
80 

WOMEN NURSES IN WAR. 
THE war  with 
Spain  proved 
the  utility of 
t h e   w o m a n  
nurse. The 
nurse  question 

,was  only one 
of the  many 
serious wob- 
lems thac con- 
f r o n t e d   t h e  

Government a t   the  beginning of hostilities, but  i t  
caused an endless  amount of perplexity  before  its 
'solution. A valued  correspondent  sends  the  following 
news : Surgeon-General  Sternberg  and  other offi- 
cials  in  the  Medical  Department of the  army  thought 
that  the  Hospital  Corps,  as  organised  in  the  beginning, 
w?uld  prove  adequate  to  any  elbergellcy  that  might 
arise.  There  also  existed a prejudice  against  the 
eniployment of women  in  the  army  camps  and  hospitals, 
'and B strong  feeling  that if outside  nurses  were  needed 
men  only  should be employed.  That  these opiniolls 
were  erroneous  was  shown  when  the  camps ancl hos- 
pitals  began  to be filled with  sick. The  male  nurses 
employed,  when  the  emergency  came  proved in many 
cases  incompetent,  and  as a result  large  numbers of 
women  were pressed into  service. 

It  was  not  until  the  latter  part of June  that  the 
Government  agreed  to  accept  the  services of women a s  
nurses, but from that  time  on,  till  the  war's conclusiol1, 

:more  than 500 women  served  their  country  by  nursing 
.its  defenders.  Everywhere  their  conduct  met  with 
unqualified  approval  from  the  surgeons,  while  their 
devotion  and self-sacrifice proved  an  inspiration  to 

,their  patients. 
When  the  War  Department  early  in  June  began  to 

.consider  the  necessity of a corps of nurses  as an aux- 
iliary  to  the  Medical  Department,  one of the  serious 
questions  which  immediately  arose  was  that of trans- 
portation. No special  fund  for  this  emerge~~cy  had 
been  provided  for  by  Congress,  nor  had  any  other  plan 
been  adopted  in  regard  to  the  management of such  an 
auxiliary  branch. T h e  problem  was finally solved by  
charity,  and  to  the  thousands of patriotic  men  and 
women of the  country  who  contributed  for  this  object 
is largely due to  the credit  for  the  good  work done 

. b y  nurses and the  consequent  preservation of life. 
T h e  first of the  large  relief  organizations  to  pay  special 
attention  to  the  subject of nurses was  the Red Cross 
Society.  At  the  request of the  Women's  Committee 

'on Auxiliaries of that  society,  an  auxiliary  known as 
No. 3 was  organised  on  May 18th~ to  provide  funds for 

' the  maintenance of trained  nurses.  It  was  the  original 
intention of the  society  to  place  the  nurses to be  main- 

' tained  by  the  auxiliary on a hospital ship to be 
furnished  by  the  National  Relief  Committee.  This 
plan  was  abandoned  early,  it  being  found  that more 
good could be done by  using  the  funds  collected .in 
supplying  trained  nurses t o  the  camps  and hospitals. 

' T h e  Governlnenteoonafter  the  beginningofhostflitier, 
with a view  to  meet a possible  emergency, organized a 
committee of competent wornell to  select  women  nurses 

The  first  women  .nurses  to see actual  service  were 
sent  from  New York to  Tampa on June 30th i n  re- 
sponse  to a despatch  from Dr. Lesser of the Red Cross 
Society,  then  at  Santiago. Three parties,  consisting 
of fifty-five nurses  in  all,  were  sent  to  Tampa,  with  the 
idea  that  they could reach  Santiago  and be of service 
on  the battlefield. Twenty-nine  nurses  were sellt 011 
the  trallsport  Lampasas  from  Tampa.  When t b  
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