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-a nurse’s work in hospital, before 10 o’clock, going round
with the house-surgeon or physician in the morning,
perhaps attending one or more operations, and
then helping to get the dinners round, and
tidy up, and put everything in readiness for
the visiting staff in the afternoon, perhaps going
round with them also if they happen to come
punctually, nurses are not in the best condition for
brain work by three or four o'clock in the afternoon.
The night nurse is ‘even less so. At the same time,
speaking for myself, I was on night duty at the time of
‘my final examination at a large London hospital. The
examination was from 3 to § on consecutive days, and
I don’t think it accurred to any of us that there was
anything out of the way in our being called up for it.
We uced to be called up every week for lecture in the
same way. Nor did it occur to any one that

we should have  been the better for a cup of tea -

before or afterwards. But I really don’t think we
were any the worse nurses because we had to rough it
a little, Indeed, probationers are so much considered
nowaduys ‘that there is no weeding-out process, no
survival of the fittest, as there used to be in the old
days. Provided nurses do their work satisfactorily it
appears to me all survive, for they could not be better,
probably not as well, cared for in their own homes.
‘When they go private nursing the shoe begins to
_pinch, the delicate ones begin to be weeded out then.,
But it is 2 question whether it would not have been
_better to get through this process earlier. *

I am, Dear Madam,
Yours faithfully,
TRAINED IN THE EIGHTIES.

for,

The Mursing Record & Thospital Word, [Seer. 15, 1900

Comments and TReplies.

4. B. C.—We cannot but believe that the report is a
gross libel.

A Country Reader.~We do not think that the desire for
uneducated and ill-trained or untrained nurses originated
with patients of the working classes, but with the well-
meaning ladies and gentlemen who make up their mind
that this hybrid person is what is required. We have
never yet known a well trained and eduecated woman whose
services were not appreciated as a district nurse; on the
contrary, such a nurse always has a warm welcome in the
houses of the poor. However, the general public have yet
to learn apparently that inefficiency is not synonymous
with cheapness, and that three months' training in midwifery
does not qualify a person to nurse every kind of medical and
surgical case. At present buth the employers and the
employed appear to regard it as an ample qualification.

Three Years' Ceriificate.—~You would do well to obtain
some experience in special branches of work, such as mid-
wifery, and fever nursing before taking up private nursing.
Private nurses are frequently required for cases of infectious
disease, which of course they cannot undertake unless they
have had the special training qualifying them for this branch
of nursing.

Iz Need of Advice~It is quite possible to get sufficient
experience in a cottage hospital of 2o beds to make you a
useful help at home in times of sickness, but you shouid not
enter a hospital of that size if you intend to take up nursing
as a profession, and with the idea of qualifying as a fully
trained nurse. In this case you should apply for a vacancy
as a probationer in a really good training school-—say St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital, or King's College Hospital. You
will probably have to wait for some time, but it is quite
worth while to do so.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICES.

. CASES FOR BINDING Half-yearly Volumes
of Tue Nursineg RECORD, post free, 2/- each.

Complete Volumes of Tue Nursine REecorp,
y/- each.
Carriage to be paid by Purchaser.

Indexes 6d. each, post free.

Back Numbers over Twelvé Months old, 6d.
_each, post free.

Readers’ Own Volumes bound complete,‘

'2/6 each.

Remittances 11 all cases must be made when ovdering.
1 . .

3d. will be given for each clean and perfect copy of the
- “Nursing Record” for Oct. 2Ist, 1893, and for Jan. 23rd,
-1 1891, which is sent to

, The Manager,
- “MHE NURSING RECORD.”
1I, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C.

Patron-~H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES,
L G

Alexandra Bospi;al

CHILDREN WITH HIP DISEASE,
QUEEY SQUARE, BLOOMSBURY.

[ G
Receives Patients from all parts.

Provides for a class of terribly afflicted little ones,
mostly ineligible for General Hospitals, Beds, 68,

New Subscriptions, Donations and Legacies urgently

needed for the support of this unendowed charity.
!

or {Messrs. HOARE, Fleet Street.
Banlers Messrs, DRUMMOND, Charing Cross

STANLEY SMITH, Secretaty.
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