
A second Meeting would be called for 3.30 m 
the same day, at which Addresses w~luld be 
delivered  on the important work  which t.he Society 
has  been formed ta  undertake, and for which 
tickets will be obtainable by the public interested 
in  the question upon: applica.tion, Full pasticulars 
uf the Meetings ~vvill be publislhed later' on. 
THE INTERESTS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 

AND THE PUBLIC. 
Information was before the Meeting that m,any 

menlbers of  .bhe  Medical Profession were in 
sympathy with the molvement, and it was recog- 
nised that  their moral suppo'rt was invaluable, but 
that the only  dignifie,d position folr the Medical 
Profelssion 'col take in bhe organization oaf Nursing 
was to voice their valuable opinions and ad'vice 
o'ffifficially rhrough their o w n  professional societies. 

opinio,ns m d  advice would  always recaive 
grateful appreciation from well-trained Nurses. 
I t  .was generally felt 'chat. experience had proved 
-that personal coLope>ration in one Society of the 
members of the assooiated, and yet distinot, pro- 
fessions of Medicine and Nursing &had resulted 
in a loss of dignity to bobh, and consequent 
depreciation of both. in  the estimation of the 
public. It was therefore hoped that influential 
medical Societies might think fit to take into 
'cotisidmation the Organization of Nursing as a 
Profession, and thus  not only be willing to give 
i nurses the benefit ob their advice, but also be 
prepared tot conmsider questions relating to1 nursing 
mat.tem, up0111 which Societies ,of  experienced 
Nurses may desire t o  consult them. 

It was aka recognised that efficient nursing is 
a questianl \ldhich vitally concerns all classes of 
the public, and that  it must be th.3  aim of the 
Society to  interest the tho>ugh,tful members of 
lhhe.public in this  important question of Nursing 
organization, which includes the professioad 
education of Nurses, aqd their subsequent status 
and control. It is indisputable  that the majolrity 

Training-Schooll  managers h,ave not studied 
nursing frolm a professional standpoint, notr have 
.&ey realised the importance of helping nurses to 
.define a u,ni.fom curriculum of education\ and 
standard of cevtification. 

The  Commitke decided COI issue a preliminary 
lea,flek emphasising the necessity for  State Regis- 
trati,m of Nurses, and considered suggestions f m  
the s m k .  I t  was decided tot isme a more corn- 
prehmsive pamphlet on the subject latxr  on. 

Miss L. Gased-Wills, Sister, West London' Hos- 
pital, Hammersmith, was trained and certificated 
at the  South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital, 
Plymouth, and  not at  the West London, a s  stared 
by a printer's error  in our issue of the 15th inst. 

Hon. Sec., pro. iem, 
ETHEL G. FENWICK, 

The Bellevue Training School for Nurses, New 
York,  which is a beneficiary under  the will just pro- 
bated of Rfars. Virginla R. Osborn, was [the pi.on?sr 
in trained nursing in the Unired S,bates. It was 
founded, in the face of strong upposibi'on, in 1873, 
Mrs. Osborn being one of the most aotive forces 
in iats esbablishment. 

In  1877 Mrs. Osljorn built  the  house that  her 
will has just given to the school, arrangi'ng it with 
special adapbasion  to its needs. The exterior is 
h,ighly  ,atitra&ive in k s  d'ignified sinqdicity, and the 
impression is  deepened on enliering. The door i s  
in the middle, in Colonial sltyle, and on the left 
side of the generousIy proporbioned hall isa  si t ing 
room, in whjch an endire apaatmennf " of ordinary 
size might easily be putt. With itg gra.nd piano, 
i,ts  fine engravings, its old fashioned but handsome 
furniture, bhe.sibting  room is full of delightful sug- 
gestions of restful hours,  after hmard work  well 
done. 

On the &her side  is a spaoious di,ni,ng  roo,m, the 
a,ppoinbments of which are those of a refined 
home, for tdhe  women who come there  to study 
are accuskoimed ,to the refinements of life. 

Upstairs a.re the sleeping and suoh other rooms 
a,s are necessary fo,r the comfort of the residents. 
In all, the obmosphere of home  is noticeable. The 
simple fumisihings are invariably tasteful  and ap- 
propnia?te, 'and each occupant, whet.her pupil or 
resident nurse, adds such touches of individual 
adcrnment as she des'i'res, , 

~ Betweeh  twenty and 8hil;tY nurses are  graduated 
every year, the course of study being hvu years. 
Last year there were more tllan eighteen hundred 
,applications for admissi.on to the school, 

A graduate of .bhe school has organised a train- 
ing school for nurses in Cuba under Major Greble, 
the Cuban cummi~s~sioner of chadities.  Anolther, 
yho yenlt to Cuba  under the Cuban  Orphan 
S,ociety, hss esbablished a hospi~al and  training 
school. Several of bhe graduates  are  in  the Philip- 
pines, and in nearly every  Skate in the Union the 
sch'ool is represented by graduates who  filI impor- 
$ant positions. 

Mis Agnes Brennan, the Superin,tendent of 
Nurses at Bellevue, endeared herself to  every Con- 
gress delegate who visited New York, by her 
charming hospi4ality. A specially graceful act 
on her  part was the presenbdbion  of baslret,s of gor- 
geous fruilts upon speeding the parting% guests on 
board Ithe steamers. -- 

In the  latest issue of the Journal o f  the  Associa- 
tion o f  Military  Surgeons, publis,hed in the 
Uni,bed  Sbates, appeam a repogt on our milGbary 
medmical establ,ishmenbs, by Dr. John Stmit  



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page249-volume28-29thmarch-1902.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page251-volume28-29thmarch-1902.pdf

