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T H E  ORIGIN,  GROWTH, AND P R E S E N T  STATUS 
OF DISTRICT  NURSING IN  ENGLAND. I 

BY MISS AMY HUGHES. 
' On receiving the Bind invitation,'tol read a paper 

08n (( The Origin, Groivvth, antd  Pre!sent Status, of 
District Nursing in  Eng1a.d " my  first. feeling was 
that it would be difticult: to avo'id  repea,ting  much 
o f  what had already been said whenn. I had the 
holnor  of spedting on the work of the Queen 
Victoria's Jubilee Institute  for Nurses at the! 
Nursing Conference held in Chicago in 1893. . I 
trust you will forgive some inevitable repetition, 
as the work of the Queen's Institute, of which I am 
a,gain the represimtative tOcday, is clotsdy inter- 
woven  with the histolq of district nursing. 

In collecting statistics olf tlhe w r k  since then, 
'one cannot fail 6a ,be impressed by the rapid' 
grovth of this  branch of nursing, and th,e! way it: 
has spread omer the ltingdolm. 

If bhis increase is remarkable in eight years, it 
is much more so' since .the first effolrt to1 bring 
skilled nursing  wit,hin reach, of the. poor in  their^ 
olwn homes:  was made by Mrs. Fry, in, 1 8 4 5 ~  who, 
est.ablished the Nursing Sisters olf Devonshire 
Square, Bish.opsga.te, for  thst purpclse. This effort 

' was fo~lloive~d  by the Society of  St. Jolhn's  House;. 
foiunded in 1848 with the design '' ob improving 
the qualifications and raising the cha.racter of 
nurses folr the sack in ho,spitals, amclng the p0c.r in 
their oiwn homes, and in1 private families, by 
piaviding for them prolfessional training, ,togethe? 
with  moral and'religicus discipline under bhe care 
of 'a sister superior, aided by a chaphin." 

District nurs'ing was first definitely  foamulaied 
in Liverpolo1 in 1859, a trrLined nurse being sent to, 
wolrlt in a s.maJl district. 

Such good results were ,obtained that its. pro" 
motelr,  Mr. W. Rathbqne, was . en'coluraged to 
ex tad  hhe  woIrlt, a,nd  within, fcur years the whole, 
olf Livevool was di6de.d into] eighteen  districts, 
each supplied with a trained nurse. T o  avolid 
any risk olf the n!ew  tvolrl; becoming a new system 
.of distributing relief, the  mrses were not allolwed 
to give any  sick  cofmforts  themselves. A band ,of 
l a d h  undecool; $0 be respo,nsiihleu fbr tha .cost 
of such nacessaries for the potor of their own neigh-. 
bauiui.holod, and t?b.is syste~m is cogtinuc6 at the' 
present day in Liverpooi. As the1 work increased, 
a successful change was introducFd by placing 
the nurses i n ,  district homes under fully trained, 
superintendents, instkad 'of alltowing ea,ch one to 
livd in separate hlgings. T&e valuq of this. 
change mad6  itself  imm,ediatlelr  ma.nifest  in; thg 
improlved  stani;d'a.rd  of  wolrk an2 discipline, a,rnotq$, 
the nmxes, as well a.s in' increased zeal and espat 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page369-volume28-10thmay-1902.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page371-volume28-10thmay-1902.pdf

