
Lorcl  Bnrghersh’s  quarters ; and when  he   re turned   la te  
in   the  evening  f rom  dining out- 

“ H e  could  scarcely believe his  eyes  when,  on  turning to 
the  court-yard of the house, he  recognised his cnrriage 
unpaclting, for the  idea  of  her  accomplishing  the  journey 
from  Dijon in this way before  it was possible for anyone 

upstairs,  and  the  delight of their meeting  in such diflerent 
else to conle  had  never  entered  his  mind. H e  rushed 

circumstances  may  be  imagined.” 
T h i s   w a s   t h e   e n d  of their   adventures ,   and  two  or  

three  br ight   notes  from Paris end   th l s   p leasant  
collection  of  letters. The   who le   pa r ty   r ema ined   some  
weeks  in Paris  through  the  fetes  of  the  Restoration, 
re turn ing  to England  as the  allied Sovereigns paid 
their  famous  visit.  

Lady  Burghers11  was-especially  through  her in- 
t imacy  wi th   her   unc le   the   Duke   of   Wel l ing ton  ( to  
whom she was as a daughter)-much  mixed  up  in 
politics and public  affairs ; yet her daughter ,   Lady  Rose  
Weigall ,  says that- 

any kind,  holding the now  old-fashioned view that a 
‘ l  She  never  posed as a ‘ political ’ woman or leader’ of 

woman’s influence is none  the  less  real for being  silent  and 
unobtrusive,  and she was herself  certainly an  instance of 
the most perfect  devotion to domestic  duties,  with  wide 
interests  and a powerful  mind.” 
R e m e m b e r i n g   h e r  happy love for her   husband,  \VC 

read,  with  regret ,   that  she was  left a widow  in 1859. 
S h e  livecl on for 20 years  in  comparative  retirement,   but 
happy in  the  society  of  her  children and grand-  
children, and died  in  1879, a t   t h e  age of 86. - 

Zetters to tbe Ebitor, 
(Notes, Queries, %C.) 

Whils l  cordia& inviting conznzuni. 
cations upon all subjects f o r  these 
colu~~tns, w e  wish  it to be distmctly 
um’evstood that   we  do not IN ANY 
WAY hoZd ourselves res$onsible 
fo? the optniam e q h s s e d  by our 
correspondents. 

To  the Edi tav of The  Nursinq Record.” 
iMA~~ar,-The writer of “Nursing  Echoes,” in )’OUT 

journal of December z3rc1, mentions  the visit of H. R. H. the 
Duke of Cambridge to the  General I-Iospital, Nottingham, 
and expresses great  gratification at  the fact of the  Matron 

probable that  the Royal visit to  the Hospital would have 
assisting at  his reception,  and adds : “ Ten  years a g ~  it is 

taken place, and  the  Matron-although  the  responsible  head 
of the  Nursing departrne1~t--woult1~0~11~1 have  remained u n -  
recognised, even had she been suflered to be present.” As I 
was the  Matron  ten  years  ago,  and  until  the  autumn of last 
year, I beg to protest  acainst  such  an  assertion. I am quite 
sure  that  had His  Royai  Highnessvisited  the  Hospital  during 
the  time of my residence  there, his visit would have been 
made  under precisely similsr  circumstances,  and I should  not 
only  have  been sz@red but expcted to  be  present. Miss 
Icn~pht, as your correspondent  implies,  may,  in  the  thirteen 
morlths  she  has now been there,  have  done  much  to  educate 

members  knew how to behave  towards a lady, and  that one 
the ~’eelcly Board, but  even  before  her advent some of the 

wholn  they  had  thenlselves  placed  at the  head of their  Nurs- 
ing  department. I t  is too  hard  on then1 to  talk as if there 
were no gentlemen  amongst  them.  The  present lcind President 
was a member  of  the  Board  in n.y time,  and I have onIy 
pleasant  lnenlories  connected  with  him. 

