
barbarous and cruel demand, from  nurses  .upon the 
part, of some of the leading abdominal surgeons. ,,, 

Yours sincerely, 
A GYN(ECOLOGICAL,‘NURSE. 

. .  

.. . . 
, AUTOCRACY. 

, To.the Editor of The .Nzwsing Record” 
, ’ DEAR MADAM,-I hope, if you think  it suitable for 

insertion, you  will find space for a short letter in the 
NURSING RECORD, for I feel in a moralizing mood, and 
ilesirous, of imparting  my conclusions to others. It 
seems to me that  the  lesson’to  be derived from the 
recent occurrence at  the Royal Free Hospital, which 
has  attracted so much attention,  is the need of more 
courtesy and consideration for patients, and their feel- 
ings, on the  part of hospital officials, not only those of 
the Royal Free,  but of many others also. I am sure 
many nurses will bear me out when I say  that it is ,a 
common failing, on the  part of the resident medical 
and nursing staff of a hospital alike, to expect. 
their patients  to have . absolute, supreme, anil 
blind faith in them, and to  have  no wills or 
minds of their own. Perhaps the treatment of the 
resident medical officer at  the Royal Free was 
right, and it was eonsidered better  that the  fracture 
should not be put up or  the dislocation reduced until the 
next day. This, we know, is frequently the case, but 
surely this might have been explained to(?Iiss Snowdon. 
How easy it would have been to say, It is advisable 

* for  you to be admitted, but we shall not be  able to do 
anything till to-morrow.”’ But no ! the house surgeon 
made up his mind as to  the  proper course to pursue, 
put it was quite beside the  mark  to enlighten the 
person most  interested  on the subject. Then, again, 
setting  aside the (‘ostentatious ” search for entomo- 
logical specimens, which  was surely unnecessary, I do 
contend that it  is bad nursing to keep a patient for hours 
in suspense, and momentarily expecting and dreading 
the setting of a limb, when a reference .from the nurse 
in charge to the house surgeon  might  have  settled the 
question. I don’t know whether it will be  set to-day ; 
very likely not ; but, if the house surgeon doesn’t come 
in soon, I’ll find out,” could soon have  been  said and 
acted upon, and Miss Snowdon’s mind set  at rest. 
We nurses get into a habit of looking upon our 
patients as so many dummies to be .“taken in and 
done for,” and consequently, I am afraid, often fail in 
the courtesy, and in the consideration for their feelings 
as individuals, to which they are undoubtedly entitled. 

Yours obediently, 
MORALIZER. 

(( BADGES.” 
TO the Eaitov of The N2vsing h’ecordJJ 

DEAR MADAM,-I  was delighted to learn from your 
valuable paper, last week,. that  the leading London 
Hospitals are adopting distinctive badges for their 
frnined Nurses. Would it not  be possible for some 
such badge  to be adopted, common to  all hospitals, to 
be  worn by all trained  Nurses ? Since uniform is so 
misused, something of the sort becomes almost 
necessary. I am quite disgusted with the so-called 
nurses, who masquerade in  the country in all kinds of 
costumes, evidently donned  for effect. I am thinking 
as I write of a .young person who strolled about our 
village in a long grey-cloak, with double cape,. all 
lined with scarlet silk, which, I need not say, was 
displayed to the utmost, A fiinge. nearly down to the 
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