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The #, 13, C of State Registration,

By M1ss SopmiA PALMER.

It would seem as if every nupsein the land .must,
after all that has been said and’ written; aundetstand,
the reasons for State registration, "and complehend
somethmrr of how such registration will affect the

nurse already in practice, “but we frequently hear -
from or talk with nurses who wo realise have falfed.

to grasp, even in the most elementary manner, the
reasons for this great movement, and when we con-

sidel the apathy and indifference of the thousands”f
of nurses in this country -upon the subject, we are’
moved to again present the ‘matter, for the benefit of -

the umuformed

The history of trained nursing, as*we look back'

upon it, shows an almost phenomenaI 0rrowﬁh
‘When it commenced in the United Sbates—and we.
will not take time to go back “out’ of dur' own'
country, there were compamtwely fow hosp1tals,
and they were situated in the great cities. The

hospitals were large,’ and the opportumtnes for plac- ,

tical observation gave an intelligent woman greab
experience, even withoub much systemamc instrac-
tion,” A training - school was found to be an
economic investment, and' as hospitals multiplied

in large cities and small, in towns and villages,’

tramm"-schools have multiplied, every school being
a law unto itself as to the amount of actual nursing-
education it shall give to its pupils in returh f01
their services to the hospital.

. In the beginning nurses. were few, they were

being without voice in the matter of the educatmn
of nurses; they did not concern themselves about it.
Gradually; as the numbers have increased. and:
societies have been organised, a professmnal feeling.
has developed. Nusses in small groups in many
paxts of the world have concerned themselves about
the inequelity of the nurse’s educutlon and her
lack of legal status.

Those nurses who have been the supenntendents
of training-schools realised first and more fully ‘the
1nequa11ty of trammg in this multitude of schools;
and the injustice of such inequality to a vast army
of pupils. . Training-schools are called educational
1nst1tutlons, but educational institutions. of every
other clags must conform to & standard fixed in
some way by the law of the State, TUniversities;
high schools, grammar- and private schools must
give to their pupils a certain minimum smount of
instruction, the standard for -which is fixed in some
wvay by law. Bub the trainingschool is responsible
to mo higher authority as 1e0a1ds what it shall
teach or how it shall teach. Now, by State regis-
tration every nurse affer she shall have graduated
from a training-school will be required to pass
another examination fixed by the State before she
will be allowed to practise nursing, = By this means
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all of the-training-schools in that State will -be
obliged- to p10v1de for their pupils the kind of
instruction both theoretical and practical that, will
be mnecessary, to enable them to pass the’ State
examination, .

By this means it is very. plam that all of the
’Grammtr-schools will become more . uniform, as. they
must adopt a certain.minimum , curriculun which.

~ will'be compulsory for ‘schools of the lower grade, .
bub will not retard . the, development of schools of:

the higher grade, so it. 15 easily seen that by State.
realstratlox; the first great point gained will be'a
certam fixed standard of ‘training to which all of

i the tmmmg—schools of the State must conforir. i

In other words, the law of the State will declde
the very leas} that, a nurse must know in order $o
be consxdemd competent to care for the siek, nghb
here let us empha51se the pomt that; a lew never,
works back\vard for, instance, if a Bill, pass the
Leglslature requlmng “that all women practising,
nusing after January. 1st, 1904, shall pass an_ex-

- amination -and be regtstered such a.:]aw will not

affect nurses who. aré already gradua.bed and in prac-

‘tice ; such ' women will only be. requlred before a
fixed date, to register ‘their diplomas-without takmd

an e\ammatlon e
~This is exaehly the manner in which, the.. medlcal
registration went into effect. Such an’ enactment,
when seoured, will be the fitst step towards. plaemg
tmmed nursmg upon ‘the basis of-a recorrmsed plo-

.....

. who has the right to call herself a hurse.
scattered, they were without organisation, and, *

The divect advantanres ‘which will ‘be felt by - bhe ‘

, 'pa&sa"e of such a law will be that women who. are

plactising nursing without a diploma ‘will not hive
the right to call “themselves trainéd nurses, ' The'
public will be protected from being imposéd upon,
by such womern as Jare Toppan and Miss Dingle,
although the publi¢ will have the privilege of em-
ploying such women, knowing them to be unf)ramed

if it so chooses.

This movement for State registration is & purely
educational one ; it is the first great concerted effort
of nurses for the. advancement elevation and Pro-
tection of the nurses of the future ; it” practically
brings nothing to the nurses who are leading the
movement in ‘the different States; they haye nothm
10.gain personally in return for the time and hard,
labour which they are giving to the cause. Most of
them are women who have given their best years to -
nursing work, and who have learned by hard, prac-
tical experience where and how nursing methdds
are deficient and in what way 1mprovements and
protection can be obtained. But for the apathy of:
the great multitude of nurses engaged in. private
practice, the very nurses who are to be most greatly
benefited by the successful issue of .the registration:
movement, this whole question of State revlstlatlon
would be carried with.but little di‘ﬁiculty.,,
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