of the medial staff, and I certainly  never felt myself called 
As a rule, I was  treated  courteously by the  members 

upon  to  hurry from a ward  on  the  entrance of any of 
them. I nlmt  here  declare  that I was rzof the  Matron  who 
told your correspondent  “rather  hitterly ” that  the  surgeon 
considered  her ‘ l  best employed  looking  after  her  blankets.” 
Whoever  she  was, I do not  suppose  she  expected i t  would  be 

deal of harm,  and I beg you will publish  the letter  which I 
ptrblislretl. Such  statements are calculatetl  to do  me a great 

now write,  to  contradict  them as far as I am  concerned,  in 
your next issue. I am  very  glad  that  the  hard  work  at 
Nottingham  (where I had  neither  a  Iiousekeeper  nor  Night- 
Superintendent  to assist me)  has  left  me  still  alive  to do so. 
I see H.R.H. was  only  conducted  over  the  Male  Accident 
Wards in the New Wing. They were  always  very  much 
admired as they are beautiful,  well-furnished  wards,  and  they 
still  have the  advantage of having  the same Sisters  over  them 

the Nurses’ charming sitting-room and  pleasant dining-room 
who worked under me for so many yeirs. I am pleased  that 

met  with H R.1-I. the  Duke of Cambridge’s  approval. They 
are  far  superior  to  those  in  most  Ilospitals,  and  were In 
existence  long before I left.-I am, yours  faithfully, 

[We regret  that  any  allusion  in our columns  should  have 
caused a reader  annoyance ; but we would point  out  that 
the  gratification we expressed  that  the  Matron is now 
being  generally  recognised as the  Superintcnclent of 
Nttrsiug, and  not  only  the  Houslteeper i n  our  Ilospitals, 
had  no  personal significance whatever. The last  decade 
was mentioned  as  the  time  in  which  this  beneficent  change 
has taken  place. No  one 1;nows better tlmn o~rIselves  the 
good work  done by Miss Rimingtcn  during  her  residence 
as Matron  at  the  General  I-Iospital,  Nottinghanl ; but 

inadequate  help, in a Hospital  containing 165 beds,  in  the 
from her  letter i t  will be  gathered  that  she received very 

performance  of  her  responsible  duties. We must  repent 
our  gratification that  her successor has  been  granted the 
assistance of two ladies-one as  I-Ionx  Sister and OIIC ns 
Night  Superintendent-proving most em~~hatically Illat 
the  authorities  have  recognised  the necessities of a modern 
Nursing School.--ED.] 

S. R. ALICE RIAIINGTOS, M.R.B.N.A. 

X LIVIXG WAGE--l;OI2. W O ~ I E ~ .  
To /he Editor of lhe Nzrrsiqr Record..” 

MAI)ALI,-I  have been interested  in  reading  thc letter : 
“ The  Living Wage-for Wonlen.” I  ann not hclp thinI<ing 
your corrcspondent  has made a slight  mistake in saying 
&I 18s. Gtl. per week is not a living wage ; it is LIOO 2s. 
per  year,  and  surely that is   no re than a living  wage for any 

am not working now, owing to failure of health ; my income 
careful wolnan. I an1 a Nursc o l  fifteen years’ standing, ant1 

not  quite L70 per  year ; n n t l  I find i t  quite easy to live very 
comlortal)ly on il ,  and  put  away  savings as wcll as h a ~ c  
sufficient for sulxcriptions  to the various  Societies  to  which 1 
am  attached,  and  other  little  charities  around me. I give 
you a tablc of espcnses  which may help  others ; b u t ,  lxforc 
writing  down  items, I wish to say I have  meat  three  timcs a 
day  and  wine  twice ; I dress  entirely  in  all  wool,  good Wclsl1 
flannels and  serges,  and  Irish  linen. I take a little country 
trip for a month every year,  and 1)ay nl)out 14s. for I’OOIIIS 
when  away. L S. d. 

Rent,  Gas, Rates and  Taxes of small house 
per  annum . . . . . . . . . . . .  14 o o 

Food ... . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 o o 
coal  and wo0;i . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 o 0 
Wine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  z 16 o 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 o o 
Incidental  expenses of a house, sweeping 

chimney,  breakages,  etc. . . . . . .  z o o 

L56 16 o 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME012-1894/page054-volume012-20thjanuary-1894.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME012-1894/page056-volume012-20thjanuary-1894.pdf

