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SEA WATER. 

From  the  earliest  times, sea 
water, like sea air,  has  been  recom- 
mended for invalids, and the  tonic 
and  strengthening effects of both 
are well recognised. Recent  inves- 
tigations, however, have  shown a 
scientific fact  which may, to some 
extent,  accounl for the beneficial 
results of sea water. It has  been 
proved  that  some of the  most  deadly 

bacilli-those of anthrax  and  typhoid, for example, 
-are unable  to live, or  multiply, in sea water. 
Whether this be due  to  the  iodine,  or  only to the 
common  salt in the water, remains  to  be  proved. 
But  the fact of the  antipathy of the fluid to  the 
most  destructive  germs is both  interesting  and  im- 
portant. 

A NEW  TREATMENT FOR HYSTERIA. 
The  old-fashioned  mithods of treatment of 

hysterical  attacks  are  becoming  rather  out of date 
i n  these  advanced  days.  Splashing  the  patient 
with cold water is now considered  antediluvian, 
and  even the use of the  interrupted  current  has 
ceased to be a novelty, and  its moral  force, therefore, 
is proportionately  discounted. A French  physician, 
however, going, he  believes, literally to the  root of 
the  matter,  has  cured  some  violent  attacks of 
hysteria by forcibly drawing  the patient’s tongue 
from her  mouth  during  the  attack with a pair of 
forceps and keeping  it in that  position for some 
minutes. T h e  patient was SO much  astonished, 
i n  each  instance, at  the  treatment,  and so visibly 
annoyed  at  her  inability to use her own tongue, 
that  sheimmediately recovered, anda  permanent  cure 
wasin every similar  casee~fected,altllough every usual 
line of treatment had previously failed.  Instead, 
therefore, of asking an hysterical girl to  hold  her 
tongue,  the  modern  treatment  for  her  complaint 
would apparently be that  some  one else should 
hold it for her. ‘The system at  any  rate  is  delight- 
fully simple, and as it can do no harm,  it is well 
worthy of ;L trial  in appropriate  cases  in  this 
country. 
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BROMOFORM. 
For some years past  the  treatment of whooping 

cough  which  has  rendered  the  best  results,  has 
been based  upon one of two principles ; either  that 
the disease is due to nervous  influence,  or  that  it 
is dependent upon some bacterial agency.  For 
the  latter  reason,  antiseptic  drugs  have been largely 
used, and in some cases, undoubtedly,  with  ex- 
cellent results. On the former supposition,  nerve 
sedatives  have  been  employed,  to a very large 
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