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atbe fl,JB, C of State -IRegf$tration, 
By Miss SOPHIA PALMER. 
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It would seem as if every. nurse $;p thp land .Fust, 
after all that has been said and' written, :underst8hds 
the reasons for State registration, ' and comprehend 
something of  holv such registration will  'affect the 
nurse already in practice, but we frequently hear 
from or talk  with nurses who we realise,have fairec 
to grasp, even in  the most elementary manner,'tlje' 
reasons for this great movement, ,an: lvhen we' ?oh., 
sidec the apdthy and indifference' of the thous@ds 
of nurses in  this country .upon the subject, 'we are 
moved to again present the  'matter,for tlie benefit of 
the uninformed. 

The history of trained nursing,:: as' we' look back: 
upon it, shows an almost phenomehd  grawth. 
When i t  comuenced in  the  onited Stpfes-and p '  

. will not take  time to go back ' out of '.bur* own' 
coptry, there were comparatihly few; 'hospit@s,' 
an4 they were sitdated"'in  the great clties. The: 
hospitils were large,'and' the opportunfties for prac- 
tical observation gave an intelligent womm great 
experience, 'even without  much systematic instruc- 
tion, : A training - school was found to 'be  an 
economic 'investment, and' as hospitals lnultiplied 
in largo cities and small, in  towns and vi!lages,' 
training-schools have mnultiplied, every school being 
a lam unto itself ,as to  tho ainount of 'actual nursing, 
education it shall  .give t o  its pupils in return  for 
their services t o  the hospit,al. 

In the  beginning nurses were  few, they were; 
scattered, they were without organisation, and,, 
being without voice in  the  matter of the ,,educationr 
of nurses; they did  not concern themselves ?bout it. 
Gradually;. as the numbers have increased, tnd: 
societies have been organised, a professional feelmg. 
has developed. Nurses in small groups in many 
parts of the world have concerned themselves about 
the inequality of the nurse's education and her 
laclc..of 1,egal status. 

Those nurses mhc~ have been the. superinlendents 
of- training-schools realised first and more  Sully .the 
inequality of training in  this multitude of schools, 
and  the injustice of such  inequality to a vast army 
of pupils. Training-schools are called educational 
institutions, but educational institutions, of every 
other class must conform to a standard fixed. in 
,some way by  the law of -the  State, Universities, 
high schools,  grammar and  private schools must 
givo,to  their pupils a certain minimum amount of 
instruction, the standard for, which is fixed in some 
xay.by law. But the  trainingschool is responsible 
t o  no  higher authority as regards what it shall 
teach or .how it shall teach. Now, by  Statewgis- 
tration every nurse after  she shall  have graduated 
from a trt$ningschool will be required to pass 
another examination fised  by  the  State before she 
will be'allomed to practise nursing. , By this. meaas 

, ..,. l I 

all of the. traipipg-schools in  ,that  State wiIl h e  
obliged. to providci , for their pupils the'.  kind '-of. 
instruction'both theoretical and practical  that,,ivill' 
be necessery, to  enable them  to pass the'  State 
examination. 
By ,this means it 'is very. plain that all,.o€ 

trainingschools will become plore .uniformj a s  :they 
must adopt , a  certain,minimum , curricr&mi w-hich. 
will'be',compulsory for schools of the, lower grade,. 
f;ut will not retard the,8development .of schools of; 
the bi&eri&ade, so it; ip easily seen that by State, 
rq6istratioq .the  first, great point gained will be' a 
certain, fixed standard of ,training to mhich all of '  

' , In"other Woicls, the law'of the State will ?ecide; 
the +pry least that,  a'nurse ivust lrnod  in order to , 
b'e consiberect,conlpetont to qare for 'the sick. Right, 
lpxe',let us empqasise the point that a 1 % ~  never 
morks backward i, ,!&, instance, if a Bill,-p@s the 
Legislature ,requlrrng that all women bractiiing, 
nursing after J'anuary. lst, 19.04; shall pass aq, ex-' 
amhation ,an$ be registered, s u c h .  ;a. :l.aw ' will not 
affect nurses who are alrettdy, gr@luajed and in.p+ac- 
tice; such':womt?n will, only be. ie,@ire~,;l#ore a 

.filred date, ,to register their diplomaswitboal; $$king' 
an esamiqation. ' I : I: ' C  < : % ! s i  

' 'This is exactly the manner in which, the. qwdical' 
registiation ivent into effect, Such an: enactment, 
yhen seourejd, will .be the first .step toryards, pIaeing 
trained nursing upon'the basis 0f.a rec'ognisbd~ PFO-~ 
fession, and tl,iis object  alone should be en01@ to 
rouse the interest ab3 enthusiasmof every 'wom'an, 
who has the right to Call herself a nurse, . ': Thedirect advantages'which will ~ be felt  by the 

, $assage of such a Idiv iiill be  that women who. are' 
piactising nursing ivithout a diploma ,'will not ,X&e 
the  right to  call- .themselves trained nurses. " The' 
public  will  be protected fronl being imposed upp4 
By such ivomen as Jarie Toppan and Miss Diqgle, 
although the public will have the privilege of  em- 
plsying such women, knowinglthem to  be  untrained, 
If It so chooses. 

This movement for State registration is  purely 
educational one ; it  is the first great concerted effort; 
of nurses for the advancement,' elevation and-pro; 
tection of the nurses of the ' future ; i t '  pricticahy 
brings nothing t o  the nurses who are leading the 
movement in  the different States;  they haye nothin4 
t o p i n  pem*sonaIly in return for the time and' ,hard, 
labour which they are giving to the cause. Most of 
them are women  who have given their best yeara to ' 

nursing work, and who have learned by hard, pqc- 
tied esperience where and holv nursing meth6ds 
are deficient and  in  what way improvements anit 
protection can be obtained. But for the  apathy of; 
the great multitude of nurses engaged .in.  private 
Practice, the very nurses vho are to be most greatly 
bepefited by  the successful issue of .the registration 
mopgmenh, this whole qyestion of State registration 
would be carried mitb.but little. difficulty,,. ,.I .; .> 

. .  

I , $he  trciining-schools of the State' must confoi@. 
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