’ of Cholera.

The facies of the disease is quite characteristic. Apart
from actual disfigurement, I know of nothing that so
alters the countenance as Cholera marked features; the
sunken eyes, the dark shade of the face, its one expression
of apathetic despair are some of the most noticeable
points. The writer attended some admirable lectures on
Cholera on our last visitation (we had cases as well then),
when the Doctor showed some realistic coloured plates,
life size, of the faces of Cholera patients—I think they
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were taken in Parls—which portrayed the changes I have
just described, most wonderfully.  So altered are the
sufferers that their very dearest can hardly recognise
them, and, although conscious to the end, they do not
appear to recognise them, or anything around them.

Whilst upon the subject of Cholera it may not be with-
out interest to touch upon some of the methods pursued
by Physicians in past years—which, as usual, were based
upon mild efforts at cure. Amongst others, three agencies
were greatly relied upon, purgatives, narcotics, and brandy
—of the first two days calomel (an Indijan dress) and
castor oil were administered under an idea that cholera
could be eliminated from the system by purgation—*¢ a
similia similibus curantur notion'’—-these purges were
combined with the two last mentioned remedies, opiates
and alcholic stimulants, and one Physician of much
eminence in his day pinned his faith to brandy and
laudanum, and discarded eliminates(?) The etiology of
the disease shows us that narcotics are not advisable—
we do not want an arterial sedative here, aud I think we
must all admit that there is quite enough purging.

Then another and more recent line of treatment was
adopted, and minute doses of chloroform and dilute
sulphuric acid given in abundance of water was
administered to the sufferers—a merciful advance in the
right direction,

Again another remedy for the disease has been tried,
we may almost call it a natural one—iot brine baths. And
the Droitwich physicians assert that if given at the outset
of the attack, the disease may be arrested, or if, on the
symploms of collapse coming on, the life of the patient
may be preserved. However, this may be, the thermal
treatment is, to my mind, of much Nursing interest; it

PURITY.—STRENGTH.—FLAVOUR.

7 Prize Medals, 7 Gold Medals.

7D : “Tancel”
" 4 Strongand.
g pure

Can he obtained in 6d. & larger tins from most Grocers.

[T 3 ” NON-
JEYES FLUID "roisonous
The Strongest, Cheapest, and Best Disinfectant.
Used in the majority of Hospitals, Asylums, Unions, &c¢.
. N —

g Y 5]
o A o 9
3 4 F @
=1 -~ Z
GES 250

o
niE w0
nZ 2, 7
O 3 S
T = o 2

= g

[he] 7]

TRIPLE MILLED TOILET SOAPS,
Samples and all particulars to Superintendents on application.
HEAD OFFICE —43, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C

ORK

TO NURSES

Vigo Street, Regent Street, W.
MELVILLE & CO.’S
Improved Silent Ward Shoes,

For Ease and Comfort,

13,

Being hand-
sewn, gives with
every movement
of the foot, and
arefastened with
improved patent
clasp, thus
avoiding untidy
strings, and but-
tons coming off.
so often the case

7/

We guarantee the rubber not to come off the heel, as is
in cheaper makes.

Sent Post Free, 5/11. 7n Square or Medinum Toes,

We also recommend our Speeiality Button Boogt, made with-
out 2 seam over the joint for District Nurses.

In Square and Medium Toe, 16/11 & 18/11.
Do not buy trashy Jewellery!

CARPATHIAN GOLD

Is warranted to stand the sase testof acid as applied to 7eal gold, and we
guarantee the workmanship, fashion, finish, and appearance, to be equalto
18ct. Gold, To prove this fact, wewill, with pleasure, send asample Caseof
Jewellery for inspection on
approval on receipt of refer-
ence, ora depositof 5s., which
will be returned on receipt of
case, gemfl_ atonce
and judgeforyour:
self‘.J Oﬁrsplendxd
Catalogues con-
taining 1,000 il
ustrations. = Post
frec on application

Every dt’scri[ﬂfqﬂ
of Jewellery.

Lady's fashionable
Albert, with tassel
complete, 3/6,

No. 67, Lady’s Albert, 2/6, marvellous value.
F. PARKINSON & Co., 80, Lower Thames St., N., London, E.C.



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page849-volume009-13october1892.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page851-volume009-13october1892.pdf

