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Board of  the Royal  British Nurses’ Association, or 
the  Committee of the Registered  Nurses’ Society, 
will not be deceived by false certificates, however 
much  these may mislead the uninitiated  public, and 
the result, therefore, is that  the Nurses, to whom 
we have alluded,  are  debarred  both from the pro- 
fessional status  and  the  chances of first-class work 
for which they  seek, 

It is, perhaps, unnecessary to  point  out how 
eminently  unjust  this is, and it is difficult to believe 
that, when this  is  brought to the knowledge of the 
Committees of the  Hospitals which pursue  this 
system, they will not  immediately  take  steps  to 
prevent  such  proceedings in future. ‘I’he fact that 
the certificate  is  untrue  makes  it valueiess, and the 
time which the  Nurse has spent in its  acquisition 
is, therefore, entirely wasted. It must be remem- 
bered  that whereas ;L Nurse, who has been trained 
under  such  conditions, and who consequently has to 
make  up one or two years to satisfy the  requirements 
for  Registration,  can,  perhaps, now, obtain work 
for that  time i n  special, I f  not in general,  Hospitals; 
but there is every reason to believe that,  as  the 
training becomes more  distinct and better defined, 
it will grow increasingly difficult for Nurses to ob- 
tain  such work, except as part of a regular training. 

If Registration were merely a temporary system, 
this  result might be ignored, but, seeing  that  all 
experience proves that,  once the system has been 
started  for  any profession, its great advantages 
cause  it  continually to develope and extend,  it is 
certain  that  there wi l l  be a growing demaud on the 
part of the medical profession and  the  public,  that 
only Registered Nurses shall be  employed  in the 
best cIass  of private nursing. To debar, therefore, 
women from enrolment upon the  present or future 
Register of Nurses is, practically, to debar  them 
from the best class of professional work, to place 
them on a level w i t h  the  amateur  and  the  quack, 
and to  do them  irreparable professional harm. 
Such  results  cannot be regarded with equanimity 
by any  Committee of honourable men, for it  is 
easy to foresee the increasing difficulties which will 
be experienced by insufficiently trained  Nurses in 
gaining  their livelihood i n  the  future. It is, therefore, 
of the first importance  to  those who desire  to  enter 
the profession and  to become recognized, hereafter, 
as thoroughly trained Nurses, that they should be 
most careful i n  the selection of the  training  school 
which they enter.  They  must  ascertain, beyond 
auy shadow of a  doubt,  that  the term of training 
for which they engage themselves shall be  education 
in the wards, under  competent supervision and 
instruction, and that they shall not, for a longer  or 
shorter  period of that  training, be compelled to 
experiment upon the  public i n  private houses, at  the 
expense of that public, to  their own detriment,  and 
for the sole benefit of the  Hospital which thus 
makes money out of them instead of fulfilling its 
,ontract to  educate  them  efficiently. 
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