MARCH 23, 1893]

to hear what was said against me, and to reply to
it, when the Committee inquired into my case, and
he replied, ‘‘ Probationer Fisher was present with
them (the Sisters). She heard all the questions
that were put.  She had leave to put any question
to those Sisters she chose.” That, as you are
awate, is an absolute falsehood. You know that I
was not allowed to be in the Committee-room when
the Matron or the Sisters were there, and that I to
this day do not know what I was charged with, nor
the grounds given to you for my dismissal.
I see that one of your colleagues (Father
Gorman) felt compelled by his calling, at
. once, to correct your Chairman, and stated that
“ the Sisters were not present in my remembrance
when the Nurse was being examined. We were
quite unanimous that it would not be desirable for
the Matron or the Sisters to be present while the
Nurse was here.”” I am not surprised to observe
that Mr. Hampton Hale did not apologise to the
Court for his most misleading statement.

Your Chairman made another statement which
I quote as throwing additional light on his
strict veracity, or his accurate knowledge of
what transpires in your Institution. “We
on no occasion send Nurses out of the wards.”

This extraordinary statement was at once
questlon'ed, and Mr. Hampton Hale replied,
““ Well, it may have been done very rarely.  Since

my chairmanship began (7., in December, 1892)
I can say it has not been done.” Several of
the Governors actually appear to have believed
this statement, but the Treasurer felt compelled to
state, “ With regard to sending out Nurses to pri-
vate cases from the wards, it is occasionally done,
hut, as Mr. Hale said, so rarely that you might al-
most say not at all.”  As I write, I have before me
a list of seventeen Probationers who, while working
with me, were sent out from the wards to private
cases, and these cannot be a tithe of the actual
number sent out from the other wards, and of
whom I would never hear. It is only another ex-
ample of the same cruel indifference to the needs
of the sick poor, which you permit in the London
Hospital, that their attendants should be thus
sent away from them to earn a profit of £1,700,
last year, for the Institution.

i O{lce more, Gentlemen, I demand a public
Inquiry into the management of the Nursing
Department of the London Hospital, and especially
to the truth—or otherwise—of the statements
made by your Chairman publicly, to the Court of
Governors, on March.1st. And I would point out
that, now, your own reputation, and that of your
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Chairrqzm, is at stake, in addition to the welfare of
the patients and of the-Nurses.

T am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
Mary FISHER.

[Copy.]

LonpoN HospITAL,
WHITECHAPEL Roap, E,,
14th March, 1893.
Mapam,—I am directed by the House Com-
mittee to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 13th inst., addressed to them, and, in reply,
I beg to inform you that they have no intention of
re-opening a question which has already been care-
fully decided on.
I am, yours faithfully,
G. Q. RoBerrs,

Miss FiSHER. House Governor.

&
—&

Fresh Pages.

The Health Messenger is a penny monthly paper
devoted to the subjects of ambulance, nursing, medicine,.
health, beauty, and sanitation. In short, it is one of those
magazines intended to give lax humanity a monthly poke in
the ribs in order to draw itsattention to its shortcomings and
indulgences ; to show in some degrec, to each individual, how
far his present indifference to health is due to his divergence
from the straight hygienic path; and, finally, to indicate the
poth of common sense. Many are only too apt to run pell-
mell down the hill of self-indulgence and imprudence in
living and feeding, without realising their position, The
reading of medical or hygienic literature gives an occasional
pull-up, so to speak. This is the raison &élre of the Health
Messenger. So far as we have been able to judge from what
we have read in the copy before us, it is healthy and broad
in its views, and is not likely to develop that puny offspring
of effete civilisation, that bane of every hostess, that scorn
and horror of men—the valetudinarian, who is always anxious
about his health and its preservation, with the result that life
loses its true relish. It gives facts and advice, and inculcates
the advantage of acquiring a little intelligence and common-
sense, and shows benefit of shedding the rays of experience
and knowledge upon circumstances, and of acting according
to the light thereof.

This magazine is a very ‘‘ possible” one, in that it deals
with a practical subject whose interests are as far-reaching as
the human race. For no one with an intelligence above that
of an idiot but would acknowledge that health is the basis of
all enjoyment of life, and the foundation of sound mental
capabilities.

Experience teaches one best as to what food does or does
not agree with each individual constitution ; but why not be
gracefully introduced through the medium of print to hitherto
unknown foods and dishes, and to those little behind-the-
counter dodges of dishonest tradesmen who adulterate nearly
everything that has the misfortune of passing through their

S The “NURSING RECORD?”
ale than any other Journal
to Nursing Work.

has a Larger
devoted solely

The “NURSING RECORD”
Sale than any other Journal
to Nursing Work.

has a Larger
devoted solely



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME010-1893/page152-volume010-23march1893.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME010-1893/page154-volume010-23march1893.pdf

