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1~otee.  
THE FORTHCOMING BUDGET AND  SMALL 

INSTITUTIONS. 

ported  and purchas,ed by retail sellers who look 
forward t o  malcing a great coup. 

The finances of  many charities, especially those 
an .a small scale, and dependent OQ local suppoct, 
have been much injured' by the long, coatinued 
war, which, in many  cases, has  diverted tbe gifts 
of the chariptably disposed, into1  olther and newer 
channels. Any increase  th'erefore in  the price od 
the necessities of life becomes a qu.estion of vital 
importance, ,especially if, as seems liltdy, an ad*& 
tion ta  the already ,high income tax, oauses sub- 
scribers ta cut down ,their private expenses, a  step 
which,  very  frequenltly begins by curtxiling sub- 
scriptions to  local charities. 

H. T. 

Departmentar commfitee, 
The  President of the  Local  Government  Board  is 

exceedingly wishful that  the  inquiry of the  Departmen- 
tal  Committee  he  has  appointed on the  nursing of the 
sick  poor in workhouse infirmaries shall  be  as  exhaus- 
tive a s  possible,  and  be  the  means of obtaining  the 
most  valuable  expert evidence. With  this  object  the 
secretary  to  the  committee will welcome intimations 
from persons  desirous of stating  their  views  and 
experience,  who  should inform him of the  particular 
points to which their  evidence  would  be  directed,  and 
of any special  qualifications  which  they  may  possess 

.. for giving  such evidence. The committee  have com- 
meqced  their  sittings  at  Whitehall,  and a s  usual in the 
case of investigations  by a Departmental  Committee, 
the proceed!ngs will be  private.  This  inquiry  has 
been  rendered  absalutely  imperative  by  the  practical 
impossibility of 'some workhouses  securing sufficient 
nurses,  by  the  constant  changes in others,  and  by  the 
growing opinion that  the  nurses  in poor-law infir- 
maries  should  be  as highly trained  as  those  in hospi- 
tals, and  be  entirely  under  the control not of a workhouse 

' master  and  matron  but of the  superintendent  nurse. 
* 

Sir  Henry  Burdett,  Chairman of the  Welsbach 
dCompany,  and  his fellow directors  have  sent  in 

their resignations, as  demanded  by  the  share- 
holders, and  the following members of the Advisory 
COmmittee-ViZ., the Hon. Philip  $tanhope,  Thomas 

, J a m s  Barrett, George A. Touch,  William  Whiteley, 
and  Fdgar Williamson-have  been appointed,  as a 
proviF.iona? board  entrusted  with  the  selection of' a 
definite  board,  whose  appointment is to be  subject  to 
ratification by the  shareholders  at  the  next  annual 

.,,general  meeting of the company. Mr. .Peters,  who 
, has  been  greatly  instrumental in exposing  the (1  rollick- 

ing  egotistical  incompetency" of the  past  manage- 
ment is giving his  expert advice. NO doubt  one 
of the  first  attempts  at  economy will be  to  counter- 

<.' order  the  whole-page  advertisements of the  company 
which  have.constantly  appeared in the  columns of Sir 

?:,Henry  Burdett's  weekly  newspaper, for which adver- 2: tisements  the company has, no  doubt,  paid a full price, 

i; dividend. 
c in  spite of its inability to  pay  its  shareholders . a  
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