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Miss Mollett, President; of ,the Royal South  Hants 
League oft Nurses, Mrs. Groves, Local Hon. Secre- 
tary for Bristol, and others. 
The Conference op  the afternoon of Thursday, 

$'lay zgth, and ehe .meeting in favour of the State 
Registiation; of ,Trained Nurses, are open to the 
General-Public.  Tickets  for the Conference on 
Thursday,-.Maf zgth, may be had on application 
to Miss M. Breay, Hon. Secretary Matrons' Coun- 
cil, 7, Marlborough ,Hous.e, High Street, hiIqle- 
bon&'London, .W., and,foc the  State  Registration 
R!eeting on application to the  Bon. Secrebay, pro 
fern, 20; Upper WimpoIe Stree't:, London, W. 

Cbe ?League of 5% 3obn's bouae 
. . 'IRurfiee, 

A general  meeting of the  League of St. John's 
House  Nurses was held at  1st. John's )House, Nor- 
folk  Street,  Strand, on Saturday last, when theEe 
was .a good attendance ,of memlbers. 

The President was in  the chair, and 'deliverad 
the following address : - ' 

L _ .  I t   i s  with great  pleasure that I welcome you 
to our  third meeting of the Leqgue ,of St. John?s 
House Nuises. " 

S,ince our  inaugural  meeting nearly a year  ago 
our  members  have increased %from sisty-eight to 
eighty-seven, and I hope they will continue to rise 
in number. 

As the April News is, I hope, now in Ithe pos- 
session of you  all,  you will know all the recent 
,events of interest to the League;  and you will 
bave  seen how we (made our first public  step with 
regard to the Midwivesl B?U. To-day, as we have 
a very full Agenda, I d l l  not  keep you long. I 
hope very much tha5 the ,self-instruction scheme 
mill be very fruitful  in 'good results, and  that many 
members  ill join it, )besides saying that  they ap- 
prove oif, and wigh it 'success ! I a,m sure it is 
worth wery ,effoft ,to endeavour to keep our  minds 
and bfains from either ;becoming absorbed with 

' one .subject, i.e., that of our profession, Jvhich 
tends 'to ,make us narrow-minded, o r  allowing them 
to become rusty altogather. A great  thinker 
once  said  that every day aman should read a beau- 
tiful  poem,  hear a beautiful  piece of music, and 
see a' beautiful  picture;  this 'may not Ibe within' 
our power for every day, but; it; may certainly be 
within lthe ,range of our .aspirations. 

Two ,or three friends  have mo,st kindly  helped 
us in the way  ,of  suggesbioris, and with promises 
of setting  papersj,Wc,,- so 11 hope many. members 
will respond,  mrrnly. , - 'I 

There is. .just: one  more poinrt 1; -would. .bring. 
before,you tolday, and  it is this,: 'by oul' constitu- 
tion, w e  pledge . ourselvb to! -&wat4. .  and 
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strengthen  our profession by  endeavouring to 
maintain a high standard of work and conduct:" . . , . . and also: ".to (promote the usefulness 
and honour of the nursing profession." Our 
minds are stirred at ,the  present  time by 
the pa,pers in the current issuesx of the 

Nineteenth Century," on " A Case against 
Hospital Nurses," for, whil~b allowing for 
much esaggera.tion m d  great mislcnowladge ' 
on the  part of the writer, still there is 
much in  that April paper which 'every nurse will 
-do well to read carefully .over, and  ponder upon 
with ,searchings .of' heart 'to see whether in any of 
these  details she may have helped  to lower her 
profession  in the ?yes of th,e wofld. Talking 
over " cases,"  how a s y  it  is to! err in this direc- 
iion,  in considerateness in a household which is 
probabIy already  out of gear ,owing to  the illness 
perhaps of $he principal member, etc. 

That the writer takes a one-sided view olf the 
case is manifest, for )many are the opposite in- 
stances, for example, where! la nurse  has been 
dreaded  in a household, and yet after a. short stay 
there is the most real sorrow at her departure- 
but is it always so ? 

True  it.  is  that a great  deal is expected of nurses. 
I was told only  lthe. other  day by a doctor who 
wanted a nurse, " i t  will require some ,one with a 
temper  like  an angel for. such a difficult  invalid," 
but  just because the pedestal  upon which the pro- 
fession has been  in latter days, placed is, so high, 
shall we not  'do  our utmost to: keep it in its. place, 
and  to .uphold its  old traditions ! The  fact  that 
much  is expected of ust ,is-surely-an impetus  to 
us to .rise :up to'chese  great mespectations ! With in- 
creased. knowledge, better ,training, and  all the 
modem developments of science and medical skill , 

and  general " up-to-date-ness," do  not Idt it; be , 

' l  out of date " to adhere to ,the old-fashioned aims) 
of the nurse in ,earlier days, abut, 8s in  the words of 
the prayer Tve so frequently use, Let  each one 
seek to serve and minister to the sick with !entire 
devotion, deep humili,ty, unwearied zeal, patience, 
gentleness, and charity, in  the spirit  of faithful- 
ness, (obedience, and love." 

THE SELF INSTRUCTION SCHEME. 
The minutes of the previous) Imeeting having 

been  read q d  confirmed, the ,first item  on, the 
Agenda, the formation .of :a (L Self-Instruction 
Scheme," was discussed. Tlie desirability. of 
adopting such a scbeme had ,been previously sup 
gested in  the Leagile News, 'ahd th,e  members  had 
come  prepared ,to1 discuss it, ' 
f It ~vas-iagreed  ,'that  ,three group$$ shod$. b &  
forined of subjects io  be studiedj  and that memL 
bersl~shauld  be invited  %O!'join  on& dr'.pdre''df 
the,$e. i -,Fui%her,: )that ',those ,whdj did 'so shbuld 
pleklge;then1selvds VG give. ab least one hbur's study 
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