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heart itself, its  rapid  removal  by  tapping  often 
causes a temporary  strain  upon  the  heart’s 
action;  and, therefore, it is by no  means  un- 
usual for patients  to suffer from  syncope  during 
this operation. The  Nurse should  therefore be 
provided  with brandy  or  some  other  stimulant, 
so as  to  be  able  to administer  this  immediately 
if the doctor directs it to  be given. The  out- 
ward  application of iodine is often  ordered  in 
these cases, in  order  that it may  cause  the  partial 
or complete  removal of the effusion by its action 
as a ‘‘ cozctzter-irritant.” The  Nurse should  then 
remember that  the first  application of iodine 
usually  requires  to  be  very  carefully  made ; the 
skin  should  be well  washed  with  soap  and  warm 
water  in  which a little Condy’s  fluid or  carbolic 
acid  -has  been  placed,  and  then,  having  been 
thoroughly  dried, the iodine  should be painted 
over the affected surface  with a  soft large  brush. 
It is better  to  use too  large,  than  too  small, a 
brush for this  purpose,  because  the  application 
is ‘more  readily  and easily made  thereby,  and it 
is important  that  the  patient  should be exposed 
for as  short a time  as possible.to the chance of a 
chill. ~ 

Inside  each  pleural bag, then, is one of the 
lungs. Each of these  organs  is composed of a 
large  number of minute  bags called air cells.” 
Each  tiny cell is formed of a thin  membrane 
round  which  circulates  the  finest  capillaries of 
the  pulmonary  circuit;  each  little  bag  opens 
into a tube which is the finest  continuation 
of the bronchi,  or  breathing  tubes,  and  the 
arrangement of which is well illustrated  in 
the  appended  diagram.  From  this,  you will 
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understand  that  the  air  which  rushes  into the 
chest,  from  the  mouth  and  throat  when a  deep 
breath is taken,  passes down through  the 
bronchi into  their  smaller  and  smallest  branches, 
until it reaches  the  terminal  air cells. 
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