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Can, anyone whojs byp to t;he.lot of the korkei 
this husx worl~n-day , age realise the  turn of 

mind yhiqll :could $elieve in a fixed and settled 
,itqte :of aogie4y!asqit is at present S To me a most 
drearX,yisio&I, mu. sure no  worlcer could  ever have 
.coutqml$atedsit with joy. I t  must ever have been 
Keld by. those qhose circumstances  compelled them 
$Q ,lea$ Inore ._ or less artifici,al  lives-the leisured, 
and,  let us frankly say, the lazy people. 

Who  else  could  ever have wished t o  set  a. clamp 
and padloclr on any one  given  age-any  one known 
phase of .hulnan society ? Whatever rules the 
pedagogues and political econonlists made in times 
gone by, the worlrers must .always have felt assured 
khat, they, were living , in  a transition age ; that 
khQrer  was ,something greater  coming ; that they 
werw preparing a v,ay. of life beyond what ,they 
kGey for $hemselves.- P O  we. not  feel it, me 
workers? Do we .not share this sensation, as we 
join the ~anlr;s,of those who earn bread and salt 1 

The vision me see, which rejoices us and. malrcs 
&S thankful to be living in  this time, is the approach- 
ing economic independence of women. 

Oh, the heaviness of the time vhich forbade 
independent esertion t o  the single woman ; which 
b,eldno outloolr for her save a nunnery or the bread 
of .dependence in the household of her male rela- 
tives !- 

And ,single 1 women always have been and 
always, will be. The wiseacres who dreid seeing 
women .iq&qendent, for fear they. will not marry, 
forget that  in the olden time nearly every  household 
had an old  maid aunt or t w o  living on charity in 
its borders. .. . I I l 

, To-day we .h3ye the, ;prQmise of the ,conlplete 
financial enlspcipatjoa of; women-last to emerge 
horn. pqnpilpqslfep,  i,slo)vest to  ,beconic orgaFised, 
'gost belqtqd ,in .' resistance to unfairness (taking 
'$hem. as a, whole),, and' prone to subordination, we 
'@ow  now that  their feet are. set in  the way of 
freedom. 
, ' Our work and training ,as nurses has been a 
powerful factor in, .this advance. Our whole 
nursing movement is bqt one part of thc universal 
..movement of women toward fuller education. more 

the. c~usgantlt&~oi~?a$e the $dviail&'e of all theothers ; 
of those ,whoni w'e have iwek seen ; of those of 
whos6 v e ~ y  existepce we are uncodsc?ious. 

I$very bit of piogiess that We mjlrc helils .for-' 
&ud the cause bf all women. Every tillle W O  fall 
bac1c me hurt and keep back' othels by SO much. 
Each advance lnnde in positi0.n. and  dignity hy any 
one body of w'omen' brings so lnuoh ~ ~ G L ~ P Q P  the day 
of hope for those who :no still ilown-troddcn, 
Bealising this, dare me become intlillirrcnt to our 
blessings ; neglectful of our obligntions to OUE 
sisters who are less fortmato than '1, 

Rarely indeed has it llappellcd that a new pro- 
fession has been created, as w s  ours, by the genius 
of one Tvoman. Out of a formless, characterless 
mass of unorganised wommllood has arisen in a' 
lifetime. a definite, distinctive, self-relimt, ancl 
self-supporting grmy, vhose illfluence in ameliorating 
misery is not more striking  than  the moral ideas of 
the elevation of laboux, the worthiness of service, 
and the dignity of self-support which it has radiated 
in  its path. I think no movement has ever clone SO 
much to break down the cramping conventions'which 
kept unoccupied  womeb in homes where thew TVRS 
liothing to  do. It has made thousands 'free, ancl, 
better yet, it has macle ideas free. 
# For all  this i e  owe gratitude t o  the great ~0111nn 
whose name, we revere, ancl  whom we nlust hail, 
remembeltng the vast eevdlution her morlr has beun, 
as one of the greatest of revolutionists. 

' To her we owe it  that we are as free as WC are to- 
day. Not only did hee hands remove tho control of 
the whole nursing world from lnen ancl give i t  to 
women, but hcr voice, clew and fearless, proclaimed 
wliat no one had dared to say before, that  to be 
sucqessfpl. nursing, affairs and  nursing  n~nnngemeat 
'must be entrusted t o  nurses with authority, and 
that there was a sphere of their own within which 
they must be supreme. 

$his was the most radical part of a most radical 
work, and  this the chiefest treasure which we, as a 
profession, are bound to guard and  clwish  for the. 
benefit of all other women. 
. W e  have not guarded it ps sacredly 8s we, sl~ould 
have done, all told. Instmces may be pointed out 
,where .prerogatives have boon given , up, and  rule 
and dominatios by,outsiders nlmost  invitecl. Surely, 
if we loolr beyond ourselves  over tlie whole vnst 
,field of still .subjugated wol~anhood, we will not; 
'dare risk the  liberty so haTcUy won. 'The, ,1mrse o f  
the futuro  inust be somqthipg more than nurse. 
She must be, if she will live up to the level sot for 
'US Ijy the greatest of nurses, teacher as well 'i& 
,nurse ; a mora1 form ; a public conscience ; n 

equal opportunities, completer freedom t o  d&vlop. pophet  hna a' critic. Self-governing  she ,must 14, 
33ere enter the new  ethics, in our responsibility, the free ,and sglf-reliant must she maintain herself. 
oblig?tio!1 thst i s  laid y p o n  u s  so to live, so, to work, 'Then she can 60 out of thc world, Teelihg that shb 
66'. to  strive forw&rd,, that we hlay help, and ,not 'has done heof' part towards making it b'etter thah 

, I  
hinder, ethe: Vbob hiovethent ; that we may  strehgtlxbn :&e fonnd  it, 'I - I .  l 
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