
wrong in  reference., to  the grea.t body of 
American women engaged in professiona.1 ahd 
industrial work-far from being superficial 
they are deeply in earnest, and so' ser:ously have 
they  .set thellllselves to  work on the question, of 
nursing the  sick  that in on,e decade they 
have  cast a nst-aork of, o,rga.n,ization  away 
over , the rvholle pcofession, from New Yolrk 
to San Franciscob Eastt and West,. and 
from Chicago to   Nev Orlean.s, N0rt.h and 
South, and. gathered in a shod of gradu- 
ates from every State  in  the Union. This 
sgdendid, result h,as been accomplished by the 
gmduate nurses of each good training school 
forming themselves into AIurnnE Associations 
or, as .we express it, Leagues of certificated 
nurses, and by delegation co-operating togelther 
to forrm the National Nurses' Association .of the 
United St,at.es and Canada. T h i s e  graduates' 
unioions a,re based 0.n the sam'e principles-yet. 
differ s!ightIy in the work they undertake-as 
found cpnvenient to, the members of each  train- 
ing schooll. 

The Bellevue Hospital, in New  York- 
" mo'ther of training schools" as it  is called in 
,Anierica.-prints the following lititle h,isto,ry of the 
Society with. the Constitution : 

"At the annual reception of tEe schoo,l, January 
7th; 1889, a number of the gradua.tes met tot 'talk 
over the advisability of .forming .a socieky, with 
the  object of  prosmmoting good fellowship betlvaen 
iits me,mbers, the establisbment of an Annuity 
Fund; and the providing of friendly and pecuniary 
assistance in 'sickness. T,hq promoters oE (this 
movement receive1 'so much eizcoaragem,ent, that 
a meeting was called on February. gth, to decide 
on t.he constitution, etc., which meting was \vel1 
attended, and on April 2nd of the same  year the, 
society W& organized with Miss A. S. Brennm 
as President, Miss M. R. Eoggs antd Miss, Alice 
Wa.rren as Vice-Presidents, and Miss Post as 
Fecretary. 

At this m.eet,ing, after  thorough discussion, 
article by article, the conskitution was adopted. 
(The Coastitutign as, i t  now stands 'has, been 
amended twice. The first cha,nge was to  do aJvay 
with thie insurance, an.d the second wi,th assess- 
ments in case ob illness of a member.) : 

At @e .end  of the first yea, ('89) we had forty- 
eight  member$; the second, s'isty-four; the third, 
seventy-eight, and the fourth,  one  hundred and 
ten. 

T h e  work acco.mplislwd by t ie Society is as 
fdlowg: first, a pavilion of four ro.omsj built by 
Miss Josephme Laza.rus, and by her donated to 
the Managers of the Train4ing School, foT the use 
of their gradua.tes when ill, Second, a sick: fund 
has been  formed by the donation. of $5,000 by 
Mrs. Morris ]Fc. : Jesu,p, in memory of .her sister, 

Mrs. Theo. Cuyler, to  be called the Mary De: 
W t t  Cuyler Fund,  and  into th,is, fund is. paid 
annually $4.00 by ea,& member. 

The Annuity Fund is  still  in the distance, but 
the officers of the Society are sol much en'coa- 
raged by the progress made so far, that they 
h.ope before  long something may be done towards 
developing the id'ea.. 

The Annual  Lunch and Re-union  is held in 
January, and has always proved a most enjoyable 
and happy occasion. 

The meetings, are held on the third  Thursday 
of each month, at; 426, East 26th Street, at. 3.30 
p.m., except July, August, and September. Re- 
freshments are served  after the  bqiness is over, 
and  graduates  who are  not members are made 
welcome. If a special meeting is called notice 
will be sent to each member." 

In  enumerat.ing its possessions, the Alumae 
names a (( cherry gavel " from, Mount Vernon, the 
Home of the national  hero,  George Washington. 

The object,s 04 the Bellevue Alumna  are given 
as f o h w  : - 

' ARTICLE  II.-OBJECT. 
The object toif this Association shall be the 

promotion of fellowship between its memb.eTs, 
the establishment of an  annuity  fund,  and the 
prolvision of friendly  and  pecuniary a.ssistance in 
times of siclmess." 

The Alumnza of the Illino4s Training School1 for 
Nurses at Chicago) .\vas formed in 1891, and 
adopted the following !objects :- 

ARTICLE ~.-OBJECTS. 
The objects of th,e  said organ:isation are:- 

Sec. I. The union of graduates  for  mutual  help 

Sec. z-Ta advance th'e standing and  best in- 
terests of Trained Nurses, to co-operate in 
sustaining the Rules of the Directors, and'to 
place the profession olf nursing on tne 
highe-t plain attainabk. 

Sec. 3. To further the interests of the ' Illinois 
Train'ing Schod by giving our  hearty  sup- 
port: t o  all effolrts  to' make it, the fo'remolsf; 
amoag  suck ins,titutions. 

Sec. 4. T o  prolmote social interc0urs.e and good 
fello.wship among the graduates, to extend aid 
tu those in trouble, and, to establislx a fund 

' .  fo? the benefit of any sick among  the mem 
bers." 

It w i l l  thus be seen th,at symoathy-m,utuaI help 
ancl prolfessioaal spirit  inspired  these unions of 
Allllerican  Nurses-and such  being the case, t k y  
mere bound to go &ead and floarish. They 
did: In  1897 delegates of several ,of these leagues 
came  together at! Baltim~m~, and  adopted a Con- 
stitution  for the Associated Ahmna, which ha? 
affihted, according to ,the last report, thirl;y-'one 
tralning school 1ea.gues. 

' and  protection. 
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