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creased its term of training from two to three 
years, so that  there  are ten out of the twelve large 
General  Hospitals in London which have adopted 
that  standard, 

In  the Provinces,  there  have been, during  thesefour 
years, a constantly  increasing  number of Institu- 
tions which have  undertaken the systematic training 
and certification of Probationers, and  the record 
now stands  thus :--There are forty-eight Institu- 
tions which train for three years,  twenty-five for 
two years, one for eighteen months, and seventeen 
for one year, while  four vaguely state their term as 
“ from one  to  three years.” Looking more care- 
fully into  these figures, we find that,  during the 
past year, in only two instances  has  there  been a 
retrograde  movement ; the  term of training at  the 
West Ham Hospital having been reduced from  two 
years to one, and  at  the Royal Infirmary, Derby, 
from three years to two. I t  may be taken for 
granted  that  both  these  Institutions will, in  due 
course, regret the  adoption of this lower standard, 
and will revert to the more modern and advanced 
system. But, on the  other  hand, we find that  the 
Great  Northern  Central  Hospital in London, the 
Devon and Exeter  Hospital,  the  Northampton In- 
firmary, the General Hospital in Nottingham, the 
Sussex County  Hospital,  the  Ridderminster I n -  
firmary, the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham, and the 
Bridgewater Infirmary, have raised their term from 
two years to three. The London  Temperance 
Hospital  has raised it from one  to  three years. The 
Royal  South  Hants Hospital  and the Worcester 
General  Infirmary from one year to two, and  the 
Guest Hospital, Dudley, from eighteen months to 
two years. 

Now the significance of these facts cannot be 
over estimated. That twelve important hospitals 
should, in one year, have raised their standard,  and 
that nine of these should have accepted  the three 
years’ system, is proof positive of  the  immense 
strides which are being made i n  this country towards 
that uniformity of training, which is not O ~ Y  of 
cardinal  importance,  but  the very first essential to 
the introduction of any regular system of technical 
education for Nurses. 

For these figures, we are  indebted to that very 
valuable and  interesting publication, the NURSING 
DIRECTORY, and we sincerely trust that in its next 
issue it  Inay be able to show still further  advances 
and improvements in the system of training in- 
augurated  during  the  present year  by the various 
large 11ospitals of  the Provinces and of Scotland. 

It is lloteworthy that  Ireland  holds a very 
advanced  position in this matter. Out Of twelve 
training schools in that country, one maintains 8 
four years’, eight a three years’, one a two Years’, 
and two a one year’s standard of education. In  
other words, nine hospitals out of twelve  in Ireland 
hold to the  modern term, and  there S w m S  every 
reason to believe that,  coincidently with this, all 
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