
It  had  been the custom in the Glasgow  Royal 
Illfirlnary to give a series of lectures for the 
probationers which were to be attended simult- 
aneously with the  acquiring of the practical part of 
their work. This for many reasons was not 
satisfactory, but it led .to the consideration of 
another scheme, viz., the  taking of a special course 
of three months‘ instruction, including elementary 
anatomy, physiology and hygiene, followed by a 
course of clinical instruction before being admi’tted 
into the  wards for the learning of the practical 
part of a nurse’s work. Class certificates were 4 

given at  the end of each course of lectures, stating 
the percentage of marks received by each pupil on 
examination in the different subjects. 

A p I p  for a final examination before granting 
diplomas had  not been fully developed, but it was 
hoped that an independent committee could be 
formed, who conjointly with  the matron and 
medical  staff should conduct the examinations. 

They  were greatly aided and encouraged in this 
undertaking at  the  outset by one of the professors 
in surgery in the University of Glasgow, who in 
an address to the nursing staff  urged that  nursing 
be raised to a distinct profession, with  its entrance 
examination, its minimum requirements, theo- 
retical and practical, its teachers, its exanliners 
and its diplomas. Fears  were expressed by some 
that  this  system of training might produce pseudo- 
scientific nurses, but they proved to be groundless. 
The limited time allowed only elementary teaching, 
though it was thorough. 

Anatomy as it was taught enabled the  nurse to 
handle the hunmn body with intelligence but no 
more. Physiology made her acquainted with the 
functions of the different organs that she might be 
able to detect ally deviation from the normal. 
Hygiene, that she might know what  was meant by 
healthy surroundings  and how to secure them in 
the best manner. 

The greatest advantage gained was found to be 
in the uniformity of instruction given ; it was 
k ~ ~ o w n  just what to expect from each probationer 
as she entered upon her course in  practice;  and 
altogether it was found SO satisfactory to  the 
nurses already in training as well as to  the 
Inanagement, that many of the former went 
backward in tl1ei.r course  and  were excused from 
duty long enough to take  the  same  instruction, 

The time may not have arrived for training 
schools in  this country to take  such a long step  in 
advance towards securing uniformity in practice 
and theory as to adopt  the plan of the Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary in giving a preliminary course of 
instruction. Boards of trustees would no doubt 
delnur at the additional expense, and it might  take 
a good while to educate them to an  appreciation 
of its advantages, for advantages it certainly  has. 

(To be continued). A I ,  

TRAINED NURSE, is as follows : 
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