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It is with keen pleasure 
that we welcome the first 
number of the Wornem’s 
fluffrage Record, published 
quarterly, price Id., by the 
Central Society for Women’s 
Suffrage, 25, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. It ought t o  
receive wide support from 
all women who have this 

cause at heart, for sixpence a year, including postage, 
is surely not much to  pay in support of an organ for 
the Cause which is of supreme importance t o  women, 
and of vital importance t o  the nation. Upon our 
possession of the suffrage all other reforms for women 
depend, and, as Miss Louisa Stevenson has well 
pointed out, there is no security of permanence in 
any reform which has been gained for women without 
th;,firm foundation of the Parliamentary franchise. 

I h e  introductory remarks tell us that the issue of 
the first number of the ‘( ?F70?ne?t’s Xzc$raga Recod is 
the outcome of a desire t o  keep all those who are 
interested in the movement in closer touch with the 
work which is being done for its advancement 
throughout the country. 
“ It  is hoped that by means of this papefthe grow- 

ing interest in the question of Women’s Suffraze may 
find united expression, and that it may serve as a 
means of communication between all workers for the 
cause who may hitherto have felt isolated from the 
general field of activity. 

“The paper will contain reports of Parliamentary 
work, a record of meetings, lectures, and discussions 
on Women’s Suffrage, and also reports of the work of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies, 

“News of the progress of the movement in our 
colonies and abroad will be published from time to 
time. Special articles will also be published bearing 
on the subject of legielation as it affects the position of 
women.” 

We entirely agree with the view expressed that 
organisation, not rapid or showy work, is the 
xery essence of the movement and the keynote of 
success, It is the braining-ground for workers, the 
education of students of the question, and the one 
trustworthy and powerful mans of advance. Let a l l  
who care for the Cause give some service in this direc- 
tion, and a180 help to provide the additional funds 
urgently needed for carrying out the work rapidly and 
completely. ” 

An interesting article on “The Uoming of Woman 
Suffrage,” by Mrs. Peniber Reeves, shows the result of 
the passage of the Toman’s Suffrage Act in New 
Zealand. “.It is.” says Mrs. Reeves. suchan oldstory 
in New Zealand, a i d  such a matter-of-course story in 
Australia, that it is hard to realise now how little we 
hoped, and how much we feared, in the last days 
before the Suffrage was given us in New Zealand. 

“Prophecy had run rife during the fight; of 
course, there was nothing that did not fieem t o  be 
clearly known about women. Every speaker knew 
something different, and he knew it of all women. 
“ All women were Conservative by nature-the 

Conservatives would coine in at  the next election, 
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“ All women were Prohibitionists-.the Colony would 
be without a public-house in three years. 

“All women were against the secular system of 
education in the Colony-denominational schools would 
be established, and tho old system destroyed. 

“All women would vote on one side about some- 
thing emotional and silly, and the balance of parties 
be upset, 
“ All women would quarrel with their husbands. 
“All women would vote exactly as their husbands 

told them. 
‘‘ All women were a good influence, and would raise 

the tone of public affairs, 
‘‘ All women would rake into unpleasant details in 

the lives of candidates, and good men would be 
worried out of public life. 

“All women would become coarse and masculine.” 
One of the first results when the Act came into 

force was that women were puzzled and indignant to 
find that the men who had preached against their 
touching politics were now urging them to use the 
vote and hurry up about it ! 

“ A  very curious fact,” says Mrs. Reeves, “about 
the new citizens of the State was that in nearly every 
case they took the matter intensely seriously. Some 
frankly said that they had never wanted a vote, but 
that as pressure was being put upon them to use the 
vivilege, they meant t o  turn to and learn about it. 
Ve found we had to  start a Women’s Liberal Associa- 

tion on the spot in which t o  educate these conscientious 
souls. One woman whom I knew belonged to a Con- 
servative family asked to join this Associntion. 1 
suggested that we were not on her side. ‘NO,’ said 
she, ‘ I know that. I think I learn most hy hearing 
both. My husband talks to me about the other.’ One 
woman, again, came to us late in the evening and said 
she had heard that o u y  was a place where you could 
‘ vote against ’usbin’s. Her husband, it seemed, had 
knocked her down and broken her jaw. It took some 
time to explain to her who or wliat we were, and slid 
seemed rather disappointed with us, though she be- 
came duly enrolled and afterwards attended meetings 
regularly. ” 

Summing up the effects of the Adult Suffrage, Mrs. -. - 
Reeves says :- 

“It was said that, as Woman Suffrage had done 
no just or obvious good on the instant,it had dis- 
appointed its friends. Those friends who had relied 
on Woman Suffrage to bring about a sudden change in 
public sffairs were undoubtedly disappointed. Those 
who had onlv wished the Suffrage to  be extended to  
women bec&se they expected to’ see the Conserva- 
tives again in power ; those who had expected to see 
every Prohibition candidate elected j those who expected 
to see denominationalschools instantly establifihcd, were 
all disappointed. But those who had expected to see 
womeu and men sanely and seriously working together 
in the affairs of their country, and who were willing 
t o  wait while women accustomed themselves to their 
new responsibilities, mcre satisfied.” 

We note with pleasure the opinion expressed by the 
Rev. H. Russell Waltefield, a t  a p$lic meeting in 
support of Women’s Suffrage, thiLt personally, in 
sharing work with women, he had found them 1’0s- 
sessed of the very highest qualities, and that they had 
helped men out of a great many holes. When we were 
getting, as we sonietimefi did, into a @oove on the 
London School Board, it ha8 lifted us up to higher 
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