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The. ‘nmbwfe e Question.

* THE NATIONAL . TRAINING SCHOOL FOR
MIDWIVES,
" 'We are nob surprised that the authontxes of

lymg-m hospitals are not in sympathy with the .

suggestion to build a hospital which aims af the
position of a National Training-School - for Mid-
wives. As Mr. H, A, Harben, Vme-Chwman of
Queen Charlotte’s H. ospital, points out in a letter to
the Times :—** There is no doubt that a midwife
would perform her duties more efficiently if she
possessed a knowledge of general nursing, bub this
knowledge can only be properly acquired in one
of the larger general hospitals”; and with re-
gard to the suggestion- that educated gentle-
‘women should be encouraged - to undertake the
profession of a midwife, he says further: © Any
woman of education and refinement who is willing
to undertake the arduous duties of a privabe mid-
wife'’s pmctme can readily acqulre the . requisite
experience.”

' The well-intentioned ladies who are desirous of
‘obtaining public support for their scheme to build
a hospital with the object of providing an education
which will turn out a hybrid who, whatever she
fnay be, will certainly not be a trained nurse, would
be well advised if, before - proceeding - further, they
‘referred the mather to such a body as the Matrons’
Council for advice on the professional and eduea-
tional aspects of the question. A midwife, it must
be remembered, is not_of mnecessity a nurse at all,
though there is a general consensus'of opinion that;
-she is a much more efficient person when she is.
But, in this event, her training must be thorough,
and any attempt to give her a smattenncr of nursing
knowledge in a small hospital built for this_pux-
\pose is to be ‘deplored.

The Midwives’ Board will shortly define Whab is

required of women who act as midwives, and before
.long we hope acentral authority will define whatis
1equ1red of the trained nurse, It is safe to asserf
-that the. standard of nursing education proposed
by the promoters of the National Training-School
for Midwives will not_satisfy any Nursing Councll
"which is called into existence, and. from this point
of view the scheme is doomed to failuve,  °

+ As there are at present ample facilities for train-
“ing both nurses and midwives, we should advise
those ladies interested in providing midwives for the
. poor. to turn their attention (1) to the best means 6f
“utilising these faclhbles, and (2) to securing proper
condltmns of wark’ and adequate pay to dhtuct

.m1dw1ves R

Miss Alice Gre«ory asserts that the profession
- of. midwifery has fallen 1nto contempt, ¢ especially
‘ amongs} ‘trained nurses.”. What .does a trained
*nurse find when she considers the adoption of dis-
“trict midwifery as a means of livelihood t Tirst, she
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mush pay the somewhat heavy fed. for her trammg
in midwiféry. - That'many nurses do this.proves'.to
our-mind sufficiently that they'do not regard. the
knowledgé they thus" acqulre contemptuously

- But- the market price of ‘a nurse’s work i§ froin
£2 2. to £3 3s. a week, besides “board, lodomg,
and washing’ for the greater parh of the.year. . :As
a district midwife sho may think hersélf fortunate
if she earns £70, on  which shé must keep .herself
entirely. - For this she must condemn. herself
to a lonely life, and must be willing t6 work
at all howrs of the twenty-four, ard to burn out in
all weathers. ' Let the ladies who complain.of the

- dearth , of district midwives adverfise posts of ithis -

kind, offering salaries of £150 per annum, and then
report if, the alleged dearth exists. ‘Better still, let
them arrange that wmidwifery shall be undertaken,
when poss1ble, from certain centres, so that orga-
nisation of the work is possible.. Let them byAall
means ' endeavour to persuade the authoyities of
special hospitals to limit their training to cerbifi-
cated nurses of the educated classes. They will
then, we are’ convinced, obtain through - existing
agencies a3 many educated midwives as there' is
employment for. -The questmn is essentally one
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legal !Il)atter .

MARRIED BY DECLARAT]ON ot

A caso illustrating the peculiarities of the Scot(nsh
marriage law came before ‘Lotd Stormonth-Darling
in the Courk of Session, Edinburgh, on Saturdb.y
This was the action hy -Helen Steol Dykes, ‘of
Melrose Cottage, Coatbndnre, against. Joseph” Muir
Corbett, M.B., now or lately res1dm<r at Verona,
Lethmtrton Avenue, Langside, near Gla "ow, for
declarator of marriage, ‘

Miss Dykes is thlrby.mne 3ears of age, and in
1895 was a nurse in the Western Inﬁrmary, Glds-
gow. In the spring of 1896 she and Mr. Corbetb
became engaged.to be married. .

On May 21 1896, she received a lotter frorxﬁ
Corbelt from the house of his father, in which he
enclosed a declaration of mamage In the 1ebte1 he
soid :— -

“J wish you to_have ar absolute hold of mé, and
for thab purpose I encloss 2 "document which the
darling is' not to'read Just now.” ' T consulted 'the

_necessary authorities of tlie subjes’ and ma.de fure

the document” will hold good.” "

Along with {hat letter she received a declaratxon
dated May 22nd, 1896. She read and understood
the meaning “and effeci of it. It was in the defend-
ant’s’ handwriting and bore his signature. -She
She saw the
defendant at the infirmary the following morhing

‘and showed him the document bemm« the two
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