
and similar  discomrorts are  bad  encugh ; but to these 
are  sometimes  added  insanitary  arrangemcuts,  and  it 
is  to be borne. in mind  that  the  most  perlect  sanitation 
and  careful  cleanliness are absolutely  indispensable in 

U Moreover; it is even rumoured  that in some of 
these  homes  the  nurses  are  nbither  certihcated .nor 
fully trained, which strikes  me as the most peril'ous 
lapse in precaution okall. All this could be d w e  away 
with  by  an  adequate  system oE licensing such  establish- 
ments,  and  inspecting them at  short  iutyvals. . Such 
of them  as  were  properly  carried on would l!eartily 
welcome Such supervision." 

. surgical  cases. 

.. . .  , .  

. 3 . .  -- 
We are entirely in agreement with this  letter, 

. but it.muSt be remembered that  the abuses which 
exist in  these  Homes are only one phase .of the 
whole nursing question. At  the root of the 
trouble is the inchoate coadition of the nursing 
profession in this country, and until nurses.obtain 
Stat.e recognition and control we fear abuses will 
fluurish. At the same time, if medical men 
insisted that  Private Nursing Homes must be 
superintended by trained and certificated nurses 
before they sent; patients  into them, it is obvious 
that ignorant, speculatinl: proprietors would be 
compelled to seek more fruitful sources of income. 

The Mother Superior of the Kilkenny Con- 
vent rocently refused to  send a Sister to  Thomas- 
town Fever  Hospital,  on the gruund of the neglect 
of the Guardians to  put th.e hospital  into  proper 
sanitary repair. Hes d o n  w.s supported at a 
public meeting at Thomastown, 'and a section o f  
the Guardians who. resented hes action was called 
upon to resign. 

-. 
The cw-e  of the sick in County Monaghan 

appears to  be  at R low ebb at the presen't time. 
At the last monthly meeting of the Committee cqf 
the County Mo,naghan Infirmary the principal 
business b,efore the meeting wa.s to consider the 
complaint of Mr. Terence  Rierans, Clol?es, which 
was to  *the effect tlmt, during th.e eighte6a days 
his son was A patieat. in the infirmary, his hands 
and face, or hair, were never washed 01' dressed, 
and his bedding mas not interfered with, nor his 
sheets changed, escept once a week. , The letter 
had been considered at the last meeting, andbad 
been adjwrned 'for the presence of Dr. Hall, 

. The excuse given by me of the nurses for the 
condition o f  .neglect revealed in Mr. Kierank 
lette?, .was1 bhat they were short  .handed. at ,the 
time, and,, therefore, the patients  did  not receive 
the usual supervision. In  reply to  a question, 
the  chairman  'said that  Nurse M'Donnell had 
charge of .all the wards, and he understood she 
ms ,bo,und.  to .gQ, round .them every. day, ' The  
Com'mittee, a t  their  last meeting, were of opinion 
that Nurse Gibson was undoubtedly to blame, and 
that she should be reprimanded and censured. for 
aot a.tte.1ding to .her duties.'  .Dr.  Hall  'said .hd 
was 'glad  bthe:matter,  had been brough't :forward 
and thfeshed out. He hakd  an* undercurrent:df 
feeling that  the patients were beinig.negleated: . ;It 
was hi.s  wish to see th8.t no one. was: neglected., 
The Committee ultimattely passed the following 
rezolution :- 

" That baving heard the 'statements of Mr. 
Iiierans mpecting the neglect cf ,his son while a 
patient in  the infirmary, and having investigated 
the matter, we  hmve come to the conclusioa that 
Nurse Gibsoa, who had  charge olf the ward, did 
neglect her duty, and  that  she .' deseves very' 
m w e  censure, and ,z caution  that slhould another 
similar case come under the notice of the Corn-. 
mittee she will he ccnsidered unfit folr her work." 

Th.- Committee then interviewed the nurse. 
who was reprimanded by the Chairman. A,Com-. 
nlittee was also formed to investisate and report 
on the nursing system. ! , .!' ' 

. ' l '  ' 

I ,  

At  the mon'thly  meetin.5 of the  Joht Commit- 
tee of Management cf the Monaghan Snd Czvan. 
Luna.tic Asylum,  Dr. Donaldsm ,reported  that 
Nurses Lily Crozier and Ellen. Murphy were seen 
by Dr. Con1a.n beating a patient by striking her 
on khe face a.nd  back: of the head and neck. 'Dr. 
.Conlan,  who attended  the nleleeting, in reply to a 
question from the Chairman, said that  he saw 
Nurse Crczier strike th.e patient  cn the back of, 
her head ; Nurse Murphy also struck her very 
severely. Nurse Crozier sgid the' patient  had 
struck her on the face, she  (the nurse) then 
caught her by the hand  and received a kick. 
The patient  then  attempted to bite her, and  she 
push.ed her  head  back with her hand. Nurse 
Murphy mid' she had gone to 'Nurse Crozier's' 
assistance, and when the, patierit attempted to  bite, 
h q ; ,  &ei:ŝ twc1:, ,her. lightly nh .the head..) l,.Dr,, 
q , ~ ~ ~ l . d . S P ~ . f i a i ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ e c ~ r ? ~ i . E i ~ i ~ ~ ~  kernmutime& 
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