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and  that, before their  entrance  into  the  Hospital, 
they  should  have  proved  their possession of a 
minimum  amount of knowledge of anatomy,  phy- 
siology, and hygiene. Such fixed standards would 
compel a more or less  general  adherence to a certain 
amount  of uniformity  in the  practical ward-work. 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  adoption of a 
fixed standard of ward-work, would press hardly 
upon  some of the  smaller  Hospitals,  which  at  pre- 
sent only obtain  Probationers with difficulty, and 
which, i t  is said, would not  obtain them a t  all if 
further difficulties were thrown in their way, or if 
further  demands were made  upon  their  teaching 
powers. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  this  is a matter which 
would be  capable of easy adjustment,  and  that 
arrangements  could well be made-and if the system 
came  into force,  would undoubtedly be made- 
between the various Hospitals i n  each  district, so as 
to utilise their clinical work in the training of Nurses 
upon a somewhat  co-operative basis. \\’e believe 
that  the  principle of this syste‘m has  already been 
put  into  practical  shape several  special Hospitals 
being i n  the  habit of receiving, Tor definite terms, 
pupils from general Hospitals which do  not possess, 
themselves, the  material necessary for imparting 
such special instruction. ‘l’his system, we learn, has 
w o r l d  admirably, both for the  Hospitals  interested 
i n  it,  and for the  Probationers who have  thus  been 
passed  through a  varied routine of Nursing work. 

I t  would be  comparatively easy for  the system to 
be  organised upon a wider and  more  general basis, 
instead of being,  as nl: present, of an  occasional  and 
somewhat  haphazard  nature.  And we take it, that 
it W O L I ~ ~  be a principle of the examining  Boards for 
Nurses, which would be  established  under  the 
uniform examination system, that  the erforts of 
the  examiners  should be directed to ascertaining 
whether  the  candidates possessed the necessary 
knowledge  and  experience fitting them  to receive  a 
certificate of efficiency ; and,  provided only that 
the  Nurse  could  produce  the necessary testimonials 
of having  passed  through  the ful l  curriculun~ 
demanded,  quite  irrespective of whether  she  had 
obtained  her  instruction,  and  practical  ability in 
Nursing, in one, two, or  more  Institutions. This 
would be following the  analogy of the  present 
system of medical  education,  which  permits  the 
student, so long  as he  can  prove  that  he  has  passed 
through  the necessary course of study, to obtain his 
experience  and his  certificates of study,  therefore, 
at as many, or as few, recognised  Hospitals  as  he 
pleases. I t  is  true  that,  at  present,  it is more  usual 
for  him to remain  throughout  his  student life at one 
Hospital  alone,  but  recent  developments  make  it 
probable  that,  in  future,  there will be a greater 
diversity of choice  exhibited by students as to the 
general  and  special  Hospitals at which  they  elect to 
obtain  their  practical  experience. 

The printers of this Jou rb l  beg to apologise for the 
careless mistake lnacle in the  first editioll of last week’s 
issue. The Editorial, p. 338, 5th line cf sq., had several 
lines transposed. Anyone returning  a faulty copy to the 
Manager at  the Ofices shall receive a corrected copy 
in return. 
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