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Sujerintendent of the Visiting Nurse Association of 

Chicago. 
In tha charaxteristics and aim of dist~ct lob 

visiting nurse work  there!  may be said to1 be 
'' northing  new." I t  &,I a  branch of nursing. SO well 
kno~wn to our professioai that it is uselesi to dwell 
upon the purpoee of the work. 

At the Conlgess of Nurses  held  in) Chicagoi in 
1893 $he  subject of this paper was,  given  such 
complete  a,nd  detailed des.criptioln  by  women of 
years of experience! in the work that it would! be 
t h e  misspent to1 take up that pazt ,ol the1 subject, 
sa well1 covered  them 

The facts and data of the present  paper are 
largely  statistica.1, and  intend'ed o d y  as historical 
of Ithe subject,  and,  simply ta show the grolwth of 
tha work in the vaxious pasta of the country in 
tlx la& ten: years:. TfLisr philanthropy has now 
taken its place! among the ,organised ch,ssitiesl of 
moldern  times. O d y  a few years, ago1 quite 
unknown5 it i,s now operated  successfully in ailmost 
wery section olf tha country. I t  is a. charity ,of 
which its prolmoters  never tire; and noting its 
succms ancl .preset steady  growth, one olften 
womdess  why its initiatotry  stages had such  uphill 
work. 

District oo? visiting  nurse  work  covers that 
branch of nursing which1 cares for the, sick  poor 
in their own homes,  when  by  reason  of  s'ur- 
rounding ciicumstancels: the) patienlt  may not be 
s a %  to1 a  hospital. Tba work is likened) to1 a 
large out-dolor hospital, the varions  towns  and 
lo!ca.lities  being dbided into1  wa'rds  oc districts, 
the whole  being  responsible! to1  the1 head or super- 
intending nurse. 

Frolm the first  year of its esiatenc.e,  when 
Fliadner at ICakerswerth sent trained wolmen  intor 
the holmes' of the poor, and William Rath- 
bone, M.P., saw the need of it in Englatlrd, the 
chaxactw d t h i s  work h'as nat changed; it still 
ca.rries  out the first paramount principles oE giving 
skill,adl nursing ta the poor and the small wage 
exmr ia their m holmas,, ,and to use such 
methds of  irisbmctiolm as to teach' $hem to! care 
for their mvm sick m13 to1 carry oue bhhe right 
observance. of sanitary laws. 

The pioneers ojf this work had  untold  difficul- 
ties to olvercolme,  foir  by no mea.ns  did their efforts 
meet wit11 warm support.  Medical ,mm were 
suspiciws that; thew mga.nizations  sending m6 
skillad  nursing help would  in,terfeee  with  their 

practice,  and many  of the laity felt it an innova- 
tioa n o t  practical, and that the pooa  could  get on 
tha same as Wq always had  done. 

It is needless to say that the newer  and  yoanges 
associations  have uome of these d.iiEcdties, for 
physicians  everywhere now are not only the 
in&ga,bors in new localities, but are always the 
staunchesti  supporters of the schema. Tha 
development of the work in America  hds not been 
a bed olf roses,  and,  with,  all its seeming  s~uccess 
in this co~untry, we are! years behind Germmy a d  
England. 

A woman prominent in philanthropic work  says 
(c there is no1 form of olrganised philanthropy epatt 
dernoastrates,  more  clearly the prase& pro'gesswe 
ideas of social and ecoaolmic  wojrk among the lass 
fortunate; and a  student of social  problems 
has well  said ' I  It is the safest and moist practical 
means of bridging the gulf  which lies between 
the cllasses and tha masses." 

This principle is largely  illustzated in the SUC- 
cessful  social settleqent made;  up of nurses1 at 
265 Henry  Street, New  York  City. 

IN continuance, I should like to put in khort 
folrm a few general wggestions to) those who! are 
contemplating  farming this work in new localities. 
I shall  give  below  a  combination, of the various 
metholds carried olut in many ,of t.he oga,nisatiom 
nmv operated. 

First co~mm  the!  n,eed, then the presentation of 
&he project at a  general  meeting .of the public, tcr 
which shodcl be asked  prolrhinent physiciaw of 
the locality to give it its endorsemmt. , Then 
comes the mode of support,  usually best by  volun-, 
t q  contributions in sm,all  sums froq the public 
rathm than by individuals, as then no one may 
feel that they  have  a  .special  claim upon the 
s,ervice. If operated upoa the n80n-secta.rian 
principle, you then h,aw th'e suppo~rt of all the 
religious etlem,eruts, but a.re  confined  to! ~ I O I  par- 
ticu1a.r oae. Cases sh,odd be taken1 and receimd 
frolm all  sources. 

An ideal system  may have many adjuncts 
operati.ng in coanection with1 it. First  is the 
Flolwer  Mission, or the Diet Kitchen\, olr the 
Canvalescent Home in somle  ne8.r-by country 
place, ta which  patients may be  smt. Then in 
the district mast be the elver-ready  and  well-fillad 
lolm press, co&ining every  known  a,rticle  tha.t;' 
may be used for the comfort and well-being of 
the sick. The most  successful  organisations ga 
~poni the principle that  the beat aasults am shown 
to the people when the best profes&nd nurse 
gives the semices,  assisted by the m:ost modew 
siclc-Eoolrn applia.nces, rather tha.ns by  make-sh,iftS, 
and  yet  alwa3ys  giving  hfolrmatioln, as tot what 
arbicles  may be used in the place of bhel modem 
ones. 

III adopting  a  name  for a.ny new saciety doing 
this work, we would advise the' usec of the term 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page495-volume28-21stjune-1902.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME028-1902/page497-volume28-21stjune-1902.pdf

