
Deflutatton to  tbe @realbent of tbe 
ZocaI (Bovecnment Boatb. 

A stmaJ1 Deptation frolm the Workhouse In- 
firmary Nursing Assodation; consisting of the Hon. 
Mrs. J. G. Talbo't  (Vice-Presidmt OS the  Assoda- 
tion, and  Chairman of the  Esecutive Commit- 
tee);  the Vi,scounte.ss Iinutsford (a mem'ber o f  I 
the Executive  Committee); Miss  Wilson (Trea- 
surer) ; and Miss Gill (Secretary), was received xt 
a recent date at the  House of Commons by the 
Right  Honourable  Walter Long, M.P., President 
o f  the L,ocal Government. Board. Mr. J. G. 
Talbot, M.P., introduced the Deputation!. Mr. 
S. B. Pro&, C.B., permanent Secretary to1 the 
Local Govemm.ent Board, Mr. W. E. Iin,ollys, 
C.B., Assis,tant Secretary, and  Dr. A. H. Domes: 
Poor L,aw Medical Inspector, were presenjt. The 
object of $he Deputa;t.ion  was. to! $iscuss ,details 
o f  a Stztement which had  been submitted  by the 
Association to Mr. Lo11g early in the yea,', touch- 
me, upon ehe present con:dition otf the Nursing in 
country Workhoase In,firma.rie.s, and  the dearth 
0; Surse.  d.tainable  for those Intirmaries. 

Th,e President o l  the Local Government l3olar.i 
listened to  the members of the Association most 
attentively, and clearly showed th,at he took con- 
siderable intereslt. in t.he questions at issue. Ample 
time  was placed at  the dispolsal of the Delegates, 
and some important  points were discussed. 

Tke serious dearth of Nurses available for  the 
Poor LW Service was br,ought forward as the 
m i n  cause for action, an,d the Local Go,vernment 
Board were  urged tor a.dopt mea.sures for  the 
special training ,olf Nurses for Workho,use In- 
firmaries. 

It: was suggested' tha.t it mav be  prmdcable to 
train Nurses in the Metropoliian and  other Poor 
Law Infirmaries, of odepate  size and organizs- 
tion, and bind them tol the servic,e as Government 
officials, to wolrlc for a definite period, in provin- 
cial and country as well as in Metropolitan Work- 
hyme Iniirnlaries. 

The desirability of a subdepartment of the 
Local Governn~.ent: Board being  formed to deal 
with, the whole question olf Nursing in  Wa-khouse 
Infirmaries was urged by the Deputa,tioa. 

Mr. Long  intimated  that he had under coa- 
s?dem<tion the possibility o f  ma,kin,g alterations in 
the esisting  regulations affecting the position Of 
Nurses in Workhouses and Infirmaries. 

Ne promised: ca,reful consideration' d the sug- 
gestions made by the Deputation, but wx Umbk 
to holld out much  hope  that the Local Government 
h a r d  could themselves undertake the training 
and placing' of Nurses. 

TEXT OF THE  STATEMENT.  SUBMITTED. TO 
THE PRESIDENT OF T H E .  LOCAL GOVERN- 

MENT BOARD. 
Sir,-We, the members ,of t,he Executive) Cam- 

mittee 0% the Workhouse Infirmary Nursing Asso- 
ciation, ask  leave to bring to your notice the fol- 
lowing facts. 

Foa  over twexkty-one years .the attention' of W 
Committee has been given to, questions affecting 
the sick pom in, W,orkkhouse Infirmaries. 

T o  ensure the introduction of, at least, a pro- 
portion of ,duly qualified Nurses. into  these IE- 
stitutioas, the Associatioa, during  the first eighteen 
years olf its esistence, espen,ded nearly i(;4,000 on 
the training ,of some folur hundred Nurses  for  the 
Poor Law service. These Nurses were bound: by 
agreement to; wofrk for a specified number of years 
in Workhouse Infirmaries only. By means of 
gratuities which supplemented their saJaries, and 
oE 'other inducements, a number of Nurses obher- 
wise trained were encoumged to ,accept and retain 
posts  in Infirmaries. 

The initial difficulty was the  reluctance of Gua3r- 
dians to employ  qualified  women, as Nurses. Wi,th 
time this obstacle disappeared, and the demand 
for our Nursels became in. excess OS t.he  numbe.r 
our funds enabled U'S to train. In 1895 we epuld 
only supply eighty-five Nurses  in response to' a re- 
quest: from Guardians for 199. 

I n  August, 1897, the Order on Nursing was 
issued by the Local Govern,ment Board, and con- 
firmed our opinion, that  tbe supply of ,trained 
Nurses far  Poor Law Service had become too 
large  a question to1 be dealt with by a Voluntary 
Association. We  therefore  decided on discon- 
tinuing the work olf training Nurses. 

During the  three years which have elapsed since 
1897 we h w e  closely watched the working 0.E 

the Order in country Workhouse In'firmari-ies, and 
, ~ e  1 1 0 ~  lay before you the coaclusions forced 
upon us by  t.he facts. 

1. The Order has, to: a great estent, failed in 
providing a uniform standard o l  Nursing for coun- 
try Work,house Inaf imies .  

2. The difficulty .of obtaining  and  retaining 
tra,ined lvomen has increased. In 1900 a number 
of Bogrds seriously considered this question, a d  
several of them passed important resolutions on.. 
the subject. (See Twenty-ninth Annual Report 
of &e L O C ~  Governm;ent Board, Appendix B. 
pages 9 5  126, ,149, 1 5 9  

3. Regardless of the,  mstructions in  the  Order 
thak the employnlent of Paupers should b,e dis- 
continued, it is a fact  that persons d this - 
axe still largely employed in  the capacity of 
Kurses. The lack of trained Nurses makes it 
easy, and in some cases furnishes m axgument to 
the Boarh of Guardians, to, ignore the clause 
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