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. THE .MIDLAND POOR LAW CONFERENCE. 
, We have received a copy of the  papers  read  at  the 

tI1irteenth Annual yoor  Law  Conference Of the  West 
Midland Di'strict, prlldishetl by Messrs. P. S. Icing and 
Son, '2 and$,  Great.Smitl1  Street,  Westnlinster, price IS. 
, T]ie President, Mr.. H. J. Manton,  until recc.ntly 

CHairnlan'of the  Birmingham  Board of Guardians, in 

tIl<Qily of B i r ~ n i n g h a ~ ~ ~ ,  \vas of very  doubtf~d mind as  openibg the  ~unrerencc, said : that  the local press of 

to'the-value of these Conferences. Some Guartlians 
even'objected  to  them as  a waste of mane).. There ~+ truth in the  statement  that a stay-at-home  Boar? 
was  apt to gct  out of date iu its  ideas,  and Pcior Law 
Guardians,  above all,. stood  in  need  of rnbbing off 
a~~gularities.  This  was  one function of a Conference. 
The exchange of ideas WRS bound  to  be  valuable 
and  the  education' o f  Guardians  resulted to the  public 
advantage. The second  paper,  by Miss O'Keilly, 
AsSisfaut  Secretaxy ,of .the  Meath  Workhouse Attend-' 
ants' Association,  .\vas of especial  interest  to  nurses. 
Miss O'Reilly asserted  that  the number of sick, infirm, 
a r d   d y h g  people ili WorkhouSes. is  'greater  than IS 
generally  Irnown,, in many cases,  the infirm being 
ineligible for  the i r~hnary ,   and   the  sick and dying too 
ill  to.  be  removed  there.  The  nursing of these  sick 
persons \vas freq&;Jbtly left entirely  to  wardsmen  and 
wardswomen  chosen  from themsgjves. She urged  that 
paliper lyrsing  had nothing to  excuse  it,  even on the 
score oC economy, 

Miss  O'Reilly then  gave  detailed  instances of nursing, 
or  want of nursing,in  Poor  Law Unions, such as had  led 
the  Countess of Meath to found an Association to pro- 
vide  ~ltendan,ts for Workhouse  inmates.  Lady Meath 
has, at  her  own  expense,  placed  more'than  eighty 
yoangpomen as probationers in tarious  Hospitals  and 
Ho-n~c'k;'in order to-. qualify them for- t&Fposition of 
Worlihouse  Attcndnuts. The  Associatioll, aims  not 
only at  providing  attend?+  for the  aged  and infirm, 
but  also  at  introducing a higher  and  more moral tone 
into fhe yards.  In  the discussion which followed, Mr. 
T. L. Murray  Browne  .(Local  Governme~$~,Inspector) 
said he would like it  cleared up whether  the Association 
aimed  at  training n.urses or  attendants. If the former, 
t l m p  was a great deal.10 be  said for training a class of 
attendants, who would  take  care of the  aged  and infirm 
who  did  not  belong to the  sick  class,  but, if, as he 
gathered from the papel;, the  girls  were to be  trained 
aTnuTses, the  Association  must  be  kept up to the full 
standard of training,  otherwise an  inferior and  bad 
class.of trained  nurses \vould be  put on the  madtet  and 
bring  down  the  Standard  ol'nursing. 
' The Rev. W. Fawcett  said  that  the difficulty was  not 

to get  nurses  and  attendants,  but to Iteeptheni  Large 
Unions ;were  comparatirely frc e from this difficulty, 
because  the  infirmaries  were  entirely  separate froln the 
worlchouse;  but  in small Unions, wit11 only one or two 
IIUT>CS, friction a h o s t  itiVariably arose  betwecn  the 
Matron and  tl~e'nurse. 

Alderman  Stanton  .(Warwick)  thor~ght  nurses .re- 
quired  too rnuch--at any  rate,  some 'of them  did. 
Young persons of twenty  or'twentyonc,  with  about a 
year's. training, objected  to'  control  by a Matron ; but 
he'tl!o.ugl1t such youug nurses  needed control. 

This,  no'doubt, is true.  But,' in our opinion, nurses 

out of place in Workhouse Infirrnaries. 
of.tiv,cn'ty years of age,  with a year's  training,  are  quite 

AN HISTORlCAL  EVENT. . . 

THE Great Meeting  in sup- 
port of Women's  Suffrage 
which is to  take  place  at  the 
Queen's  Hall,  Langham 
Place, on the  evening of 
Thursday,  June  zgth,  is 
arousing an unprecedented 
amo~int of enthusiasm 
amongst  women of all 
classes,  and  there  is ,110. 

clorlbt that it  will be an epoch-marking event in tile 
history of women  in  this country. 

Mrs. Henry  Fawcett, L.L.D., will preside,  and  she 
will be  supported on the. platrorm by Miss Susan B. 
Anthony, who, at   the  age of eighty  years, has crossed' 
the  Atlantic  to s p e a b ~  for tlle enfranchisement of her 
sex, and  to  encourage  European  women in tllqir just ' 
deman$ for the  Parliamentary  vote;  splendid  and' 
beloijecled; it is impossible  to  realise all that  the  spirit 
of Susan Anthony  has  accomplished for women all 
over .the  world,  or  to  estimate  their  devotion  and 
gratitude  to her. We have little  doubt of the recep. 
tion she will receive from all those  fortunate  enough to 
be  present  when  she  lises  to  speak 011 the 29th. , I 

Lady  Henry  Somerset, Hon. Mrs. Arthur  Lyttletonrv 
Frau  Cauer  and  Frau  Stritt  (Germany), Mrs. oCroly 
U.S.A. (Founder of Sorosis), Dr,  Alletta  Jacobs 
(Holland), Mlle. Vidart  (Switzerland),  Friiken  Gina. 
Krog (Norway), Dr. Anita Augspurg  (Berlin), Mme. 
I(lerck Bon  Hogendorp,  and  other  delegates of 'the 
International  Congress of Women,  are all to  take  part. 
in this  great  meeting. . /  

And we  are  pleased to notice  that  many  eminent 
men  are  giving  their  suppprt  to  the  woman's  cause., 
The Righ't lion.  Leonard  &ii.tney, M.P., "Mr. Faithfull. 
Begg, M.P., Hon. W. P. Reeves  (Agent-General  for  New 
Zealand), Hon. J. A. Cocltburn (Agent-General fdrq 
South Australia) will address  the  meeting,  and  will  be 
supported  by  many  liberal  qinded  members of Parlia- 
ment. . It is just  going  to  be a grand  gathering,  and 
will, no doubt, be  crowiled  to  the  doprs. . .  

BY the Itind permission of Mrs. Wynford I-'hilipps, a 
meeting was held  last %veelc at  the  Women's  Institute, 
to ventilate the forthcoming  International  Congress 
of Women,  at  which  Lady  Aberdeen  gjve Some par-' 
ticulars of the  programme. 

Lady  Aberdeen  said no fads \vould be  discussed, 
and the Council wished to hear  botli  sides  when 
debatable  questions  were on the  Agenda.  She  aroused 
a little  derisive  laughlkr,  by  lloping Some woman 
would 'bd brave  enough to bring forvvard arguments 
against  women's suffrage. It will certainly be  con- 
clusive ccgence of lack o f  co~~vinci~lg  arguments '  
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