
neglect of duty or, breach of discipline. By nature I 
am reserved and lacking in moral courage-I am there- 
fore  totally  unfitted  for any position. of’ great pro- 
minence in a public Institution. It is a great relief to’ 
me  to seek the advice of our Matron-a strbng, wise 
woman-and I am quite satisfied in my quiet little 
sphere of work as  Sister of a medical ward. I feel 
convinced many women  who apply for Matronships 
are,  as to natural  character  and disposition, quite as 
unsuited  to perform the very responsible and trying 
duties in connection with the post as I was. I think 
if there were some  means of communication between 
Matrons  and Hospital Committees, by which a list 
could be  kept of women possessing the necessary 
chavncteristics for su@erirztem!ence, that a far wiser 
selection  might be often made to fill the vacancies for 
Matrons  as they occur. We Nurses have, many of us, 
suffered from the lack of discipline resulting from 
weak and unwise goverpment  on  the part .of Matrons 
not possessing the necessary qualifications to  rule, 
and I know of one or two splendid women, strong, 
firm and just, who are simply wasting their unusual 
talents in subordinate positions, when they should be 
leading. Yours, . 

‘ A PRIMROSE, &c. 

,ARE Ir STAFFS ” GIVEN  TO  SNUBBING? 
To the Edifor of c c  The NzLrsiag Record.” 

D E A ~  h/IADAM,-The letters on “Staffs” in your 
delightful paper  are very interesting; as  it shows the 
different experiences poor “Pros.” have met with. 
Personally, I have experienced both kinds, snubbing 
and otherwise. I began my training in a  large 
London  Hospital, where my life  was made unbearable 
by  the continual zaqphy of the Staff under whom I 
was placed. I was not the only one who  suffered 
from her. Later I went to  a well-known  County 
Hospital, where I received many kindnesses and 
great help and encouragement  from the  Staff Nurses, 
whom I shall always remember  gratefully for the 
pains they took with me. But  it is not only Staffs the 
poor ‘LPro~.” have to stand  snubbing from. HOW 
about  Sisters?  In this same County Hospital 
were two Sisters whose treatment of Nurses-Pros, 
and Staffs alilce-made all Nurses  dread  being sent to 
their wards ; and wl!en there, they were perfectly 
miserable froin continual worrying and hustling when 
qulte Llnnecessary. If it had not been for the justice 
and l&xjlless of the Matron, who removed me from 
one  of  these wards, I should have been compelled to 
resign my post, as my nerves could not bear the strain. 
I thinlc there is as much cause for making improve- 
ment i11,the Sisters  as in the much-abused Staffs. 

Yours truly, 

-- 

A  LOVER OP JUSTICE. 
Pitfirrane, Dunfermline, 

,‘ Fife. - 
THE TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER. 

TO the Editor of ( (  T h e  Nursi~f  Record.” 
DEAR MADAAf,-May 1 ask Other Nurses one Or 

two questions  through your paper  regarding  the treat- 
ment of typhoid fever. I  have lately been in Genoa, 
wllere the fever is very prevalent-not through bad 

cleaned. Out. To every flat there is round tub-!1ke 
mater supply, but through the cisterns SO rarely be!% 
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day, and I was told they  are full of, all impurities from 
not  being emptied from year‘s end  to year’s end. From 
what I understood, too, in Italy, they  do not seem to 
recognise any difference between typhus  and typhoid: 
I was not in charge of the patient, but 1 undertook  to 
do some of the nursing, and a thihg I had  never seen, 
before was, the  patient  had  about a quart of tepid 
water, with a  small  quantity of dalol, injected  once  or 
twice a day. The doctor  said the warm  water  entirely 
took the poison out of the system. The .patient was 
very hysterical, which seriously,retarded  her .recovery, 
and s.he complained that it was painful, but  I  should 
imagine it would be very soothing in  most cases. The 
salol I did object to, as  it  made little hard solid balls, 
and filled up the  tube and.nozzle. , Can you suggest 
any way of making  the salol soluble ? I mixed  it with 
boiling water, but as soon as  the water got  tepid it 
became  hard. 

I t  is some  years since I left Hospital, but in my 
time, and under the doctors I worked for,’no injection 
was ever given. Indeed,  I  remember one  patient 
who was twenty-one days without having the bowels 
relieved,, and then he was allowed .a ‘simple warm 
water injection only. Is it usual to give  injections 
here in England ? 

The doctor was very insistant, too, that  the patient, . 
should drink red wine, which he  said killed the germs 
‘-why, he never explained. In France, I have  heard 
it is usual  to  begin  treatment for typhoid with,a  dose 
of castor oil. Has  that  tieatment been ‘adopted in 
England ? 

In Sweden it is customary  to mass( the abdomen, 
of course  very  gently, to bring down the  temperature. 
I liave  such ‘faitli in massage that I can imagih‘e  flre 
result, if properly executed, would be most beneficial, 
but only under a very  practised  hand. I hear, too, of 
a  Swede who allows his patients, if they are not too 
weal;, to  get up  and walk about. I  suggested perfora- 
tion and peritonitis, but he says  such a thing  has never 
once occurred with anyone he  has treated. Aftei- 
hearing  these  things one naturally asks. Are we not 
rather bigoted in our treatment of diseases, if these 
opposite methods succeed as well as ours and, perhaps 
better? But I am am old fashioned, and would like to 

( ,  

, ” 

learn what we do in England now. 
- .  

Yours f.;iithfully, ’ 
I .* M. E. W. 

” -12, Pembridge Villas, 
Southfields, S.W. 

* .  

- 
CONVALESCENCE  FROM  SCARLET  FEVER. 

To the Editor of T h e  Nrcrsing Itecod” 
DEAR MADAAI,-F’orgive my troubling you with a 

letter,’ but my little girl  has just recovered from 
scarlet ‘fever, and lias been convalescing at Miss 
Masse’s Home for children recove.ring from scarlet 
fever, at  High Barnet. I  thought that  perhaps 
if I ‘told you what very great  care  and attention 
she had had, and how very very tomfortable Miss 
Mosse had made her  and  the lady I sent down 
with her, that perhaps if  you had an opportunity 
of recommending the  Home either to patients or to 
doctors who  mould be likely to have them, that you 
could have every confidence in doinpso. I am sure 
Miss Mosse’s venture deserves to meet with success, 
but of course without very great influence it js, I 
suppose, very uphill work to start with. 

Very truly yours. M. R. S, 
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