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EbftotCaI. cat.ion  which is based  solely upon a medical 
THE RELAT,VE VALUE THEORY AND examination into theoretical knomledge must 

PRACTICE. be considered inadequate,: aud a reversion 
An important point is raised by the report, t o  the .time when nursing was an unscientific 

recently presented bp Dr. J. H. Bryant, and domestic  vocation, and the.. paranlonnt 
assistant-physician . at Guy's Hospital, to the necessity for slrilled instrnction ,in I practiml 

' Portsmouth Guardians, on the  result to t  the nursing morl< IVYL~S, still uurecogsisedl But 
examination which  he conducted into the know- we  now appreciate the great demands made 

I ledge of thirky nurses training at their Infirmary. upon the nursing profession by the associated , 

Dr. Bryant wrote that of the six third-year profession of medicine; vie Enoiv also.that'only 
nurses yho presented themselves five qualified,, those who are themselves' skilfd 'nirrses ..San 
and he recommended them for certificates. teach others to perform prabtical nursink duties. 
The part  that.medical men take  in the edaca- , It follows that  an experienced nurse is the 
tion of nurses is a' very ~7a;luable one. They . only.person competent t o  colzd~1ct:the:practicJ 

> ,  are able t o  inlprirt instruction ' in  anatomy, . esamiration of psobationgrs and .to test ,their - pI1ysiology, hygiene,! aid *in  the  theory, of' Bnowleclge in this respect.,.Therefore, no certifi- 
a medicine and surgery, so fas 'ns it concerns ~ cates, abould <be awarded t o  nurses; 'solely on 
m~rses, whkh could not .be given as efliciently medlcal. exatninat.ion into their~, th~or~t icaI  

' by any nurse, for nurses do 'not receive the  howledge'<,  but 'a place, q d  very ibiiiportant 
scientific training, or possess thc accttrate Inlow-, . place, should be .given in wvarding 'cerfificates 
ledge' qu31if;lring them t o  be the best instructoys , t o  h . x  marks' gamed in an. examnation con- 

. in these subjects, a But 1 though ' theoretical' , ducted .bya:an experienced nurse ..or. :matron. 
knomledge is an'ilnportant and' neqessary basis ..'Only so Can a"jtistz prbpottiqn' between,' theory 

. of nursing educzttion if' the best results.are.to, qrld  practice be maintained, and, however..b& 
' be attained; the essential ,part of.  a nurse's . liant a nurse,;mayhe .dn paper, her lrnowlgclge 

training is, after all, , h e r \  educatian in practical is useless for. the welfare: of:' the sick, if .shs,$s 
mprlr. , Atid,. ,therefore; a ' standqrd oP1 certifi-. not  practically.skilI"ul. , , .  , ,  
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