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ALBUMINURIA I N  TYPHOID. 
A WELL-KNOWN French phy- 
sician has recently stated his 
belief that albuminuria,  though 
an almost constant condition 
in typhoid, is also one the sig- 
nificance of which varies. The 

. albuminuria which appears at 
the end of the first week, or 
early in  the second, is merely 
that of pyrexia, and does not 

in  any way  affect the course of the disease; It is 
in  those cases in which it appears at  the end 
of the  third week that  it gives an indication of 
grave changes in the kidney, and that urcemia 
may declare itself at  any time. When  such is 
the case, the patient is clearly in a very critical 
condition, and requires the most careful watch- 
ing, however slight the  attack of typhoid. Re- 
covery may take place after the appearance of 
such kidney complications, but it is not usual, 
and  two-thirds of such patients die. A further 
fact of importance is, that  the  quantity of albu- 
men  passed is no indication as to  what the 
_result may be; the amount of urine is much 
more important,  and when this is small the out- 
look is very grave. 

doubtless  arise raucous comments on Dr. Haff- 
kine's beneficent work. But, seeing that his 
experiments  have been carried  out at  an ex- 
pense to himself not only of some thousands of 
pounds,  but of shattered  health,  it will be difficult 
for his  detractors to impugn  his good faith or 
singleness of purpose. It is  earnestly to be 
hoped that  Dr. Hafilrine will soon and com- 
pletely regain the health which has been en- 
dangered by  his arduous labours;  and  there 
seems every reason to believe that  his remedy 
will prove efficacious to  the saving of thousands 
of lives and of incalculable suffering. 

CANCER HOUSES. 

ATTENTION  has been drawn, in this column, 
upon several previous occasions to certain 
interesting  facts which have been recently  pub- 
lished, concerning the apparent infectiousness of 
cancer. It has, for example, been proved that 
a  number of persons who successively occupied 
certain houses, and were quite  unconnected by 
any blood relationship  with  each  other,  succes- 
sively died from the  same  type of malignant 
disease. Since  attention was first called to this 
matter,  such  facts  have  accumulated  in  such 
numbers as to render it almost an  accepted 
doctrine that  there  are veritable '' cancer-houses" 
-in other words, that  there is some infectious 
principle involved in the dissemination of 
cancer. Then  the conclusion. which has for long 
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