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infection  than  in  England. I t  is a wonder  there  is  not a very 
great  deal  more  disease,  and I am sure  it  can  only  be clue to 
the  hapl~y  nature of the  climate  or  the  al)undance of air 
everywhere.  People  seem  to  trust  inlplicitly  to  the  sun  to do 
most  of  their  disinfecting  for  them. W e  are  not  great  in 
antiseptics  here for any  purpose ; yet,  strange  to  say, no evil 
results  seem to follow  us as a rule,  and  mitlwilery antl 
surgical  cases  have :I natural  tendency  to do well apparently; 
there  seems  very  little  septicremix We  can  number  about 
170 beds in all. I think  you  would  say  that  the  general 
Nursing of the  Hospital  is  very  good,  the  patients  are  well 
cared  for  and  made  most  thoroughly  comfortable,  except  in 
the  infectious  wards,  which I consider  still  rather  a  blot  on 
Bombay. I t  is hoped  we  may  be ab!e to inlprove  these 
presently. The  Ward  Sisters  now  here  hlve  all  had  wards 
in London I-Iospitals, and  they  are  thoroughly  experienced 
and  have  their  wards in  excellent  order. The  Nurses,  until 
now,  have  not  been  trnined so long as three  years,  l)ut  the 
time for training  has  been  gradually  lengthening,  and  lately 
it  has  been  extended  still  further,  and  it  has j u s t  
been  arranged  that,  in  future,  Nurses  will  sign  an  agree- 
ment  for  four  years,  three of which  are  to  be  spent  in 
Hospital. I think  now w e  ought  to  be  able  to  train  Nrlrses 
quite as well as any  English  Hospital, so we shall aim  at 
being  second to none. There  is  some  want of experi- 
ence  in  cases  for  Nurses  at  this  I-Iospital, as there  are EO 
few  surgical  cases  among  Eoropeans  generally, antl this is 
purely  for  Europeans. W e  shall  make  up for that, I hope, 
by  sending  the  Nurses  for  part of the  time  to  the  native 

All  Saints’  Sisters  have charge of two native  I-Iospitals  besides 
Hospital  where  there is a l ~ ~ ~ d a n c e  of experience, and the 

the  European.  It is difficult,  however, to  Nurse  natives  like 
English  people, or, I may  say,  impossible ; so the 1)est 
NzwsiTzg is here,  and  the  best  experience  is  at  the  native 
Hospitals.  All  accidents  happen, as R rule, to the native 
population, as, of course,  they  are princi11ally employed  in 
the various  industries  of  Bomlmy, &c. Also  there is more 
variety of disease  anlong  the  natives  apparently  than  among 
the  English  who  colne  into  I-Iospital.  A  good  many of the 
Nurses are purely English,  people  whose homes, for some 
reason  or  other,  has  Ixen in India,  others :m Eurasian,  antl 
these,  with  good  training.  can  make  as  good  Nurses as 
Englislr women. I t  is  doing a greater  good  to  India  really 

is to  bring over  here  an  unlimited  number of  English Nurses. 
to train, as far as possible,  the  women of the  country  than  it 

Moreover,  English  Nurses, as a rule,  have  not  quite  proved 
a success, so many of those  who  have  come  to I’oona and 
I3ombay  have  not  done  well,  but  have  either  shown  them- 
selves  unable  to  adapt  themselves to Indian  hahits  of  lifc,  or 
have  not been afJle to stand  the  climate, &c. I quire  think 
that  an  English  element  among  the  Nurses will always  be 

are  well known  and  tried  alredy in  England,  their  influence 
very  desirable,  antl if we  can  have  picked  good  Nurses,  who 

may  be  most  salutary  and an immense  help  to  the  work  in 

I J G ~ Y  of won1en who  simply  come  for love of change  or some 
India; l)ut  it is the  chosen  few  that  we  want,  and  not a large 

other  nlotive  no  higher. 1 could not IJut think that a 
letter  which I saw a couple of weeks ago  in  the N U R S r S G  
RIZCORD, on the  subject of ‘ Professional  Nursing  in  India,’ 
was  calculatctl to mislead  consideraldy,  and I only  hope i t  
will  not  bring  out  Kurses  here  in  any  number  under a wrong 
impression. I t  is  quite  true  that  there  are  many  people in 
India  wanting  Nursing,  and  the  Icnowledge of its value  is  only 
slowly  growing,  and  the  demand  for  Nurses is not as yct 
great,  and  the  European  population,  which  alone as yet 
chiefly  wants  Nursing,  is  very  scattered  indeed. ?‘hree 
lIospitals in  Bombay,  two  in  Madras,  and  certainly one in 
Calcutta,  are  every  year  turning  out  Nurses  now, SO the 
numbers of trained  Nurses  are  steadily  increasing  along  with 
the  demand.  The  Sisters of St. John  the  Divine  have  the 
prillcipal  private  Nursing  in  Bombay;  there  is 110 other 
Association  in  competition  with  them,  alld  yet,  altllotlgh  they 
o d y  mtlster almut 15 private  Nurses,  which sounds very 

trifling  after  London,  they  are  not  always I)usy all  the year 
round,  there  are  long  slack  tinics  occasionally ; the  Nurses 
go long  distances, too, very ortcn. Private  Nursing for a 
Nurse on her  own  account in  India would be, as  yet, i n  lnost 
places, a very  hazardous  proceeding.  When  people  begin  to 
troop off to England ahout May,  the  Nurscs  here  have 
very  little  to do for  some  time. I am anxious to Imow 
whether  Nurses  trained  in  Bomhay  are  eligihle  for  regis- 
tration  if  registered i n  England.  Miss B-- told  me I d o r e  

parts,  and I feel now I have  not  told  you  half I might. As 
I left  England,  that  you  would be glad of news  from  foreign 

I look  out  on  our  lovely  large  garden,  with  its  many  flowers, 
and  compare  it in thought  with R London I-Iospital,  there 

surroundings  at all. Lire is altogether  very  diffkrent  to  what 
seems  very  much  to  be  said  still to make you  realise  our 

i t  is  in  Lor,don  streets. If it  has  its  drawhacks,  it  certainly 
also has  its  enjoyments,  antl  it is well to  dwell  on those 
chiefly, I think. We shall  have the great  heat  upon u s  very 
soon,  and I have no  doubt  it will be  trying;  Nurses  must find 
i t  so, I am sure when they  are  ol>Iiged  to  go  on  with  their 
work,  but  then  one  is  not  called  upon  to  wear  many  clothes 
out  here,  and  all  the  houses  are  adapted  for  heat, as they  are 
not in  England, and, after  all,  it is very  nice  never to 1)e 
cold. We have  had  nothingso far for  four  months  but  lovely 
summer  weather  with  unfailing  sunshine,and  only  two  showery 
luornings  and  no  very  overpowering  heat.  Nurses’  hours  are 
rather  shorter  here,  antl R great tied of work is done 1)y 
ward  boys  which  probationers  and  ward  maids  would  do  in 
England.  Altogether, I do  not  think  they  have a l.)ad time at  
all. Their Ix~ng,~low here  is  most  comfor~ahle ancl pretty.” 

-- 
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