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the lay element to be considered—persons in control of the
schools, but who have nothing to do with either making the
by-laws or in the selection of nurses qualified to be put on
the Register, We say it is not an Association to decide
who should be put on the Register and who should not.
No written or oral examination can possibly be a real esti-
mate of their qualification as Nurses, We say that ¢ the
effect of the proposed Register of Nurses, by granting
certificates of competency professing to be authoritative,
while being necessarily imperfect and untrustworthy, would
be to mislead instead of guide both the public and medical
practitioners, and to lower the standard of nursing by
placing numbers of insufficiently trained and inferior
Nurses on the same level as. their highly-trained
and thoroughly competent sisters.”” Our petition
further says: ¢ That the authorities of the nurse-
training schools are alone in a position, from their
experience and special knowledge, and from their intimate
acquaintance with the individual Nurses who have been
trained under their care, to certify who are fit and properly
trained Nurses, and that the certificates of efficiency given
by them are sufficient and are infinitely more valuable and
trustworthy than any certificate otherwise acquired could
possibly be. That no Association, having for its object to
test and guarantee by certificate the educational and other
qualifications of its members, has ever yet had accorded to
it such powers and privileges as the British Nurses Asso-
ciation aims at acquiring, until it has been shown by actual
results that its action has been beneficial to the public and
to the body it purports to represent, and that it has the
support of the leading members, as well as of the large
majority of the rank and file, of that Lody. The large nurse-
training schools of Great Britain, including the Nightingale
School, to whose labours the vast improvement which has
of late years taken place in the education and status of the
Nurses is wholly attributable, are, almost without exception,
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unrepresented in the British Nurses’ Association and are
opposed to its registration scheme.’? Of all the number of
metropolitan  schools, where the immense amount of
training goes on, only two, I believe, support this
scheme, and the large number of others ave.opposed to it.
If you go to the country, practically nine-tenths of the
hospital tiaining schools desire to prevent the system of
registration in the scheme proposed for the acceptance of
this Committee, My lords, 1 may refer to what Mr.
Bonham Carter says, It is on page 34 of our case. He
says: “ No one will, at this time of day, deny that moral as
well as professional qualitics are everything in a nurse,
that she has to be judged by her character and conduct ag
well as by her technical skill, by the possession of such
qualities as kindness, patience, trustworthiness, self-
control, discretion. How are these intangible things to be
registered ? 7 Then be refers to the nature of the nurses’
duties, and goes on : * Training-schools vary greatly in
their charagter, The instituiion may be said to be, as
regards by far the greater number of them, of compara-
tively recent date. Their methods are different, their
standards of requirements are unequal, and although
very considerable progress has been made, yet very
much still requires to be dome. It would be useless
to attempt to force the growth of these instirutions
towards more advanced views by any legislative measures.
Moreover, it cannot, I venture to think, yet be said
that those who have the direction of hospitals and
training schools, whether laymen or professional men had
arrived at such a general concurrence of opinion as to the
system to be pursued in the school and hospital, or in tl}e
standard of qualification to be required of a nurse, as wilk
render it practicable or expedient to lay down any general
conditions to which training-schools should conform, in
order that their pupils may be entitled to admission on &
general register. , Now, Icome tothis further con-
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The London Massage and Galvanie Hospital.

For Paralysis, Epilepsy, and Diseases of Debility in Adults, and
especially for Paralysis in Little Children.—Patron, The Very Rev.
The Dean oF LICHFIELD. THE SAMARITAN DEPARTMENT, 55,
Weymouth Street, Portland Place, is open every week day except

aturday at 1.30, and'on Wednesday evening at 6 o'clock. Free to the
Destitute ;, others contribute a small sum. The Patients of the West
End Hospital, which Dr. Tibbits founded in 1878, under the Patronage
of the PRincESss OF WALES, and the Presidency of the late DukE oF
BuccLEucn, are néw invited to transfer themselves to his care at the
gbove Massage Hospital.

. The Training School for Nurses and Private Nursing Institute
1s at 67, Welbeck Street. Some former Students are earning from £100
to £400 a year. Masseurs and Masseuses sent to Patients houses ; or
Patxen'ts. can be treated at the Institute, by Massage and all forms of
Elec'trlcxty, and allied Methods. Nurses trained at St. Bartholomew’s,
Guy's, and other London Hospitals sent to Medical and Surgical
Cases ; and Nurses are invited to enter as Members, Ladies and
Gentlen}en required as collectors for the Samaritan Department
upon Liberal Terms. The Fifth Yearly Session for instruction has

resumed,
TOHN SCOTT, Hon. Secretary.

I BolornsonyC®

90, Lower Thames St., N.,
London, E.C.

Our Magnificent new Cat-
alogues containing 1,000
illustrations, post free.
% Giveny Awav—A Guide

to Household and Garden

Requisites. [
Nurses will find many
things lo interest them.

Carpathian Silver Waiters and Trays of
world-wide reputation, wear white through-
out, and equal in appearance to Sterling
Silver. Sample 12in. diam., round or oval,
post fiee, 1/6. 14in. 2/6, 16in. 3'6, 18in. 5.
Thousands of Testimonials,

8841. Breakfast Cruet,
decorated art china bot.
tles, best silver-plated on.
nickel-silver frame, with
spootis complete, 10 6.

Marvellous Value.



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page960-volume009-24november1892.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME009-1892/page962-volume009-24november1892.pdf

