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Z b e  IRuceee’ llBfeafonarp 8eeocfatfon. 
(111 aid of the Medical Mission Work of the S.P.C.K.) 

MISS MaRP KINGSLEY’S ADDRESS. 
I  presume I have been requested to speak to you 

in order  that my imperfections may tllrovv by contrast 
into their  proper light the. utterances of the  great 
‘authorities  who have spoken, or will speak, to 
you to-day. Some portrait  painters, as you know, 
put in a baclc- 
ground to the 
;ortrait of a 
great man, a 
background that 
loolts rather like 
a very bad Lon- 
don fog, or like 
a slab of slate, 
or   l ike   the 
makings of un- 
common dirty 
weather. Thi t  
is in itself .un- 
interesting, but 
yet which serves 
the purpose of 
throwing into 
high relief the 
s t r e n g t h   a n d  
beauty of the 
portraits. Such 
an artist un- 
doubtedly re- 
quested me to 
be background 
to-day, and I 
gladly obey. for 
I yield to no 
one in my admi- 
ration of those 
men and women 
who, throwing 
down their lives 
beforetheirGod, 
l e a v e .   h o m e ,  
friends, comfort, 
country, in order 
to save the soul 
lifeofthoseraces 
of men who are 
neither kith nor 
kin to them. I, 
in my heart, be- 
lieve all  kinds of 
missionaries are 
heroes. I know, 
however, it  is a 
most  dangerous 

years had  laboured in the deadliest part of West 
Africa, and he rose at me like a lion saying, “ No, we 
are not heroes, we only  do our duty.” I aslced  him 
civilly what heroism consisted in escept doing one’s 
duty, but I got no anwer.  It is no use talking com- 
mon sense to.lnen nowadays, and if there had been 
some missionaries from bad  parts of China, and so on 
present, I darebay I shoulcl have been torn to  shreds. 
Warned by this  and many similar little incidents, I 
will  not run the risk of praising missionar\l affairs. I 
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thing to say, particularly when 
there  are- SO many people personally connected 
with missions, or missionaries themselves $ ~ s c n t  ; 
I speak from experience. I, only the  other day, 
remarked calmly as merely stating an acknowledged 
fact that the missionary spirit was an heroic one, 
and  that. missionaries who wellt to  West Africa or 
China, or such like places, were particularly worthy of 
admiration. I go no further,  for there  was a real live 
 west African missionay present, in fact, only him and 
.some friends of his, He was a man who for twelve 
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1 g&, and criticise 
minor  Doints  in 

caniiot  give any- 
thing but praise 
to the indiviclual 
missionaries. I 
have had the 
honour of  lcnow- 
ing many in the 
mission field of 
Western Africa ; 
good men, brave 
men, wlse men, 
ancl true, all of 
them that I have 
met have beeu, 
and I have al- 
ways said so. It 
is true I have 
not as  Dr. Bat- 
ersby has saicl, 
met at their 
Lagos  stations’ 
representatives 
of the Church 
Missionary Soc- 
iety, because I 
have never been 
ashore at Lagos, 
nor have I ever 
claimed to have 
been, but I have 
met the repre- 
sentatives of the 
Church Mission- 
ary Society on 
shipboard, so I 
exclude from my 
admiration 110 
class of mission-: 
ary who rislts 
his life to save 
as he believes 
the soul life of 
tlle West Afri- 
can natives, but 
I can continue 
as I have be- 

the affair. The general purpose of mi&ions is 
I think beyond criticism, England sends her 
merchants and her explprers into the uttermost parts 
of tile earth, no one abuses them for going .where 
it is dangerous, surely ; it is ridiculous for English men 
and women to abuse, or to question’the right of the 
missionaries to go where it  is dangerous. If she 
claims the right to spread  her commerce and her con- 
quest she need not apologise for spreading her religion. 

The only thing she need  care  about is whether it be 
commerce, conquest, or religion she sends out ; that  shc 
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