
El Book oE the Ufleek. 
THE LIFE AND  DEATH OF RICHARD 

YEA-AND-NAY.“ 
Those  who  have  written  one  notable book-such a 

book as almost  marks a new  departure  in  current 
fiction-as did Mr. Iiewlett,  have  always  to  face  the 
fact  that  their  public will expect  the  next effort to 
equal  or surpass the first. They  are  somewhat in the 
position of Richard Feverell’s father,  who, in comp,any 
of the  lady  who so admired  his  aphorisms,  was  tram- 
melled  by  the  constant  necessity of living up  to  his 
reputation, in George Meredith’s wonderful  story. . 

We must  then  confess  that I ‘  Richard  Yea-and  Nay ” 
is by no means  equal  to  The  Forest  Lovers ’’ or  the 
inimitable  {(Little Novels of Italy,”  though  it  is  far 
more  ambitious  than  either of them. 

But  to  say  this is by  no  means  to  speak  dis- 
approvingly of it. Had  we  not  read  the  other  books 
by  the  same  author,  this  one  would  be  certainly  pro- 
nounced  most  remarkable. 

It  is  the  story of that  Richard of Anjou whom  we 
know as Lion  Hearted,  but  who  was  nicknamed  by 
Bertran  de  Born,  the  giver of nicknames  to  all  Europe, 
I ’  Richard Yea-and-Nay.” 

The world  knows  Richard  as a picturesque figure, 
h’aving the family vices  with  many a ,saving grace- 
soldier,  poet,  crusader,  spendthrik-a  captivating 
melee of qualities,  more  attractive  when  seen  through 
a vista of years  than  they  most  probably  wefe  to  his 
more  decorous  and law abiding  subjects  in  the  lawless 
days of his  absentee reign. 

The  story shows how  the King’s life was  made  and 
marred  by  his love for Jehane of Saint  Pol ; Jehane 01 
the  Fair  Girdle,  whom  Bertran  de Born named Be1 
Vezer. For  this  girl’  Richard’s love was of a fine 
quality,  but  owing  to  the  strife of natures  within  him, 
he  had  neither  the  courage  to  leave her, nor  the  courage 
openly  to  avow  her. 

The girl  in  her nobility, knowing  herself  albeit of 
gentle  blood,  not high enough  to  mate  with a king, 
first  sent  him from her,  Then,  being  freed from his 
troth to the  sister of the  King of France,  and  hearing 
of Jehane a s  about  to  be  married,  his  passion  mastered 
him, and  he  carried off his  bride  at  the  very  altar. 
Having  married  poor  Jehane,  and  made  her C o ~ ~ n t e s s  
of Poictm,  his  father’s  death  called  him  to  be  King of 
England,  and  here  again  the self-sacrifice of this 
remarkable  girl  led  her  to  decline coronation--nnd that 
aIthough she knew  she  was to be a mother-and  to 
further  the  Queen Dowager’s design  to  wed  the Icing 
to Berengere of Navarre. When all was  settled,  and 
the wedding  could not be  delayed,  Richard  discovered 
for  the  first  time  that  Jehane  was  likely  to,bear  him a 
child ; and so left  Queen  Berengere  upon !lis marriage 
day, and saw  her  again  but  once, when  on his  death- 
bed. 

Jehane, following the  Court  to  Palestine  with  her 
little  son,  Fulke of Anjou, learnt  that  Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat  had  designs  upon  the life of the King. She 
therefore  went  to  the  Old  Man of Musse, 2nd bargained 
to  sell  herself  to him, if he  would  employ  assassins  to 
murder  Conrad.  It  seems  to  the  modern  reader  hardly 
consistent  that  Jehane,  who was content  to  live  in celi- 
bacy  for  the Icing’s sake,  and lctlew that  he  held’her  in 
such  high  honour  that  he also, though  married,  was 
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living  virgin  for her  sake  should  imagine  that  the Icing 
would  care  for life at  the  price of her  dishonour.  But 
Mr. Hewlett has studied  the  chronicles of the time- 
almost  too thoroughly-and doubtless  knows  best. 
But  the  whole  episode of the  marriage  and  after  life 
of the  beautiful  woman in the  harem is most  revolting 
to  English  readers. 

T h e  personjlity of Richard is finely imagined,  and SO 
is  the  stratagem of the  horrible  old Man of Musse, 
whereby  the king meets  his  death  as  prophesied, t1:ough 
Jehane  knows  it not. 

The  story certainly  sheds a new  light upon history,I 
but  whether of a trustworthy kind it is not  possible  to 
to  say.. G. M. R. 
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U e r m .  ’ I 

I S  IT DEGENERATE? 
Is it  degenerate  to fall from  Wealth, 

To lire  in  straitened  shores, on scanter fare, 
To   pu t  on homespun,  aud  to  house in bare 

Simplicity,  the  hardy  nurse of health ? 
Is it  degenerate, if Power  or  Stealth 

Pluck  from  the  brow  uncertain coronet, 
And  unsubstantial  pride of sword  or  gun, 

And  make a realm on which  sun  never  set, 
A realm of spirit  needing  not  the sun ? 

Nay,  these  are  accidents  which  never  yet , 
Could  hurt nobility. But  one  thing  may 

To lose  the vision of the  truly  Great, 
And  lapse from effort on the  starry  Way I 

I Brand  on  our  brow  the  mark  Degenerate ” : 

ROBERT l?. HORTON, in Good 1Vo~ds. 
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46The Lane  that  had no Turnihg.” By Gilbert  Parker. 
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Coming Event$. -- 

Dece?h?T 31st.-~pecia1  Service  at  St. Paul’s and 
other  churches  to  mark  the  close of the  Nineteenth 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME025-1900/page527-volume25-29thdecember1900.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME025-1900/page529-volume25-29thdecember1900.pdf

