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sick benefit  funds,  and  the  latter have been a d 1  
managed and successful. 

In  1893 the Society otf Superintendenlts olf 
Tr&ning .Schools fo,r  Nurses w a s 3  formed at the 
Wo8r1d's Fair, a congress of .quxses having been 
assembled: at the suggestion 08 Mrs.  Fenwick, the 
present  head olf our  International CoanciI. Mrs. 
R&bj ,then  Miss Ha.mpton5 was chairman of the 
congress, and she, with other leading spirits of the 
nursing world, already had plans) for a n1ation.d 
association, graduate nurses, which, wa,s later 
organized under the name "Associated  Numnce 
of the United  States and Canacla." (Third An- 
nual  Report of the Society OS Superintendents of 
Training Schools fop  Nurses. Annual Rep01rt~ of 
the Nurses' Associated Alum=.) With the neces- 
sity of incorporating this associ,atio!n, ,the name was 
altered later, 1,eaving out Cana&b and the Cana- 
dian nurses mere .asked t o  organize separately. 

The C,madian members 'remain! in th,e Superin- 
tendents' Society, as this is not inco~qo~rat~d. 

Since then organizatioa has  taken on fresh 
energy, ,and has advanced rapidly, so; that we may 
consider we a.re but  just noting our earliest &ages 
and  are developing along the  lbes of a vast,  com- 
prehensive, and closely related yet individually 
free grolup  of associations. 

State associations are now arising, New  Yolrk, 
Virginia, and Illinois having formed their outlines. 

. Such societies will necessarily be more liberal and 
kclusive  in nth'eir membership qudificatiolns than, 
any we have yet -had, and their peculiar wolrk will 
be to influence the future  'status of n'ursing educa- 
tion by suitable legislation, restrictive oln same 
lines and consi,mctive on others. 

In  ,this bask the magazine established in Octo- 
ber, 1900, under the cojnltrod orf the  Nationd 
Alumm i,s .expected to! prove a po1ten)t factor. 
The last step  in organization was the a,fliliation off 
the National AIumnae and  the Society of Super- 
int,en,dents unfder the nmne " American Federation 
of Nurses," in April, 1901. Unlder this  form and. 
title we  lhave  joinled  thre National Council olf 
W,omenb and. t.his is the body which i,s ready. t o  
enkr  the International Cwncil ' a f  Nurses. We 
have left fhis Fedemtion free to1 develop as fie 
state ,societies colme into membership with the 
national, or as other groups of n'urses m y  desi& 
to ' eneer it. 
NURSING EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES, 
Nursing Educatioe  stands thus : -Prelimina,q 

requirements : No fixed uniforrhity 06 prelimin+ 
examinatio,n or definite requirements has. 8 been 
reached, further than1 by general .opinioa. While 
a good common aduca,tion is agreed upon, we have 
not: put  upon  paper what this should be, exactly. 
Refinement m$ accusto,medness' to nice ways o$ 

' living are sought:; ultimately, the personal ctha,r- 

acter and capability of th.e pupil nurse are p u t  
ahead of technical attainments. 

PERIOD OF TRAINING. 

our schools at firs,t; yet  am^ school boards tacitly 
assumed that  the training w&s~ finished in the first 
yea.r, as in the second the pupils were mnde head ' 
nurses, and also sent ont to) privata cases. 

As ,time; went on the  latter custom died away, 
so that twa yea.rs'  work in tha hospitd wards has : 
been th~a rule throughout the coluntry for  the past 
ten years ; tsim:e: 1894 some seventy ,add hospitals. 
h.ave adopted t.he three years' course; h i s  ~vill IW 
doubt extendto all ho.spital,s as the advantages asw 
great. In  t.he third pew the& is now a tendenicy 
to  return to undergraduate  private duty, tvhich 
must: be lo.oke4 upon5 on fie wbolle,  a.s. m injurioius . 
eendency, which ~va m,us't hope will prove tent. 
polrary, as in  the two1 years. 

COURSE OF THEORETICAL STUDY. 
The generally accepted  course o f  study - 

covers ,hygiene, anatomy, +physiology, materia me- 
dica! principles olf ,bacterlol,agy, asepsis , a n d ;  anti- . 
sepns,  and medical, surgical, gynaecological, and . 
obsbetrical nursing. Lectures to,n massage, specid- 
ties (such as 'eye, ear, etc.) are included, and'' 
some attempt at teaching coloking folr the sick is : 
quite! general, though  not dwa,ys as vel1 worked 
olut .as ,knight be. 

While lectures are universaliy of excellent 
qusulity, the criticism may be made  that w e  have . 
to10 many. From the practical  standpoint this is ' 

the least useful folrrn of study  for the pupil. 
Teaching by demonstration, and the labo,rartojry 

method, or having the pupil carefully. watched in . 
the  performance of each  duty, is less well de- 
veloped, though  this method, is$ cmsttantly extad- 
ing. 

, PRACTICAL WORK. 

nmteriai ailows. Blesides the medica.1, ,surgical, 
g~-ncecollo~@cal, and1 opera,tiollx .roolm services, dl 
scho'ols of goold grade pr0vid.e olb.s.t,etrical mining . 
for their pupils, ei,ther in their own wads, 'or in 
some special hospital. Such training, includes' ex- 
amina,ti,on of patient, m d  delivery of uvcompli- 
cated cases, ,oaly in. order thab the n,ur8se may be 
prepared tot meet: emergencies. Tbe nurse) never 
takes up midwifery work, and in priva,te practice 
or disqtrict nursing, g,aes 08dy to $o!bst&ric cases 
where a doctor is in att;endanc,el. The midwife. 
question, so d,istracthg in other  comwies, daes 
nolt exist here as a complicatioln to1 nurses, and it. 
is coasequently a questim ,that we  may leave tO.$.- 
the medical prolfessiop to1 settle. , Midwives am 
Only in practice among the foreign populakio~ o f  
ou,r'  large cities, and the rising generation l e m s  * 
to  ca,ll for a doctolr, either m m  'or woman. 

Tivo years was the almost universal course of' 

Practical work folllolws the theoretical, as , f a r  +S .: 
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