
One of the most  novel exhibits in the colonial section 
of the  Paris Exhibition is a complete,  set of bed 
hangings  made of  silk obtained from the  halabe,  an 
enormous  spider  fouod  in  great  numbers  in  certain 

L districts of Madagascar,  where  the  production of spider 
silk promises  to  become a highly important  industry, 
Each of the  spiders  yields from 3co  to 400 yards ot a 
brilliant golden  colour  and fine  in quality,  and is then 
liberated. . 

11 THE  SECOND LADY  DELCOMBE.” * 
There  is  so much ability in this book as  to  make  it 

distinctly worth reading, in spite of its  curiously 
wobbling moral tone. The  heroine, Rita  Frost,  is  an 
American heiress, of the  type  more  or  less familiar t o  
novel readers,  but she is a most  refreshing  example of 
the  type in question.  She encounters-one cannot 
help  regretting it-Lord Delcombe, an  impoverished 
English  peer. H e  thinks  her  bad  style, a  fact of which 
she  is “puffectly ” aware ; but  his  necessities  are  press- 
ing. He  has  an only  son, at Eton. This boy’s mother 
he  has divorced, and  she  has  become Mrs. Ratcliffe. 
For  Tony,  the boy, he  has a most  sincere affection, and 
it  appears  to  be  the  prospect of having to  take him 
away  from  Eton  that finally screws him up  to  the  point 
of proposing  marriage  to  Rita  Frost. He is  described 
as a racer, a gambler, a consumer of whislry pegs ; he  
has  no  intellectual  ability,heis  not even  good-tempered. 
One  siucerely  pities  any  woman  who is his wife. 
Indeed,  one woman, as  has been seen,  had  found  the 
post  too  hard for her. 

Yet  Rita Frost-and evidently Mrs. Arthur  Kennard 
herself-appears to find something  most  fascinating 
abopt him. T h e  only act  chronicled of him which 
seems in the  slightest  degree  meritorious  is  that,  not 
being in love with  Rita,  .he  does  not  pretend  to be, 
when  he  makes  her  the offer of his  hand. The girl, 
knowing  perfectly  why  the offer is  made,  nevertheless , 

accepts it. She becomes  Lady Delcombe, mistress of 
one of the loveliest old  places  in  England,  and, 
nominally only, the wife of the  Earl. 

By degrees, the, mixing in  good  English  society,  fines 
down  the  little  excrescences.  Lady  Delcombe  becomes 
very much the .fashion in London.  But, meanwhile, 
she is falling  in  love with  her  extremely  undeserving 
husband : and so her social success fails to  satisfy her. 
Lord Delcombe, on his  side,  is busily engaged retur:ling 
the  compliment;  but  his first advance  is  furiously 
rejected  by  the  little lady, and,  indeed, i t   was   no t  of a 
very dighified order. 

Her chief l~appiness is found in  Tony,  the  Eton 
boy, and  one of the  prettiest  parts of the  story  is  that 
which  relates  how  the  merry boy’s fondness for her 
takes  away  her  loneliness a n d ’  makes  her  feel  at 
home in her husband’s stately old  mansion. But 
Tony  dies of a fall  from  a vicious  pony, In his 
delirium  he  cries  repeatedly for his  mother,  and 
Rita  urges  that  she  should  be  seot for. This  was 
only what  any  large-minded woman would  have  done 
in her  place;  but  the  acquaintance  between  them 
which  is  afterwards  kept  up,  jars  upon one’s feelings. 
In  truth,  the  recognition of the  re-marriage of the 
divorced‘. creates 2ifficult situations : persaps Mrs. 

It By Mrs. Arthur Rennard. (Nutchinson.) 

Kennard  rather  meant  to  show this, though  she in no 
way points the moral. . 

After Tony’s death  Lord  Delcombe  retires  to a small 
and ill-managed Irish  property of his,  and  is accom- 
panied in  his exile  by a certain Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Ellison. Eva  Ellison  has  always  been in  love  with 
him, and  continues  deeply  to  increase  the  breach be- 
tween him and  his wife. This  woman is n very suc- 
cessful portrait of a modern type, and  there is a capital 
sketch given of the mdmgc under  her  guidance,  the 
Zaisscr f a k e ,  the flirtations, the  misturc on Sundays of 
early  mass, billiards, and  baccarat,  the  wl~isltey  and 
soda which everybody indiscriminately takes  all day 
long, and  the  outraged feelings of the  neighbouring 
clergy  and  gentry. 

At  the  end of an incredibly  long  series of wilful mu- 
tual  misunderstandings,  the  husband  and wife are 
united, though not  before an evicted  tenant  has  shot 
the  Earl. By-the-way, one of the most  genuinely 
humorous  bits in the boolt, is  that in  which Rita anony- 
mously  sends O’Brien the money to  pay  his  rent,  and 
her  abasement  and  chagrinwhennorent is forthcoming 
in  spite of her ill-advised subsidy ! 

I t  is to  be  hoped  that  she aEd her ill-tempered hus- 
band lived happily  ever afier, though neither  his man- 
ners  nor  his  morals  lead  one  to  expect it, but  the charm 
of the book lies  in its brisk, racy  narration,  with  here 
and  there a dash of cllaxacter drawing, which leads 
one to  think  that  the  authoress  might  do much. 

G. M. R. 
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Comfng Events. 
May 26th.-The Duke  of  Cambridge  lays the 

memorial  stone of a new  wing of the Victoria  Hospital, 
Folkestone. 

.&?U 5th to  8th.-The Medical, Surgical,  and 
Hygienic  Exhibition, Queen’s Hall,  Langham Place, 
W. Concerts 3.30 to 6, and 7.30 to 10 pm.  
JUm pth.-Prince  and  Princess of Wales  open the 

new  Jenny  Lind  Infirmary  for  Sick  Children  at 
Norwich. 

the Internatioual  Council of Nurses  at  the Matron’s 
5th.-Meeting of  the  Provisional  Committee of 

House,  St. Bastholomew’s Hospital, I I a.m. Members 
entertained  to  luncheon  by Miss I s h  Stewart, I p.m. 

5th am‘ 6th.-Matrons’ Coullcil Conference 
Medical  Societies’  Rooms, Chandos  Street, Cavendlsh 
Square, 3 to 6 pm. 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME024-1900/page425-volume24-26thmay1900.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME024-1900/page427-volume24-26thmay1900.pdf

