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- munity of women,.$mt the  instind 01 s.elf-preserva- 
n tion was a strong one, and nur'ses  .must look aft& 
. number one, , , I ,  ~, 

, Referring to  the  letter read eadier. from. 'f Stars 
and Stripes," Mrs: Fenwick said: that American 

, men had been inspired to pass .these Bills by the 
conscientious conviction .of the nurses themselves 
that such legislation avould benefit the public. Regis- 
tration  would affect &he graduate nurse, firstly educa- 
tionally, secondly industrially, and  thirdly profab;sian- 
ally.- & present o n  entering a hospital she. did  not 
Imoww6at  kind.of. training she would get, or what 
curriculum she would have to pass throu&. 

,Industri+lly, when she Id gained %hFr certificate 
sand took her slc,illed services into  the open market, 
ishe found her slcilled work competing on equal 
terms with: unskilled labour at .every turn. . Then 

.as to.tlm professional .position. Nurses were apt to 
blame .other people, for thei? present unsatisfactory 
condition in  this respect. But if they themselves had 
objected to pnjust conditions of laboul; of education, 
.and of professional status, they would longago have 
.swept them away. They must, screw. up their 
courage. The \n'orst  enemy they had was their own 
timidity.. Laztly, they .must wa,tch most carefully 
the legislation for their profession anrl be unanimous 
in demanding,self-government, or they mould  be in 
'a worse positlon than ever. 

'RVGISTUTION FROM TIIE POINT OB VIEW OB A 

STATE-REGISTERED NURSE. . .  

Miss Janet Speed, registered under Acr, of Pttrlia- 
mept in New Zealand, described tho working of 
'this Act and  the bcncfits i t  conferred. By legal 
registration, she said, the' State gave a guarantre 
that registered nurses were competent t o  do their 
duty. This  the public had a right  to demqnJ, as 
the sick mere for the time being helpless, ant1 i t  was' 
one of the-first duties of the  State $0 protect.human 
life. Eucll protection was ifforded to'  the sic]; ' in 
the case of the Lcdical attendint and the chemist,? 
and i t  WAS most important that  the nurse who 
administered the remedies prescribed  ancl  dispellse& 
fihould also be guaranteed by the State. l 

. 5 tate Registration wo,uld, in addition. to , &aran- 
t!eitg the cornpetence of the nurse, bring about: 
ynil'ormil y in nuping education. It.rn& otlly ,just 
to  the nurse that she should be afrorded tliis pj- 
tection. 3'here must, of course, be, always degrees. 
of excelience, but  the minimum. stabdard enforcgd- 
would be compatible with efficiency. ' , ' . I ,  i 

' The 'nlovcment for Stale Refiistration in,-*GCeat' 
Britain called for the co-opcration of all true  nurses' 
to  help to bring it;' to pass, She had-much plonsaro 
in wishing the S.ociety for the  State Itpgistrdtion-of 
Trained Nurses succ,eh in its good. work, which 
wa's in  the ilrtercsts of ,the sick and f\+' tEo llonol1i 
of the nursing profession. ' .  ' ,  . 

*, , 'c Th&' ip the opiniw of 6 this meeting &e, Lcgd 
Registiration gf Trained Burps by Act of Ptlrhameut 
'is a matter of uqent nbti6nal imnportanoe, and that i b  
is desirable mtrodnce IG Bill *witli thid  objeot into 
the H ~ * s B - ~ ' - ~ ~ ~ . m o a k . ' ~ ~  ' ' 

Id.igs, ~ o g t ~ ;  'IQ' proposing tho resolution, said 
i h a b ' ~ ~ M n g " * w ~ i b h  affected tlie efficiency  of the 
trainea nurse:must Ije"6f national inlportance. At 
'present there was grcdt lack of.cohesion in tho  tanks 
of nurses, and great need for fu+ther organisation. 
The ivorlt: of Registration should be carriud out on 
Imperial rather than phrochial lines.. She had lleard 
'the othor ddyof -a woman worlringw a private nurse 
in  the town from which she came who had been a 
.patient.  in  the  hospitd and 'watched the work of 
the nurses, and subsequently had undertaken private 
nursing. The meshes of the Registration net must 
not be too small, but.  they  must  not be large enough 
to addit Gomen oE this description. 

Niss Poole, Pllntcon of the East Lancashire In- 
.firmary, Clacltbnrn,. Who seconded the rcsolution, 
hoped that  the Central  Nursing Council would  see 
that  the ago for pvobstioners was lower than Rt 
present. Nutses' professional superiors I in  the 
medical  profession could be qualified to direct their 
work at twentyono. Why, then,  should no8 a nurse 
be able to begin to learn her work at  that age? 
We must ask the Government for the legal status, 
whiell was our right. We must be willing to give 
p rsonal sorvice to attain  this end. In  conclusion, 
shs invited evei.y number of the  State Registration 
Society prewot to got twenty more during the 
ensuing J ear, and, phlqcd hrrselE to do 'so. I n  this 
way the Socirty woaltL become n powerful influence. 

. .  

Tlro resolution was carried uutuimously. 
Tue next resolution ww :- I . 

' " That the Executive iJommittec be aubliorised .to 
instruct Counsel to draft a Bill for discussion protd- 
ing for: the Xtnto  Rq$sristration of.Xursesi and that 
such draft Bill  be; after approval by the members of 
the Sociaby for &he State Registration oE Prained, 
Nurses, ~ubrnitted to  hospibd committees, rnedicul 
and nursing  bodies, and political societies, &nd that 
their considerafjion of its cltlusps  bc invited." 
, I n  pr&sing,  thG'?aso&ion, Niss  Nolleft . ( C m -  

qillor,  Mpttrons' Council) S i t  was clear, that the 
Bill shqul l lq sent f ~ r  discussipn" ancl approval to- 
tlloso bodied who, war@, qoqcerned in the training 
otf nurpes;. I t  wouw EQst $cry ly-gdy  with nurse3, 
imlivi$udly to igfluence these bodies, to rece,ive h 
favourdbly. She appenlhd to any yvho were doubt-: 
flrl. if .the .psychoIogi~I'-lqomellE for advancipg 
Such a Bill ']lad irrived to give their loyal syppor!, 
ed the iviglies ofe'2he mijority, 'and. to use their ?]l- 
fluence with "their cdnimittees and  with. societlRs 
with which th-ey  were in tou,ch 'to giy0 'it favour:' 
able consideration and 'an honourable reception;w, 
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