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It is noteworthy that while the
pros and cons of the registration
> question are:being discussed in
£Q this country, that the
', Government Boards for both
Treland and Scotland have found,
\ in practice, the need for registra-
¥ ' tion so urgent that in each’of
hese countries the above Boards
| maintain a reisber ' of  thieir

cate - issued * by ' the- Irish Local - Government,
a most ' tasteful -document on parchment paper
with the Royal Arms at the top, and the séal of the
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Nurses, to work to obtain a Nursing Act providing

_for the registration of duly qua.hﬁed nurses, "

The cireumstances: of the death of a boy at St.
Thomas’s Hospital during the administration of an

- anmsthetbic were on. Mondayamvesbwated aban inquest
* in'the Lambeth: Coroner’s Court, +The" jury” in:.xe-

turning a verdict of accidertal death added that

- there ouorht to-be in' the hospital some better system
of ascertanund ifa pablent wers ﬁt; to be pat under .

Local .

“own. W have recently in- -
spedted a copy of the certifi-.

»

Board in a device of shamrocks in the left hand .

cornér. ' The certificate states that the possessor

- “is registered by the Local Government Board for

' Ireland as a Trained Nurse, pursuant to section 58

, 8 il) of the I.ocal Governmenb (Ireland) Act,
1898 ¥

Tt is not surprising that, in default of a system of

-State Registration, Grovernment offices dealing: with
the nursing of the sick have found ib necessary to
estallish recrlsters of their own, and the Local
Government Bom‘ds in Scotland and Ireland are to

" be congratulated on their endeavour to protect the
sick from ignorant and incompetent nurses. At the

same time, “there is urgent need of a Nursing Act

on the same lines as the Mechcal Act of 1858

* “§o regulate the qualifications” of persons acting as

nurges. The Medical Act asserts thab ¢if is ex-
pedient that persons requiring medical aid should
be enabled to distinguish qualified from unqualified
practitioners,” and under the Act the use of the
_title “ legally qualified medical practlbloner,” “ duly
qualified medical practitioner,” or any words im-
_plying that a person is a member of the medical
profession indicates that a person is registered
under the Act.

It is difficulb o realise that ib is little over half a '
century since the registration of medical practi- -

tioners was accomplished, or the injury which would
be inflicted upon the sick public if there were no
means of distinguishing qualiﬁed from unqualiﬁed
practitioners.. No doubt in another fifty years it
will be equally difficult to estimate the present dis-
* organised condition of nursing; meanwhile it is

the duty of all who realisé the suffering caused to

. the sicke by the lack of any standard of nursing
. edueation, and of any reliable Ragister of Tramed

an anzesthem v T SR

It would appear that the boy was plepared for -

the anssthetic by his parents in accordance with
medical directions, The administration of ansestlie-
tics to out-patients is a2 question fraught with diffi-
culty, and no doubt it is a merciful procedure in a
minor operation to give a “ whiff of chloroform * or
some other anmsthetic.  But all nurses know how
much successful’ administration depends upon the
careful preparation of the patient by competent
persons. - The pores of the skin should- be ¢leansed

by a warm bath, free action of the bowels secured,
the urine tested for sugar and albumen, light diet'

be given previously so that the stomach may not
be loaded and press upon the diaphragm, and the
patient be kept in bed, at any rate on the day of
the operation, to avoid any exertion. All
these points will be attended to as a routine
practice- in the case of in-patients, as well
as the medical examination of the condition
of the heart and lungs. Even after all precautions
have been taken, alarming conditions will occasion-
ally supervene. How much more likely they are
to occur®\then the previous prépavation has been
carried out by parents, ignorant of all the necessary
technique, will be readlly comprehended.

Miss Bridger, Matron at the Swans a Hospltal
who is leavmﬂ to take up an appointment at Malta,
has been made the recipient of valedictory- gifts
from - her - ¢olleagues on the staff, who smcerelv
regret her departure During the two years that
Miss Bridger had been Matron her relations with
the staff have been of the most cordial deseription,

- and these gifts were infended as a memento of ‘that

period, as well as to signify the esteem which the
recipient had won from her colleagues. The pre-
sents consisted of a massive solid silver teapot,

* given by past and present sisters and nurses, and a

solid silver cream Jug and sugar basin, in cases; by
the porters, engineer, and servants. - The gifts were
simply left in Miss Bndﬁers Toom, there being no
formal presentation.

The Swansea Hospital Board have, we regret to
find, arranged to start a private nursing depaltment
in connection with the Hospital on the motion of
Dr.:Brook, who, apparently, considers it JustLﬁable
to make ~money for a charity out of nursing labour,
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