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The action of Miss Northam, the daughter of a
Californian millionaire, in adopting the stage as her
vocation, is Causing . considerable comment in- the
American Press. Miss Northam herself, states that
she has “Vegetated in Society, and got such a sickening
of it that her soul revolted.” = With regard to
“temptations,” she’’says 'she has not éxperienced
nearly so many in her stage life as at her father’s  pink
teas, : yellow. - luncheons, and. crushed
dinners”. .. .0

A ~5\\fritelj; in' the Queen suggests that there - is an
- opening for English girls who have not qualified them-

selves to earn their living, and are obliged to do so, as’

children’s nurses in Northern India, The demand for
English nurses is great,and the supply quite inadequate.
At the same time, the disadvantages which are

eénumerated, are, we think, sufficient to make. mogt.

English giils think twice before they elect to seek their
fortunes over the seas. " The probable salary which
an English girl would command would be.about £20
to £24 a year. The.position is a lonely one. She
could no more in India,than in England, expect to
associate on equal terms with her employer’s circle,

which would probably represent all the gentlefolk in .

the station. She would have most or all of her meals
with the children alone. She would be debarred from
the sergeants’ and volunteers’ balls and entertainments
to which the ordinary nurse is invited. She might find
it a trial to see her employer go to garden parties, and
gymkhanas, and dinners, and dances, while she was
condemned to a monotonous round of duty with the
children. She would have to find out by actual
experiments whether she liked the camp life which
certain officers lead for several months in the year,
which somi¢ ,women loathe, and- others extol as the
most perfect existence. We do not think the prospect
1s sufficiently alluring to render it likely or advisable for
many girls to make their.way out to India, for the
purpose of finding a situation such as is described.
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.“TALES OF TRAIL AND TOWN.?¥

" “PHERE-never 'has been a writer 'quite like Bret -

Harte.. -Mapy, people may have in.their minds at this

moment the remembrance of their feelings when' first -

they tooleup-and rénd “The Luck of Roaring Camp,”
or * Tennessee’s Pardner.”

It was new ground then-—the new literature of a new
country--and its enchanting novelty acted like a spell ;

theigtdries wére so_fastinating that it was not quite
dge them_dispassionately, Now, after ;

possible to ju
S .
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14 Fidas of Prailnd Tomnd': - By Bret Harte, - Chatto § Windus) |
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MR 19, 1898] Ebélszmntzﬁingaﬁl{gcgra;-«_&- Thospital Whorld.
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" and emotions, which'is genius.
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1:the lapse: of v‘;ynggsqu?,ft‘ep»ihe advent. of &, Rudyard

Kipling, do these Californian stories stand-theifest?
“Fhe answer, I think, is; and. must be; “Yeg2 " There

wid Ty 1% BT L L
.1s a’'quality in the Work of this author+ihich.is ubigue,
‘a flavour which: renders:the ‘most ordindry épisode
delightful as he relates i, and a power to’ describe
intelligibly the, most mixed and complicated sensations,

A A
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. The new volume contains -all ‘these- gualities in
unimpaired freshness. They are. .all°examples of the
art of the narrator carried to.perfection.:: The story
itself is the weak point in.oné:or two’of them, which
seem to have been introduced simply to fill the volume
to the size demanded by thé publishers, butthie first
and longest of the collection, ¥ The ancestors of: Peter
Atherly,” is full of all- Bret .Harte's * characteristic
excellencies, including the total unpreparednessof the
reader for the dénouement; which yet, when if:comes,
is felt to be the one artistic conclusion. = * .~
One wonderful touch occurs in the death-scene of
Peter's mother—the widow ‘who, in days gone by,
brought up her twin children and did the washing for
the frontiersmen of * Rough and Ready.”. She drinks
herself to death— ““ had been, for the last two’ years, an
inmate .of a private asylum for inebriates, through
certain habits contracted while washing for -the- camp
in the first year of her widowhood.” ‘There has always
been a curious lack of sympathy between her and. her
successful son, who supports her “in - luxury,  but
despises ‘her low weakness. On her’ death-bed he
. gathers, from some broken ravings: of hers, that his

“ZEnglisht father was a man of birth, but, in the midst

of the interesting revelations,

the woman loses
consciousness. . S

¢ Is she dying—can’t you bring her to?” said the anxigus
Peter, <¢if only for 2 moment, doctor,” ™" ~ =T -
T’m thinking,” said the visiting doctor,.an: old Scotch
army surgeon, looking at the. rich Mr. Atherly with codl
professional contempt, *‘that your mother willoa do_ any
more washing for me as in the old time, nor give nup her life
again to support her bairns. And it eesna my intention to
Dring her back to pain for the purposes.of general conyersa-
tion,” : SR
e g e
“Two Americans” is charming, but it might possibly
have been - written -by somebody - else.. .Not. so
“The Judgment of Bolinas Plains.” . In this story. the
.stage, and the people who move upon. i, are b‘ogh
equally exclusively the property of the author. ', This
tale; too, gives a vivid example of the trait mentioned
above, namely, the ability to make -obscure or mixed
motives clearly comprehensible to the mind of the
reader. The study of Ira Beasley is as fine as any-
thing in the Bret Harte rdpertozre. -~ - - . - .=
«Alkali Dick? is a curious story, & story that noebody
else would have succeeded in making possible.. Itis
very reticent, .and the only possible clue fo. the
. charming mysteryofitis the signatureof thgqunqu‘slvg‘ttg;
written by Dick to the young Countess, and then torr
" up. ~¥Richard kountains” may, conceivably have heen
in reality thedescendantof AA~rmand.de.,Eon;:opeHes sand
. doubtless this is what the author intended to suggest. -
The one word of French which occurs to, the mind of
‘ the supposed. spectre—“Perdu}”~-js an extremgly
- happy thought ; its natural effect upon the terrifie girl
iseasily to besupposed, o 0 el e
- In YA Night on the Divide” one is bagdly in want p:
* a little more time in which to make tbe particulasly
charthing herd’s.acquaintance. - . e My R

. G.;



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME020-1898/page240-volume20-19thmarch1898.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME020-1898/page242-volume20-19thmarch1898.pdf

