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ROYAL SYMPATHY.

WE are glad to learn that much practical interest is being
shown by all classes in Miss MARSDEN’s great work for the
Lepers. Her Committee has opened an account, called the
¢t Kate Marsden Leper Fund,” at Sir SAMUEL Scotr & Co.’s,
1, Cavendish Square, London, into which donations and
subscriptions are being paid. And it is an interesting fact,
and further instance of the Royal sympathy with all good
works, to which we have recently alluded, that the first
cheque entered into this account was a donation from . R.H.
the Princess MAY or TECK.

—_—
AN INTERNATIONAL NURSING CONGRESS.
‘WE are pleased, beyond measure, to learn that Mrs. BEDFORD

FENWICK has completely succeeded in one of the chief

objects which she had in view in undertaking her recent
journey to Chicago—her proposal that an International
Nursing Congress should be held during the Exhibition time
next year. The suggestion was most warmly received and
unanimously adopted by the Boards of Managers ; the lead-
ing Hospital Matrons throughout the United States have
promised their cordial co-operation, and it is now an arranged
fact that a Congress of Nuses from all parts of the world
will be held in Chicago in the third week of May, 1893.
Papers will be read by delegates from various countries, and
discussions upon these will be held, and probably certain
definite resolutions upon principles vital to the entire Pro-
fession of Nursing will be submitted for the consideration of
the Congress, so that a general concensus of Nursing opinion
may be obtained upon various essential matters. The im-
portance of this Congress cannot be over-estimated, and we
venture to congratulate Mrs. BEDFORD FENWICK most
heartily upon this new service which she has rendered to the
cause of Nursing, and our American sisters upon being
privileged to hold the first International Nursing Congress in
their own hospitable land.

————‘4__.
QUITE SO!

OUR comic contemporary, Z%e Hospital, continues, with
marked success, to provide ‘“amusement for all ages,” especi-
ally for the two extremes of childhood. The editor, last
week, proposed a riddle—Why is the Hospital the Hospital?
and without waiting in the orthodox manner for his readers
to ‘“ guess ” what on earth he meant, immediately let the cat
out of the bag, and announced that the ‘‘ answer” was—
““The Hospital is the Hospital because it is, and because it
cannot be anything else. We can well imagine that this
superly witticism must have convulsed with laughter the
class of persons who indulge in this light literature. The
first effect of the conundrum upon] our mind was to
Impel us to discover the exact grammatical meaning of the
Jjoke, and we found that the Dictionary defines < Hospital
as ““a receptacle for the sick poor”—a’ refuge for the desti-
tute.  Far be it from us (o term our amusing contemporary
a ‘““receptacle” of anything however poor. Still, we are
compelled to accept its editor’s conundrum, and trust that
x‘)‘ur readers will note his statement in all seriousness, that

the Hospital is *—wha. it is—** because it is and because it
cannot be anything else.” And when one thinks about the
sourrilous manner in which our contemporary has for years,
and on every possible occasion, vilified and abused that body
of eminent medical men and excellent nurses—the Royal
British Nurses’ Association—one is instinctively reminded
that many a true word has been spoken in jest.
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Discussion upon MMiss (Darsoden’s
TReport concerning the Sibhevian

Lepers.”
(Continued jfrom page 8§71.)

DDRESS by the honourable the Presi-
dent of the Society, A. T. POSPELOFF :—
GENTLEMEN, MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY,—

We have just heard Miss MaRSDEN'S
interesting report. We are now, thanks to her,

acquainted with the non-sanitary condition in
which the greater majority of the Yakouts lepers
live, and which undoubtedly, needs a medical
reorganization, not only in the interest of the lepers
themselves, but also in that of the healthy
Yakouts surrounding them. According to the docu-
ments presented by Miss MARSDEN to our Society, we
see that the local doctors and the administration of
the Yakutsk province have for some time past been
filled with an earnest desive to better the position of
the lepers of that province, but unfortunately, all their
wishes and appointments up to now, that is to say,
during the space of 65 years, have only been made on
paper.

Looking through these documents with three
Members of our Society, the doctors, N. Favirsxy,
N. 8. Sreransky, and L. N. MourziNe, we came to
the conclusion that the question of the abnormal con-
dition of the Yakutsk lepers, is far from being a new
one, and was raised, as I have already mentioned, by
Dr. OuxLousky in 1827, but has remained in the sune
state np to the present time, that is, during the last
65 years, though leprosy has existed in the Yakutsk
provinee, and is spreading among the Yakouts up to
now, undoubtedly demanding that energetic and suit-
able sanitary measures should be taken, similar to
those that have long existed in Norway, and which
are now established in our own Baltic provinees.

These measures chiefly consist in the isolation of
lepers, and according to the observations wmade in
Bergen, Norway, it hus been proved that it is only
through the isolation of lepers in special sanitary
colonies, that the degeneration of them can be effected,
and consequently the total disappearance of leprosy.
Thanks to Miss MaArspEN's energy, self-denial, and
tender-lieartedness, the question of the carc of the
Yakutsk lepers has at present received an immense
impetus towards its accomplishment. At present the
Government has already granted the permission to
organize a colony according to the latest demands of
medical science, similar to the one built near Riga

Miss Marspey has already collected over 25,000
roubles for this pnrpose, which she has remitted into
due hands,  We eannot but feel extremely grateful to

*Read before the Dermatological Society of Moscow, on April 2and, 18g2.

Your 0Old Watech Chain, Chatelaine, Brooch,
Bracelet, &e., of any metal or make, if sent to us can be
thoroughly cleaned, repaired, and beautifully plated with
18ct. Gold, lasting wear, silvered or nicke! plated. and returned
next day. Post free from 1,3 to 32. Your Old Spoons
&c,, silver plated like new. Price List free --ROBBINS, Gold
anddSHver Plater (Established 1865), 118, Fenchurch Street
L.ondon,



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page890-volume009-3november1892.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page892-volume009-3november1892.pdf

